MASS:  Sunday & Wed. 11:00 AM
                                         CONFESSION: Before/after Mass or by appointment               RELIGIOUS EDUCATION:  Children: No CCD until September 15. 

              Monday 9:00 AM    
                                                    ROSARY:  Sunday 10:30 AM 


                                                         Adults – Bible study to resume in August.

MAY 12 11:00 AM
Mass intention: +Faith Lewter (Conrad Pfeiffer family)
Lectors: Conrad Pfeiffer & Justin Gvozdas
Extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion:
Mike Rekasis & Iris Stacey 
Music: JoAnne Beam
Song Leader: Choir
Acolytes: Mason & Logan Zarraga
Ushers: James Savoy & David Bossert
Gifts: Conrad Pfeiffer family 
Collection counters: S. Trimble & D. Bossert
Key: + = repose of soul, * = health 
MON. 5/13+ Sam Altomere (Beam family)
WED. 5/15+ Barbara Silvestri  (Bossert Family)
MAY 19 11:00 AM
Mass intention: +Lucille Johnson (Cathy Hume)
Lectors: Mike Manning & Jay Beam
Extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion:
Lola Whitaker & Mike Rekasis 
Music: JoAnne Beam
Song Leader: Choir
Acolytes: Mason & Logan Zarraga
Ushers: James Savoy & David Bossert
Gifts: Conrad Pfeiffer family 
Collection counters: S. Trimble & D. Bossert
Finance Report: Sunday collection 5/5/2024:
Regular -$2034, Bldg fund  -$595, Vigil lights - $25, Catholic Communication Camp.- $20 

Mass stipends: ($5/Mass) CASH only 

Prayer Intentions
Please pray for: all services (military, EMT’s police, firemen) & their families, Elizabeth Sarasty, Ron Ben-Yishay, Jose Sanchez, Martha DeArma, Penny Wielicki, Christy Hued, Judy Routhier, Isabella Berry, Tom Dugger, Jeanette Sheets, Tom Bronner, Beverly Nogue, Grisette Lima, Orlando Lima, Landy Peter Lima, Sherry Sumners, Tyler Kinchen, Lovey Savoy, Becky Drone, Dom DiMarco, Dr. Scott Benefield, Carla Manning, Denis Mahoney, Kendall Johnson, Bob McCormick, Padre Paco Legarra, Iris Stacey, Timothy Bryant, Robin Scofield, Jane Winchek, Linda Sumners, John Bridges, Ukraine and surrounding nations and all those affected by war in the world.

Ascension paradox: Why we needed Jesus to leave, and why He needed to stay: Nearly everything we know about God, incarnate in Jesus Christ, is paradoxical.
Whether the Ascension comes on Sunday or Thursday (as it still does in the Boston, Hartford, New York, Newark, Omaha, and Philadelphia areas), this Sunday’s readings have a direct application to real life.  They remind us that our Christian life has two dimensions: The part when we are in the real presence of Jesus Christ, in church, and the part where it’s just us, because he is no longer there.
Jesus teaches this lesson in the most dramatic way imaginable.
In the Ascension readings, we get to hear St. Luke’s take on the Ascension twice — once from his Gospel and once from his book the Acts of the Apostles.

Jesus tells the Apostles, “you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, throughout Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” Then “he was lifted up, and a cloud took him from their sight.”

What he does is the equivalent of an airplane pilot-instructor ending an in-flight training session by strapping on a parachute and leaping out of the plane.

It is, in fact, exactly the situation young people find themselves in when their parents help them move into their first apartment and then drive away. In both cases, our first instinct is to stare at the ceiling and say, “What now?”
That was what the Apostles did, until a voice slapped them back down to reality.
“Men of Galilee, why are you standing there looking at the sky?” ask two angels who appear on the scene. “This Jesus who has been taken up from you into heaven will return in the same way as you have seen him going into heaven.”

This makes the task much more digestible for the Apostles. They have to witness to the ends of the earth on their own, but he will return. The airplane instructor plans to radio back in. The parents will visit in a month.

The readings for the Seventh Sunday drive the point home even more. Stephen gets a window into where Christ is. “Behold, I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God,” he says in the first reading. But “I will not leave you orphans,” Jesus says in the Gospel. “I will come back to you, and your hearts will rejoice.”
Not only will Jesus come back, but he will do something no mere human being can do.
The thing we have to remember about God is that he’s God. He is eternal and omnipresent; we are limited by time and space. That means that nearly everything we know about God, incarnate in Jesus Christ, is paradoxical: He is Almighty God and an unborn child; the Source of all Life and dead on a cross.

He has to act in these paradoxical ways so that our limited understanding can grasp his enormous magnitude. We human beings would never take responsibility if he stays around, so he leaves. But we human beings would never succeed without him, so he stays.

How? Before he ascended, Jesus gave the Apostles his real presence in the Eucharist and told them to wait for “the promise of the Father” that “in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”

That means that we have the whole Trinity right here with us: The Father’s promise, the Holy Spirit, and Jesus Christ himself, who the Psalm and Second Reading assure us, “sits upon his holy throne” with “all things beneath his feet.”

God is with us; God is hidden. We are powerless; his power with us is total. This is always God’s teaching style, from the beauty he painted into the night sky to the order he wrote into the universe.
The very last words of the Gospel reading reveal the key to how this system works.
The last words of the Ascension Gospel are also the last words of the entire Gospel of Luke:

“They did him homage and then returned to Jerusalem with great joy, and they were continually in the temple praising God.”

Thus, Luke’s Gospel ends where it began: In the Temple. Way back in Luke 1, the very first scene that Luke shares is Zechariah in the Temple, hearing God’s promise that his salvation is on the way. Zechariah doubts it.

Here, the Apostles hear God’s promise and believe.

For them, the Temple is the place where they receive grace from on high to bring Jesus to the rest of the world.

For us, the church is the place where we rest with God and gather the graces we need to bring our faith to the rest of our lives.
We enjoy the real presence of Jesus in our churches so that we can address the real absence of Jesus in the world outside.
“You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, throughout Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth,” Jesus tells the Apostles.

“You will be my witnesses in your homes, your neighborhood, and your workplace — to the ends of the earth,” he tells us. It’s up to us. With him.
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