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Commentary on the Pledge of Allegiance
by Redegé&n

As a schoolboy, one of Red Skelton's teachers mgaldhe words and meaning of
the Pledge of Allegiance to his class. Skeltorrlat®te down, and eventually re-
corded, his recollection of this lecture. It isléoted by an observation of his own.

| - - Me; an individual; a committee of one.
Pledge - - Dedicate all of my worldly goodgytee without self-pity.
Allegiance - - My love and my devotion.

To the Flag - - Our standard; Old Glory; a bpirof Freedom; wherever she
waves there is respect, because your loyalty heesdier a dignity that shouts, Free-
dom is everybody's job.

United - - That means that we have all congetioer.

States - - Individual communities that havéadhinto forty-eight great states.
Forty-eight individual communities with pride anigjioity and purpose. All divided
with imaginary boundaries, yet united to a commuorppse, and that is love for coun-

try.

And to the Republic - - Republic--a state imieth sovereign power is invested in
representatives chosen by the people to governgémdrnment is the people; and it's
from the people to the leaders, not from the leatiethe people.

For which it stands
One Nation - - One Nation--meaning, so blesse@od.
Indivisible - - Incapable of being divided.

With Liberty - - Which is Freedom; the rightmmower to live one's own life, with-
out threats, fear, or some sort of retaliation.

And Justice - - The principle, or qualitietdealing fairly with others.

For All - - For All--which means, boys andlgirit's as much your country as it is
mine.

And now, boys and girls, let me hear you reciteRlezige of Allegiance:

| pledge allegiance to the Flag of the Uni&dtes of America, and to the Repub-
lic, for which it stands; one nation, indivisibleith liberty and justice for all.

Since | was a small boy, two states have been amdear country, and two words
have been added to the Pledge of Allegiance: UGdel Wouldn't it be a pity if
someone said that is a prayer, and that wouldibenglted from schools, too?

Red Skelton

Jim Young can be reached at 530-622-6389,
or at: jwyoung 177 6@cal.net.net
Mother Lode Chapter Sons of the American Revolution Tax ID #26-1428350

Editors Note: The statements and opinions expressed herein are solely those of the author(s) and do not
necessarily state or reflect those of the Editor or of the California or National Societies, Sons of the

American Revolution.
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The American Revolution — Month by Month
March, 1781

Editor's Note: Nathanael Greene had been placeccmmmand of all troops from Delaware to Georgia bg@ge Washington.
Rather than risk annihilation by Cornwallis' overw#lming strength, Greene decided to withdraw hisdes across the Dan River
at Irving ferry in Halifax County to safety in Virgnia.)

The Dan River was in winter flood and could notfbeled. Tadeusz Kaiuszko, the Chief of Engineers for the Southerpdgnent, had
secured every available boat for use by the Amerfoeces. Once across the Dan, Green was safee®amy contact with Greene, Cornwallis
took stock of his own situation.

In his haste to catch and destroy Greene, Corisatad violated a basic military concept of thetiBhi Army by destroying his supply train and
any other non-essentials at Ramsour’s Mill. Hisresidocation for supplies and reinforcement layMitmington, North Carolina — over 200 miles
of poor roads and swollen rivers to the south. biéa not live off the land since all available éatnd other foodstuffs had already been seized,
arousing much bitterness among the population. Keweo turn back from his encampment at HillsbgtouNorth Carolina, without confronting
Greene would be tantamount to admitting defeatwideld stand to lose the faith of the Tories in 8mith, who made up much of his scattered
occupation force of approximately 8,000 men inttiree southern states.

Nathanael Greene also had problems. If he remdimattive for an extended period of time, he
would face the loss of most of his militia. His meere signed up for a six week tour of duty. Act _ i g
combat effective time, however, was only about tyehree days out the six week enlistment. T
unfortunate situation was due to the consideratianmilitia travel to the battle zone and retwrhome
was to be included in the enlistment. ;

With less than fifteen hundred men, Greene crogs®dNorth Carolina proceeding toward Co
wallis at Hillsborough, where, to the annoyanc€ofnwallis, he did a provocative little dance reist
cent of the child’s game “Catch me if you can..” etnstantly changed position, moving first tow. /
then away from Cornwallis' encampment. British Cal Banastre Tarleton, annoyed by the lack of
tion, decided to determine what Greene was up dig iiipossible, to engage and inflict any punishtr
that he could on the American forces.

On the night of the March fifth, American Color@tho Williams' men were encamped at Wetze
Mills several miles from Greene's main force. Thimtected movement toward the American lir
which was followed during the day of the sixth bgr@wallis' main army. The British planned to dr | L . :
Greene into combat and to defeat the Southern Avhile the force was small. v : i A

Forewarned, the Americans under Williams were &blescape after a short skirmish in which t“_ 85
sides lost about twenty men. Greene did not tagéait and was not affected. Cornwallis, frusttdig ™ |~
the failure to draw out Greene, withdrew to hissampment. -y

General Greene's forces were increasing. AndreskePis raised 700 militia and was harassing
Cornwallis together with Richard Caswell and Othdliéms. Their combined efforts served to keep
watch on Cornwallis and to prevent Torry localsnirassisting him in any way. In addition, Maj. Gen.
Friedrich Willhelm von Steuben sent 400 newly tegirVirginia Continentals into battle. North Caralisent more than 1,000 militia and Virginia
sent over 1,600 militia. The numbers were impressiut the quality of the new troops was unknowmenbaving had any major combat experi-
ence. In addition to the new recruits, Greene methithe tried and true Continentals from Delawar@ slaryland and the cavalries of Lee and
Washington.

