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MILL BAY GARDEN CLUB  

NEWSLETTER 

Next Meeting  

September 23, 2014 

The September meeting of the Mill 

Bay Garden Club will take place on 

Tuesday, September 23rd at 7  PM at 

the Mill Bay Community League Hall -  

1001 Shawnigan Mill Bay Road. 

The doors  open at 6:30 pm to 

provide you with the opportunity to 

check out the Club library and plant 

sale table, buy your raffle tickets, put 

your exhibits on the brag table and 

socialize.  This is a great little garden 

club that is very social.  

   Website: www.millbaygardenclub.com    Email: mbgcnewsletter@gmail.com 

SEPTEMBER 2014 

September Brag Table Theme: 

LATE BLOOMERS 

With plant and flower identification and commentary 

provided by Barb Kohlman, the Brag Table is a great 

part of our monthly meetings.  It’s a fun and 

interactive way to share what’s going on in your 

garden without having 150 club members trying to find 

parking outside of your house.  The bonus is a prize 

awarded randomly to one of the monthly participants 

in this program.  If you’ve never participated, give it a 

fling, be it flower, vegetable or fungus  

SEPTEMBER SPEAKER: 

Carmen Varcoe 

Fall Colour for your 

Garden 

September Kitchen Duties:  

Dianne Regan 

1 litre of 2% milk: 

Dianne Regan 

Cookies/ Goodies: 

We are needing volunteers to bring baked 

goodies to this months meeting.  Please email 

Dianne if you would like to participate: 

 

Set up /  Clean Up: 

Volunteers are needed for set up this month.  

Please come early to help if you can. 

Remember to bring your mug! 

  

DON’T 

FORGET! 

BRING YOUR 

MUG FOR THE BREAK 
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President’s Report 

Cliff Stainsby 

Hi. It is September again, already. And my garden is full of weeds. 

Oh, and some squash and beans and carrots and so on. The 

beautiful, green, fresh, vibrant seedlings of spring are now somewhat 

battered and decrepit elders who have yielded, or are about to yield, 

to us the fruits of their short lives. After which they are destined to 

continue their servitude by becoming the compost foundation of next 

year’s garden. And, so it goes. Familiar to all gardeners, I suspect. A 

metaphor, perhaps for life itself. 

 

At the beginning of the new season, and on behalf of the Mill Bay 

Garden Club and our companion group the Mill Bay Community 

Flower and Garden Show, I wish to thank the many people and 

businesses in the Cowichan Valley who supported our efforts to raise 

money for organizations that provide important community services. 

Because of their generosity, this year we were able to give  to 

various charities. 

  

These people and local businesses supported our efforts by buying 

plants during our monthly Garden Club meetings and  at our plant 

sale during the Community Flower and Garden Show, and by 

donating goods and services to the Silent Auction, also held at the 

Flower and Garden Show.  

 

The Charities we supported are: Somenos Transition House, 

Providence Farm, BC Council of Garden Clubs, Cowichan Valley 

Hospice, Mill Bay Food Bank and the SPCA,  

I hope to see you at our meeting on Sept. 23. 

Cliff Stainsby 

Vice-President’s Report 

Joy Story 

This month’s speaker is Carmen Varcoe with “Fall Colour for your 

Garden.” 

She is a retired school teacher and retired part-time plant 

identification instructor for the Horticultural Diploma Programme at 

the Horticultural Centre of the Pacific. 

She is Chair of the Advisory Board for Finnerty Gardens at UVic., a 

gardener for 30+ years  on 1 3/4 acre property in Saanich. A total 

plant geek.   
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Library Report 

Janice Rose your friendly Librarian 

NOTES FROM THE LIBRARY: 

Please remember to return the books that were borrowed at our May 

meeting. There are 28 people who need this gentle and friendly 

reminder. 

We will be ordering a new batch of books this coming year. Our 

collection reflects the needs and desires of all our club members. If 

you have your heart set on a topic that needs to be included in our 

library or on a particular book or publication please let me know as I 

will be putting in orders in the very near future. 

IT’S MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL TIME 

Please remember that membership dues need to be paid by the 

October Meeting.  Membership is very reasonably priced at $10 .  

Your dues go toward running the club, paying for speakers and   the 

donation to local charities at the end of the year.  Another bonus of 

membership is receiving the newsletter and notifications of 

upcoming events.  Remember $10 Cash Please.  Thank  you! 

                   Cards by Mary Gale 

If you know of someone in the club who is  sick,  

or in hospital please let Mary Gale know and she 

will send a card on behalf of the Mill Bay Garden 

Club.   
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Continued on page 5 
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General Meeting Minutes  May 27th, 2014 cont’d  
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PHOTOS FROM JUNE AGM 
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Compost Education Centre Workshops 

http://compost.bc.ca/ 

1216 North Park , Victoria, Call 250 386 9676 to register 

Fees listed for Members/non-Members  

 

4 Oct Sat 10am-noon Compost Basics FREE  

4 Oct Sat 2-4pm Grow the Best Garlic $15/$20 

18 Oct Sat 10am-noon Worm Composting FREE  

18 Oct Sat 1-4pm Fermented Foods $25/$30 

Dinter’s Nursery 

 
Master Gardener Clinic – Saturday, September 20 from 10 am to 3 pm 

These community volunteers will be on hand next Saturday to provide advice on problems in your 

garden.  They will be set up near the Nursery’s Information Counter to give detailed information on 

gardening problems. 

