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JEWISH COMMUNITY TO DEDICATE MEMORIAL MONUMENT TO JEWISH SERVICEMEN/WOMEN  
INTERRED AT THE NEW HAMPSHIRE STATE VETERANS CEMETERY IN BOSCAWEN

Are you aware that New Hampshire has a beautiful Veterans 
Cemetery in Boscawen, north of Concord? I was not aware 
of this until I was asked to officiate at the interment of a 
Jewish veteran there. It brought back memories of my being 
at, as an active duty chaplain almost 50 years ago, the 
largest American military ceremony overseas, in Manila, 
Republic of the Philippines. There are over 20,000 veterans 
from World War II interred there, of whom over 200 are 
Jewish. After the service for Colonel Katz in Boscawen, I 
wondered how many Jewish souls might be interred at the 
Boscawen cemetery. The director told me they did not keep 
religious affiliation records. After canvassing the immaculate 
grounds, we found over sixty markers with Stars of David. 

 The cemetery has a Memorial Garden near the 
administration building where, over the years, many 
organizations have erected monuments in honor of specific 
groups of veterans. When my wife Iris and I walked through 
the Memorial Garden area (see link to  photos below), we 
realized there was no monument remembering/ honoring 
Jewish veterans. I talked with the cemetery administrator, 
and he said that there were spaces available in the garden, 
and that he would welcome the Jewish community erecting a 
monument. 

 With my personal history of being a military chaplain, I 
decided to make this happen. I started corresponding with 
Rabbi Davidson of Temple Adath Yeshurun of Manchester 
and Rabbi Robin Nafshi of Temple Beth Jacob in Concord, 
plus a number of people in the community, many of whom 
were veterans themselves. The Jewish Federation of New 
Hampshire has supported this project and is allowing funds 

to be donated through the Federation for the cost of the 
monument. We invite you to contribute towards the cost of 
the monument, thus feeling part of the process, by sending 
an earmarked donation to the Jewish Federation. 

 We plan a dedication of the monument on Sunday, October 
15, at 1pm. 

 Here is a link to an overview of the cemetery:   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CE8hOxwJKYw  

And here is a link to photos of the Memorial Garden and 
some of the monuments:   
https://photos.app.goo.gl/qUP63C94bdySeVQQ8 

You most certainly do not need to be a veteran to 
acknowledge the dedication and sacrifice of those interred in 
this hallowed ground. 

 Rabbi Gary Atkins 

Chaplain, New Hampshire Wing, Civil Air Patrol 
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If my family holocaust story had a soundtrack, the number 
one song on it would be Oyfn Pripechick.   

The song is a paean to the Hebrew language itself.  The 
title means “At the Hearth.”  The lyrics describe a scene in 
an old time Cheder in pre-war Europe, where the rabbi sits 
with little children in front of a crackling fire and tries to 
motivate the children to study hard to learn the Hebrew 
consonants and vowels.  The rabbi tells the children how 
the beauty of our language will sustain them through hard 
times, especially through the difficulties of being a Jew in 
the diaspora. 

My Mom learned the song Oyfn Pripechick during the war 
from hearing her Aunt Fela sing it.  This is the story:   

It was the middle part of the war, when they were living-
hiding in Krakow.  Fela had an apartment with her two 
children, and she had a Polish maid for help. But the maid 
did not know she was working for Jews.  In the evening, 
after the maid was gone for the day, Fela would sit the two 
children on the floor, in the middle of the centermost room, 
away from walls, so as not to be heard, and sing to them in 
a soft voice the song Oyfn Pripechick. 

It’s hard to fathom why someone would take such a risk just 
to sing a song.  So many lives were at stake.  Why did Fela 
do it?  What was so important? 

Fela had grown up on a farm near Lvov in eastern Poland, 
the youngest of five children of Esther and Mechel Roth.  
These were kind people who had earned the respect of 
their Polish neighbors.  Mechel Roth was especially well 
regarded among his Polish neighbors, participating in the 
life of the village, greeting each neighbor by name every 
day as he walked his cows home from pasture.  He was 
friends with the village priest, played chess with him, spoke 
Polish with him.  That was outside.  Inside, the family spoke 
Yiddish, honored the sabbath, kept kosher. 

So, it was a huge surprise and source of grief for her 
parents and her siblings, when Felicia, the youngest child, 
nicknamed Fela, the cosseted favorite, turned away from 
Judaism, ran away from home, eloped with a Polish army 

officer, of all things, and changed her name to Felicitas 
Truszinska.    

But when the war came Fela didn’t need false papers.  She 
genuinely was the tall, stately Mrs. Felicitas Truszinska who 
spoke high class Polish.  Though widowed by the time of 
the war, she had a comfortable situation.  She had a job, an 
income, a home, children, friends, a life.   

Exactly why she traded her good fortune to become a 
savior of Jews, I cannot say.  But I do recall a conversation 
years later, in which I asked her how she came to know 
what had to be done, how she cognized what was really 
happening.  This question fascinates me.  The Nazis did not 
advertise Auschwitz.  They took pains to conceal what they 
were doing.  Of course, we know all about it now, but it took 
more than a little awareness to grasp the meaning of the 
situation in the actual moment.    

