The Assumption, 2023 Cycle. A..
Today when celebrate the Assumption of Mary, we are reminded that Mary’s Assumption is not about her, instead, as did her life, this day points to God and to hope: At the end of her earthly life, she was raised to eternal life with her Son. She is forever our role model in her assent and faithfulness to God’s will. Her assumption is an anticipation of our resurrection at the end of our life here on earth. The Church sees in Mary a symbol to see beyond her to the God whom she served so well.
 By contemplating Mary in Heavenly glory, we understand that the earth is not the definitive homeland for us either, and that if we live with our gaze fixed on eternal goods we will one day share in the same glory and the earth will become more beautiful. Consequently we must not lose hope and our serenity and peace even amid the thousands of daily difficulties and struggles of life. The luminous sign of our Lady taken up into Heaven shines out even more brightly when sad shadows of suffering and violence seem to loom on the horizon.
 Our readings today remind us of the theologically significant connection of the Ark of the Covenant in the OT to our Blessed Mother. When Pope Pius XII declared this dogma officially in 1950, he relied on the work of the early Church fathers and doctors of the Church. The Ark of the Convent was where the Lord dwelled among his people; it was the way God manifested his presence in the Old Law. Therefore, the Blessed Virgin was the Ark of the New Covenant; within her the Divine Son first dwelled when he entered human history. As we say in the Nicene Creed: “By the Holy Spirit, he was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man”.
 In the reading from the Book of Revelation, the Ark of the Covenant is seen in the Heavenly temple. This is witnessed just before a woman is revealed, who gives birth to a son, "destined to rule all the nations with an iron rod”. Just as the Ark brought glory to the temple, so the Blessed Mother brought forward the Savior and the cornerstone of the Church.
In Luke's Gospel, as Mary greets Elizabeth, the child in John leaps in Elizabeth’s womb. This is meant to be an allusion to the dancing of the King David before the Ark as it is brought into Jerusalem (2 Samuel: 6: 14). Just as David danced in the holy presence of God with the Ark, so John the Baptist, inspired by the Holy Spirit, dances before Jesus. Mary is the Holy Vessel that brings that manifestation of the Divine Son into the world.
This powerful parallel between the Holy Ark of God and the Blessed Virgin Mary is one of the reasons that God did not allow Mary to simply be buried in a tomb. Because she was the Tabernacle in which the Lord came to dwell among us not just spiritually, but physically, it was right that she would be the first Christian to experience Heaven in a glorified body. The body of Jesus Christ was the first glorified human body to enter the Heavenly Kingdom; Mary was the next. Jesus was simply returning to Heaven as the Divine Son, though this time with a human body. Mary was the first glorified human body to enter heaven, united in her death to the source of all life.
The Good news for us is that Mary's experience will one day be ours. When Jesus returns and we all receive a glorified body in the Resurrection to life, we will join them, and fill Heaven with redeemed humanity. Mary was the first, but the Church will follow. We celebrate the victory that God gave to her, and we celebrate our victory that one day we will fully enjoy. Mary's assumption into Heaven, body and soul, flows from God’s generous preserving of her sinless body that was alone graced to bear Jesus into the world. No other person was so closely united with Jesus in his earthly life than his mother.
This solemnity certainly honors Mary and her role in our salvation, but it is also about a promise God made to us through His Son:  we shall rise on the last day. The Assumption reminds us of the greatest gift God has given us: a chance to live with Him. It is our spiritual regeneration then, our rising from the effects of sin and death that Mary wishes to share with us as she is assumed into heaven. The image of Mary already assumed into Heaven also calls us to think of the Church in its own perfection. The Mother of Jesus in the glory which she possesses in body and soul in Heaven is the image and the beginning of the Church as it is to be perfected in the world to come.
