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Prez Sez

OMS Members and Life
. Members will note a little

something extra in this
month's newsletter. As one
of several centennial
surprises coming in the
next few months, April's

® = offering is the Big Money
Fooler based on the Big Money Prediction by Emerson
Rodrigues. All the work has been done for you and the
innocent seeming gaffed bills can live in your wallet
until needed. The instructions for the trick and a sample
routine can be found in the Omaha Magical Societies'
Video Library. If you are a member and have forgotten
the new password, contact our Executive Director Dave
Arch. If you've been meaning to sign up, but just haven't
gotten around to it yet, head to the Omaha Magical
Society website and sign up today. I've used the trick a
couple of times already and the participant's reaction is
fun to watch as the magic unfolds in their hands right in
front of them.

Looking forward to seeing you online at April's Zoom
Club Meeting featuring Lady Sarah and Keith Fields.
They were a lot of fun when they came for a lecture some
years back and this should be an enjoyable evening. Until
then.

http://TheOmahaMagqicalSociety.org

“ Check out our website:

Our Omaha Junior
Magicians  completed
their Orange Wand level
and to celebrate, we had
a Magic Recital where

\OMS JUNIOR
MAC C]ANS each of the participants
performed a an effect

taught in the Discover Magic curriculum. The young
people went all out in their routining and many came up
with costumes to match their themed presentations. We
had a police officer, a psychic chef, an out-of-this-world
travel agent, an animated little finger puppet, fairy tale
figures, pirate treasure maps, a candy dream come true
and much, much more. The group has been practicing for
the last month on their patter, timing, and Zoom
skills and it showed. A number of parents
and grandparents Zoomed in along with the participants
for a program that did not disappoint. - Steve Nespor
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http://theomahamagicalsociety.org/
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Monday, April 19" —7:00 — 8:00 p.m.
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Join us this month as we host Lady Sarah and Keith
Fields who will share part of their Magic Castle show,
re-imagined for the Zoom platform - and a mini lecture.
Bring a 260 balloon and some rope if you want to play
along! Until then ... When ready to join, just click on this
link https://zoom.us/j/4028718108 (which is the same

link we use for all of our monthly meetings).

Our March Meeting

To Omaha
,i»iﬂl love

. Scatt Wells
M.L.M.L. with Gold Stap

Scott Hollingsworth Scott Wells

We are on a roll! Another evening of creative illusions
and conversations was had by all who attended our
March virtual get-together. It would be rare to
experience both magical creativity and conversation (or
for that matter even just a creative conversation) in most

of your average meetings, so our latest soiree was a
sweet success because of our fellow magicians from the
Houston club.

Jamie Salinas
The Houston IBM Ring #39 presented a Cross

Pollination Lecture and Performance for us on our OMS
Zoom meeting in March. Three excellent magicians
gave our Omaha club a delightful evening of magic.
After each performance, they showed us the effect as
well as providing our club with their notes regarding how

they did each trick. In addition, they spent time
answering questions about their presentations, their
lives, and their interests. Our members so appreciated
their talents and time. Everyone engaged in the evening
provided yet another respite in this extended period of
isolation. The lively discussion that ensued after their
shows was fascinating.

Our Huge Thank You to Scott Hollingsworth, Scott
Wells, and Jamie Salinas. An additional round of
applause to our members who helped with coordinating
the meeting. The evening was incredible!

Thanks to all of you who attended last month's OMS
Cross Pollination Meeting featuring members from the
Houston IBM Ring. Your continued support is
appreciated more than you could know.

Websites: scotthollingsworthmagic.com
themagicwordpodcast.com
magicbyjamie.com



https://t.e2ma.net/click/apb6nd/y3yscy/6ts7ik
https://www.scotthollingsworthmagic.com/
https://www.themagicwordpodcast.com/
https://www.magicbyjamie.com/
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What’s your
Magic Story?

by
Patrice Fisher

The magicians | have interviewed for the Omaha
Magical Society have fascinated me with their different
styles and stories. However, there is one perspective
that 1 have wanted to get, and that is the story of the
wife of a magician. The first person who came to mind
was Ann Rourke, the wife of magician Denny Rourke,
and, as | found out, a magician herself. So, for this
month's edition, 1 know you will enjoy Ann's own
account of her life with not only a magician husband
but also two children who became part of the show...

Ann Rourke

Many years ago, | was photographing a Cub
Scout, Blue and Gold banquet, and the entertainment was
a magician and his wife, Pete and Babe Petrashek. |
loved their show and was intrigued by Babe as an
assistant. | approached them after their show, explained
that my husband was interested in magic and had learned
a few tricks from books, but would like to know more.
Pete suggested that Denny and | attend their next show a
week later. They met with us after their performance and
invited us to their home. Pete showed Denny how to do
a “back palm” and told us about the Omaha Magic
Society, suggesting that we attend their next meeting.
That was the beginning.