Fela told me that she had happened one day to be on the 
outskirts of a crowd where Hitler was speaking.  She 
listened.  She heard how capable he was of whipping up 
emotion, the power of his voice, of his words, of his physical 
presence.  She heard him state his intention to eliminate 
the Jews.  She believed him.   

Once Fela set about to save Jews, she spared no effort.  
With the help of Ala Moskalska, the altruistic young Polish 
woman who was Fela’s “partner in crime,” Fela got seven 
members of her own family, including my mother, out of the 
Lvov ghetto and into hiding.  Later on, Fela made a 
spectacular rescue of two other families from the Warsaw 
ghetto and hid them until the end of the war. 

As to why she sang Oyfn Pripechik to the children during 
the war, taking the risk that the maid would find out, that 
neighbors would hear, that the children would let on, I can 
only suppose she underwent a profound change of heart. 
Hitler had made her want to be Jewish again, made her 
want her children to know they were Jewish, made her 
entreat them, as the rabbi in the song had entreated the 
children, to draw strength from their Jewish identity.  

Temple Israel’s Shem Tov Nominee Rachel Spierer receives her award at the 
JFNH annual meeting, along with other local recipients. 
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The happy ending to Fela’s war story is that after the war 
she emigrated to Israel.  She opened a pharmacy in 
Givataiim, married a Jewish man, lived out her life as a 
proud Israeli speaking Hebrew, and died in Tel Aviv well 
into her nineties.  The two children to whom she sang live 
in Israel to this day.  Mechel and Esther Roth would surely 
be proud. 

As a postscript, dear reader, I would fast forward to the year 
2019, the year in which I hosted a Zikaron Ba Salon, 
meaning “Remembrance in the Living Room.”  This is an 
innovative new way to commemorate the Holocaust.  In 
Zikaron ba Salon we sit together in an intimate setting 
rather than in an auditorium.  We hear a survivor speak or 
see a taped survivor story. Then invited guests are asked 
to share their own feelings in any creative way — art, 
poems, insights, songs — concerning the Holocaust.  To 
the Zikaron at my house in 2019, I invited Rachel and Mel 
Speirer, among other honored guests, and I particularly 
asked Rachel if she would kindly sing Oyfn Pripechik.   

Rachel sang beautifully for us, as you can imagine, dear 
reader.  She had studied the lyrics and gave us a beautiful 
rendition in her lovely soprano voice.  We were a group of 
24 people crammed into my small living room, but she 
made us feel like we had all the space in the world.  Thank 
you, Rachel!   

 

 

High Holiday Gift Shop Fare 

     Challah Boards - $25 

     Challah Knives - $18 

     Challah Cover - $28 

     Candlesticks - $8-15 

     Kiddush Cups - $25 

Contact:  carolsnh@myfairpoint.net  

  

Photo of Fela with her daughter Yoasha  
in Israel around 1950. 

Here is a childhood photo of Fela with her birth family.  She 
is the little girl in the front row receiving a hug from her 
mother Esther.  

Photo of me in conversation with Fela in her apartment in Tel 
Aviv.  She looks short in the photo but she was really quite tall. 

mailto:carolsnh@myfairpoint.net
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To register, contact Karen Jacobs  

or Jennifer Beard at: 
school@templeisraelmht.org. 

 

The TI Kiddush Lunch 

Krew Needs Your Help!!!!! 

The Kiddush Lunch Krew can use 

help!! Some of us are on vacation or 
want a break. 

Twice monthly we meet (usually on a 

Friday) and work in pairs, perhaps 
making a salad, putting out a basket 

of bagels, a dish of gefilte fish or 
whitefish, fruit, and  coffee cake. (All 
refrigerated till after next day's 

service.) 

Can’t come help with prep?  Perhaps 

you can spare a few minutes to put the 
refrigerated foods out and/or help with 
clean-up. 

If you would you like to do a Mitzvah, 
we would love to have you! 

Contact Carol at 
carolsnh@myfairpoint.net 

or 603.623.7752 

 

mailto:school@templeisraelmht.org
mailto:carolsnh@myfairpoint.net
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Morning Minyans – every Wednesday at 7:00am - Contact jlklein@comcast.net 

Sep 2 – 9:45am Shabbat service 

Sep 4   Labor Day – office closed 

Sep 6 - 4:30pm TI Jewish Book club on Zoom 

Sep 9 - 8:30pm Selichot at TAY 

Sep 10 – 10:00am Cemetery Visit with TAY 

Sep 10 – 11:00am Volunteer Day to install the Sukkah 

Sep 15 – 6:00pm Erev Rosh Hashanah Service 

Sep 16 – 9:00am Rosh Hashanah Day 1 

Sep 17 – 9:00am Rosh Hashanah Day 2 

Sep 19 – 6:00pm Tashlisch at Massabesic Lake 

Sep 23 – 11:00am Shabbat Shuva at the home of Rabbi Marc & Valerie.  RSVP required. 

Sep 23-Oct 1: Office closed 

Sep 24 – 6:00pm Kol Nidre 

Sep 25 – 9:00am Yom Kippur Morning 

Sep 25 – 5:15pm Mincha Neilah 

Sep 25 – 7:20pm Blowing of the Shofar 

Sep 25 - 7:30pm Break Fast.  RSVP required. 

Sep 29 – 6:00pm Deli Night.  RSVP required. 

Sep 30 – 9:45am Sukkot Day 1 

mailto:jlklein@comcast.net