 

Fall Classes for Gardeners 
We are now into the fall series of seminars, presented by our staff or visiting experts.  The seminars 

last about one hour and there is no charge or registration required. 

 

- Saturday, Sept. 20 at 10 am –Gardening with Native Plants – Todd Carnahan, biologist for the 

Habitat Acquisition Trust 

 

- Saturday, Sept. 27 at 10 am – Principles of Composting – Members of Cowichan Compost  

 

- Saturday, Oct. 4 at 10 am – Cuttings and Plant Propagation by Della of Dinter’s 

 

- Saturday, Oct. 11 at 10 am – Ideas for Winter Planters by Dinter’s Staff 

- Saturday, Oct. 11 at 11 am – Rainwater Collection by Ken Nentwig of Canadian Association for 

Rainwater Management 

 

- Saturday, Oct. 18 at 10 am – Winterizing Your Pond by Scott Stevenson of Van Isle Water 

  Services 

 

- Saturday, Oct. 25 at 10 am – Potting and Re-blooming Orchids by Shelly of Orchid Society. 

 

- Saturday, Nov. 8, Drop in from 9:30 am to 1 pm – Bonsai Workshop by Cowichan Valley Bonsai 

Club. 

 

For more details, visit our web site at www.dinternursery.ca/seminars.htm  

http://compost.bc.ca/
http://www.dinternursery.ca/seminars.htm


10 

HCP Continuing Education 

505 Quayle Rd, Victoria  250-479-6162 

http://hcp.ca/events/ 

 

Fall Community Education at the HCP TO REGISTER: call 250 479 6162 FEES: 

first amount for HCP Members, second for non-members. Courses held at 505 

Quayle Road. Dates listed as month/day 

Plant ID & Culture Sat 1:30-4:30 pm 9/20, 10/18, 11/15, 12/6, 1/24 2015 dates 

TBA All year, one Sat a month, Diane Pierce introduces 25 plants with botanical & 

common names, descriptions, cultural needs, maintenance & landscape uses. On-

going course can be joined at any time. $35.00/$49.00 per session 

Intro to Garden Design Mon 6:30–9 pm 9/15, 9/22, 9/29, 10/6, 10/18, 10/20, 

10/25, 10/27, 11/3 Patty Brown covers principles, styles, site analysis, 

construction materials & plant selection. Students draft a residential landscape 

plan. Two field trips look at existing landscapes & plant choices. $250.00/$350.00 

Intro to DynaSCAPE: Computer Assisted Design Mon 6-9 pm 9/15, 9/22, 9/29, 

10/6, 10/20, 10/27, 11/3, 11/10, 11/17, 11/24 Manon Tremblay introduces basic 

CAD drafting tools incl. automated labels & lists, plan dimensions, graphic images, 

global settings. $550.00 (incl. software) 75.00 deposit req’d. 

Fall Garden Basics Sat 9 am-12 pm 9/20 Jane Tice on making the most of garden 

time. Clean up & pruning incl. roses; perennial division, relocation & removal; 

winter protection. $25.00/$35.00 

Organic Weed Management Sun 9 am-12 pm 9/21 Manon Tremblay identifies 

common weeds & what they indicate about site conditions. Learn organic 

techniques for remediation. Invasive species & restoring native habitats 

considered. $25.00/$35.00 

Edible Native Plants Sun 1–4 pm 9/21 Manon Tremblay covers harvesting & 

preparing nature’s bounty, and design principles of native edible gardens. $25.00/

$35.00 

Garden Art: Heron Workshop Sat & Sun 9/27, 9/28 2-day workshop with Kathryn 

Fudge turns a t-shirt, tin foil and glue into long-lasting garden art. $235.00 Fee 

incl. all materials except old shirt 

Design a Deer Resistant Garden Sun 1-3 pm 9/28 Jeff de Jong offers 5 methods 

for a beautiful garden without ringing the deer dinner bell. $25.00/$35.00 

Advanced Pruning Sat 9 am-12 pm 10/4, 10/18, 10/25 Ryan Senechal offers 3 

sessions covering basic techniques & advanced strategies for desirable structure, 

reduced maintenance & long term plant health. Bring secateurs. $90.00/$125.00 

Green Roof Projects Sat 1-4 pm 10/4 Learn how to design & build home-scale 

roof gardens for sheds & playhouse with Manon Tremblay. $25.00/$35.00 

http://hcp.ca/events/