Denny built a birthday party show and | made
him a costume and helped with props. About a year later
we entered a talent contest and | was his assistant. | made
new costumes for both of us and appeared with him on
stage. That first time on stage with him was so much
fun... I was hooked. Babe had been my role model and
she gave me lots of hints. We attended our first regional
magic convention in Kansas City and it was so
enlightening watching other magician’s assistants. . .their

costumes, gestures and enthusiasm on stage. | attended a
break-out session for assistants that was soooo helpful.

Over the years, Denny and | always approached
magic as a team. We performed for corporate events
from Las Vegas to Washington D.C. When our two
children were old enough, we added them to our show
and worked with a local agent to book fair shows in the
summer and regional events during the year. We
performed at our own Omaha Magic Banquet many
times as well.

Magic has been a wonderful part of our family
life for many, many years. Now that our children are
grown and have their own families, we find ourselves
laughing and reminiscing about performances in their
youth. Those are the times that will always be a unique
and special part of our lives.

Denny and | also had full-time jobs during those
years. | was a professional fundraiser and | think our
years in the variety arts arena helped me when planning
events for my job. Understanding what makes an
audience happy guided my efforts in appealing to
donors.

| also performed as a professional clown for
almost 20 years, doing birthday parties and family
events. My experience on stage as a magician’s assistant
helped me develop a show for little ones. I made my own
wardrobe and learned some simple magic routines for 5-
& 6-year-olds. Most weekends “Gumdrop” could be
found at a child’s party and would return home totally
rejuvenated by the experience.

Being a magician’s wife and assistant is a total
joy. We’ve made so many friends in the magic
community and experienced audiences in a wild variety
of places. Bringing people, a little magic and making
them smile brings fulfillment to the performer and
wonder and delight to those watching. Maybe in a small
way we’ve been making the world a better place. What
could be better?
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NOW in our club's online video library . . .

When the birthday person's signed card is lost in the deck and then found by having the group sing
Happy Birthday to the guest of honor, you will have not only created a once-in-a-lifetime experience for
the group but also a memorable keepsake for the honoree.
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Initial Announcement of the OMS

July, 1921
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Magician, Inventor and Publisher Hanged in London

Witnesses Shocked by Blasphemous Expressions

“July 1. Jobn Ward, George Green,
Thomas Denton and Johin Jones were
exeeuted before Newgate pursuant to
thelr sentence. Green and Ward be
haved themselves with that decency
min ought 1o do in such & wretched
and awiul sitoation. Denton and
Jones, who died professed infidels,
had behaved themselves while under
sentence of death in such & manner

olber in & very short time, and by
that means accumulated much
money by exhibiting it In various
parts of England, The Speaking
Figure he afterwards sold to 2 printer
In the ¢ity, and made & Writing Pig:
wre, whieh s still in the hands of &
friend. His abllities in the chemical
lines were very conspicuous; he aften

by some forelgners, b completed an-)

as 1o shock all who heard then |wards tramslated Prnettls book of
Dlasphemous expressions, and which deceptions with notes, From his
behavior Deaton continned o the | knowledge of chemistry he obtained
very last; his companion, though he|the art of plating coach harnesses,
percevered {n hig infidelty, conducted  etc, which be carried on jolotly with
himself upon the seaffold much bel-“lha business of bookseller fn Hol
ter than the other, who was continy: burn for some time In this business
ally laughing and nodding to some of |be unhapplly formed & connection
the spectators, which he even did w.th a person motorious for making
alter the cap wag drawn over his plala shillings. Those powers which
8. |assisted him to make several mathe-

“Denton Was & native of the north | matical instruments, a8 pentagraphs,
ern part of Yorkshive; and though |etc, enabled him to Imitate the cur

Magazine, London, England, July,
1189,

Denton was the publisher of “The
Magiclan Unmasked” He defends
himself In his book, 4s he is exposing
the famous magieian's (Pimnetti's)
wicks, Delng an exposer, Denton
alibls his methods of “giving away
the bie magician’s performance” by
b, preface, In which he says;

“This book appeared In Paris dur
Ing the tme Mr. Pianettf’s perform-
ance there, and bastened his depar
ture from this elty, and we pronounce
for & certainty that it will operate as
4 spring to the industry of perform:
ers {n that art, by compelling them to
some Dew inveations to decelve and
amuse US.

“This prediction we ventured fn
our first treatise printed in the year
1785, and now 1 really acoousplished
by the variety of new inventions and

bred 4 tinman, fron a teste for let:| rent coin in & manner that deceived
the best Judges, and held the court |deceptions that bave lately sprung

ters kept & bookseller's shop about
ten years since in the clty of York,
He soon after removed to Lendon,
where seeing & Speak g Figure made

sevon hours upon his trial; after
which he was aoquitted, but convicted

up, many of which are here avalled
of, and for the further amusement of

{upon & different count"~Buropesn

our readers annexed (0 the prosent.”

WATCH US GROW

We announte the birth of the Omaha
Asseashtly of the & A M, with the fol-
Towieg members; WELCOME!

Cyros & Bowman, 1615 Brmat 8¢,
Ronsld P, Blean, 2113 Locust 8t ‘
Ford B Beown, 3020 Cusa S |
Joseph B, Kirseh, 3011 Bo. 20th &, i
Wallaoe B Whitehead, 4755 No, 24th &, |
Herbert W, Fischer, 3606 Lafayette 8L
Carl G, Noedin, 512 Sa. 20th St

John Keennn, 512 Sa. 20tk 8t.

Talmage (. Beebe, 917 W, 0, B Bldg.
Duvid P, Ablott, § Patterson Bleck |
Altred Christenaia, 712 80, 16th §t
Wm, R Huntingtos, 2344 So. 36th St
Albert A, Schremyn, #54 Sa. ith 8t |
Howsrd Huntiegton, 2344 80, 35th 8t |

Check the digital copy for a more defined picture.

A councll meoting was held In New York, on Priday, August 16, at which the
following were clécted to membership:
MEMBERS NANE
Arthor Horbert Buckley, 88 W, Ontario 8¢, Chl.  Chieago
Benjamin F, Broyles, Crowebarg, Kan, N:.n !‘hm Jas, K Hirsi
Arthur Booth Chase, 230 W, 820d 8¢, N, ¥, Harry Houdinl, T. W, Hardoen
m}{«u‘gmmu.unzm&.nmm Harry Hoodind, A, M. Wilse
Bl B el S N, Broadway, & Lowis  Riard Van Dien, G0, W,
William ¥, Mar, ¥, M C. A, Roun 442, 8 Willon Balley, R W
.m mn.‘g, Doldge, Jr.
Dr, Janws Bwood Plorce, 3382 & 17th 6,  Philadelphia

Piiladelphin
Thomas \'all!uune Paroell, 605-nd Ave, Surle A B. Harrington, W, £ Flopd
Ing, TIL

John Rese “Roalnl” 5% Nagle Ave, N. ¥, C. Harry Houdink A M. Wikson
Andls Wiehers, 160 W, 108tk 8t, N ¥, ¢, Horey Hoodisl, R Vo Dien
Frank Wilstach, 44th 8 Thea, Bg, N, Y. C. Harry Houdiol A M Wison
Clinten T, Prainard, 829 Pearl 8¢, N. Y. C. Wilstach, Houdini

PROPOSED BY

) N, J. Danied J, Wray, T, C, Beanet,
Nelson Birch, New Brunswick, X, J. e &
| Gus Morford, Chicsgo W, R Walsh, Henry Swanson, Jr

| H«n}} H Eﬂw& Rooe 1803, 220 W, 4nd t,  Hoodink Gea. W, Heller
Y

), Raghael Bidher, . Laels Dorafed, Chasool

Centennial Year
Magic Trick #1 Released

40 of you who are 2021 members or Life Members of
The Omaha Magical Society received a hard copy of this
month’s Flash Paper with the gimmick inserted for the
first magic trick to be released in a series of tricks in
honor of the club’s 100th year celebration.

Video instructions for the trick entitled Big Money
Prediction are in our club’s password protected online
video library. Contact Dave Arch if you need a reminder
of your log-in credentials.
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2021 OMS Officers
President — Steve Nespor ........... omahamagician55@gmail.com
Vice President — Jered Schaugaard...jered.incredible@gmail.com
Secretary — Patrice Fisher ............... patricekfisher@yahoo.com
Treasurer — Bob Gehringer ..........ccoccevvnene gehringerr@cox.net
Sgt-at-Arms — Amjad Alawimari ...... mrwho.magic@gmail.com
Executive Director - Dave Arch ................... dave@sandler.com
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Lady Sarah and Keith Fields

Monday, April 19t - 7:00 - 8:00 PM

Come and see part of their Magic Castle show, re-imagined for the zoom platform along with
a mini lecture. Featuring Keith's handling of the professor’s nightmare, his favorite family
show opener and something crazy with a balloon! Bring a 260 balloon and some rope if you
want to play along!

When ready to join, just click on this link https://zoom.us/j/4028718108 (which is the same
link we use for all of our monthly meetings).
Here's hoping your schedule allows you to attend.
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