General Nathanael Green

Both generals knew that the time had come foroavdlown. Greene took the initiative and set up cam@uilford Courthouse on March four-
teenth. Cornwallis, eager to recoup his reputatimtended to destroy the Southern Army, which nawsisted of about 4,400 men. However, of
those, 4,400 troops only 1,490 men were Contingraadl of those only 630 from Maryland and Delawee ever seen combat. Cornwallis force
of 1,900 men was smaller in total number but albprs were well trained and seasoned battle vetehar@sldition the British had better artillery
support.

The first event of the day was an action that tplaice on March fifteenth between Lee and Tarlet@avalry. Maj. Henry (Light Horse Harry)
Lee, watching the advance of the enemy, was aatbstdarleton who was in advance of the main bédyirst Lee retreated, and then turned on
Tarleton, driving him back almost to the head @& British van. Lee then departed hastily to noBfgene of the approaching army. Results were
inconclusive other than an initial drubbing of Edon and Lee’s report to Greene.

Continues on page 4
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The American Revolution — Month by Month
March, 1781
(Cont.)

In the meantime, Greene was positioning his tranghree lines. First came the North Carolina tiailiA second line, composed of Vir-
ginia militia, was set up three hundred yards tordar. A third line, composed of Maryland militieas drawn up around the courthouse that stood
on a small hill. Cavalry was stationed to the &ftl right of the Continentals along with some kattisted irregulars. When all lines were estab-
lished, Greene went among the militia telling thietfline to hold for three firings, then to retrdeehind the second line. The second line would
perform the same way and fall back on the third.llBvery man would be in the line of fire. Therewd be no reserve units. It would be a case of
fight or die.

Early in the afternoon the British began ttasisault marching resolutely, as if on parade. dhg ted line extended all the way across an open
area and into the woods. When the British cameimvittnge, the militia fired as one man, tearingiggoles in the British line. The British con-
tinued to advance as if nothing had occurred Whithinvmusket range, the British line fired follovgrwith a bayonet charge against the first
American line. The charge was stopped when it becapparent that the first line was lying behindaih fence with rifles aimed and waiting.
There was a pause until British Colonel Websteedrgis men to advance. The charge was resumedtamitivastating fire. When the militia’s
task was completed, they ran through the secoeddisafety.

The British were now beyond the cleared ground thedfighting took place in the woods. Unlike mastollections, not all militia fled. One
company of North Carolinians led by Captain Forjo@sed Lee on the left, while Virginia Cont
nentals, led by Col. Richard Campbell held theisifion. Campbell, Lee and Forbes were fin:
pushed up onto high ground to the south of the nattieground, and remained separated unti
end of the battle.

The third line, Capt. John Gunby’s Maryland Regitevas also pushed back and threateg
on two fronts. Gunby ordered a fierce charge anepsWWebster's forces from the field. He t
wheeled his troops to face the oncoming guards éfier a brief exchange of musket fire, &
which Gunby's horse was shot from under him, Guradled for bayonets and charged the Gu
unit. The enemy was driven down into a ravine apdhe other side in total disarray. Webs
troops had been beaten and were now in disorder.

Guilford Cﬂurrhgse

Towards evening Greene began a strategic retleatias not the victor who held the field, |
the general who had paid the lesser price of ba&tteene lost 78 killed and 183 wounded out
total of 3,000. Cornwallis with 1,900 men had I183tkilled and 439 wounded. The toll upon
ish and Hessian officers was devastating, 29 kiledvounded. Of the British wounded mg
died .during the night in the midst of a soakinigira

Greene lost the battle at Guilford Court House, won the southern campaign as Cornwg

forces at Cowpens. Morgan could afford to risk hésitire force; had he lost his army, borSie & i NSt W
Huger's and Greene's armies would have remainedctmtinue the fight against the British ir I'he British Attack
the south. At Guilford Courthouse, had Greene riskand lost his army, no American force

would have remained to prevent the British domiratiof the south.)

March 11, 1781, Admiral Don Bernardo de Galveivad off Pensacola, Florida with a forec
of approximately 4,000 men. He intended to capkag George, which was commanded by the same Qelara Campbell who had previously
lost Mobile to Galvez.. The landing was not accasti@d until March 17. Since the fort could not imgriediately taken, a siege was established. It
would be May before the fort surrendered.

References; Encyclopedia Britannica, The American Revolution, Lancaster, B.; The War of the American Revolution, Ward,
C.; SAR Magazine, fall-1996; SAR Magazine, spring-1997; Indian Wars, Utley, R.M. and Washburn, W.E.; The War of Ameri-
can Independence, Higginbotham, D

Not for sale or republication. The American Revolution, Month by Month series was written by Compatriot Andrew J.
Stough, Ill, and is published solely for the benefit of the members of the Gold Country Chapter, California Society, Sons of the American
Revolution. Permission to republish this series has been granted to the Mother Lode Chapter, SAR. The original text has been slightly ed-
ited by The Courier Staff.
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Photos of the Mother Lode Chapter’'s Law enforcemenfppreciation meeting February 22, 2011

For more pictures from the Law Enforcement Commendé&on Medal presentations go to our web site at wwmnotherlodesar.com

PHOTO DISCRIPTIONS

Top Left/President Jim Young presents the Law Enforcement
Medal and Certificate to Deputy Sheriff William Tiloull as Capt.
Andy Wishart and EI Dorado County Sheriff John D&5stjni

look on.

Top Right/President Young presents Law Enforcement Medal anf§ i
Certificate to Placerville Police Detective Rickyolvn as Placer-
ville Police Lt. Kim Nida looks on.

Center Left/ Law Enforcement Chairman Compatriot John Krahn
and Lt. Kim Nida.

Center Right/ Lt. Nida pins the Law Enforcement Medal on Detect&=
tive Ricky Brown. |

Bottom Right/ EI Dorado County Sheriffs enjoy the evening
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| had the privilege of participating with the Saoento Chapter at the 2011 President’'s Day Celebrati Mt. Vernon
Memorial Park. Along with Sacramento’s presentatioey let me do my interpretation of the BattleGufwpens ac-
cording to my Patriot Ancestor James Curry of ttie Battalion of the Virginia Continental Line. Theghlight of the
day, of course, was being close to the firing efitiuskets.

Tom Douglas, Mother Lode Chapter (pictures court#sypell McCardell, Sacramento Chapter, CASSAR)

-
FIRING LINE

Left to Right

_' Tom Douglas

Ford Osborn

Ron Proffer

Steve Rainville

Vince Gantt

Russ Kaiser

Tom Chilton

Capt. Jim Faulkinbury

AT REST
Left to Right

Capt. Jim Faulkinbury
Ron Proffer

Ford Osborn

Steve Rainville

Tom Chilton

Vince Gantt

Russ Kaiser

Tom Douglas
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Mother Lode Chapter
Minutes for the meeting of February 22, 2010

The meeting was called to by President Jim Your@y20PM.

After requesting prayers for Roy Tougaw and KensBih the Invocation was given by Secrg
tary Tom Douglas; the Pledge of Allegiance waskgdsene Bell and the SAR Pledge was |
by Tom Chilton.

President Young acknowledged the many visitordtendance for the First Annual Law En-
forcement Appreciation Presentations. The guesisded El Dorado County Sheriff John

D’Agostini, Capt. Andy Wishart and Medal recipied¢puty William Turnbull. Also in atten-
dance was Medal recipient Placerville Police DétedRricky Brown and his presenter Lt. King
Nida. Family and friends of the recipients wereréhto support the recipients. Marilyn Chi
ton, DAR, Joy Krahn, LAUX, Joyce Douglas and Samdygaw were there as they are regu
larly. In all there were over 20 Guests not caupthe children that were there. There were
nine Mother Lode Members in attendance.

The Minutes of the January meeting were not aviglaBecretary Douglas said they would K
in the March Dispatch. |

The reports were short because of the special ngeeDispatch Editor Tom Douglas requested
articles from members. Treasurer Roy Tougaw replaatchecking balance of $1791. $1491 as generdldnd $150 for youth programs.
Tom Adams gave a report on the ongoing youth dietii5" grade posters, high school essay dhdrade brochure.

Tom Chilton described six flags he brought from 8aeramento Chapter’s collection for this speciahing.
Dinner was served............cceevivineiennn.

The remaining meeting time was used to presenBaiR Law Enforcement Commendation Medals to El Dor@dunty Deputy William
Turnbull and Placerville Police Detective Ricky Bio.

The Benediction was given by Secretary Tom Dougdles SAR Recessional was led by Tom Adams and tiféesinging of God Bless
America the meeting was adjourned at 7:56 PM.

Respectfully submitted,
Tom Douglas, Secretary
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Mother Lode Chapter’s 2011 Calendar of Events

January 25- Regular Meeting/Brochure Voting

February 4— First Poster Contest Presentation
February 22-Regular Meeting/Washington’s Birthday
Law Enforcement awards presentations

March 22— Regular Meeting/ Poster Votint

April 7-9 CASSAR Spring Membership Meeting, IrvinQA
April 26— Regular Meeting

May 24— Regular Meeting/ Youth Awards Program

June 28— Regular Meeting

A MONTHLY PUBLICATION
BY THE
MOTHER LODE CHAPTER OF
THE SONS OF THE
AMERICAN REVOLUTION

The Mother Lode Chapter
Sons Of The American
Revolution

July— No Meeting

August— No Meeting

September 27— Regular Meeting

October 25— Regular Meeting

November-Date TBD

December—Wreaths Across America
December 27— Regular Meeting

Editor-Tom Douglas

530-677-3905

Email: tommyd@cal.net



