
Kenneth A. Bruecker, DVM, MS, DACVS, DACVSMR
Board Certified Veterinary Surgery

Board Certified Veterinary Sports Medicine and Rehabilitation
Ventura, California USA

kbruecker@me.com

covesurgery.com

Patient Positioning for  
Orthopedic Radiographic Studies

mailto:kbruecker@me.com


covesurgery.com

Basic Priniciples
Label 

Clinic Name 
Patient Name 
Client Name 
Date 
PennHip: ID # 
OFA: AKC # 
R/L Markers:  Lateral side of limb 
Size Reference Marker 
        “Digital X-ray Calibration Ball”

1” = 2.54 cm

0.955” = 2.426 cm
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Basic Priniciples- Viewing
Going to the left Going to the left“Looking” from the Front
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Scapula
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Scapula
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Shoulder Radiographs

Lateral (“Superman”) 
CdCr  
Skyline
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Shoulder Radiographs

Lateral (“Superman”) 
CdCr 
Skyline
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Humerus Radiographs
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Long Bones Radiographs- Humerus

2 Views: Lateral and CrCd/CdCr 
Center Beam at Center of Bone 
Include Joint Above and Joint Below

X
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Long Bones Radiographs- Humerus

2 Views: Lateral and CrCd/CdCr 
Center Beam at Center of Bone 
Include Joint Above and Joint Below
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Elbow Radiographs

4 View Study 
Lateral 
Flexed Lateral 
CrCD (AP) : Include Carpus  
CrCD 10º: Cone Down
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Elbow Radiographs

4 View Study 
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Flexed Lateral 
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10º

30º30º40º
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Carpus Radiographs

CrCd and Lateral 
Stress Views 

Hyperextension 
Valgus/Varus 

Skyline View
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Carpus Radiographs

CrCd and Lateral 
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Hyperextension 
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Hip/Pelvis Radiographs in Mature Patient

2 Views

VD: Hip ExtendedLateral
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Lateral Pelvis
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Hip Radiographs in Young Dog

Tip: Rotate stifles inward 
before pulling legs down.

VD Hip Extended View
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PennHip® Distraction View

Hip Radiographs in Young Dog
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Frog Leg View

Hip Radiographs in Young Dog
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Hip Radiographs in Young Dog
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25-30º Tilted Pelvis View

Hind Limb Alignment Radiographs- Femur
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Long Bones Radiographs- Femur
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Femur//Stifle

2 Views 
Lateral and CdCr 

Special Consideration 
TPLO Candidate 

Full Tibia 

Patella Luxation 
VD Pelvis/Tilted 
Skyline View
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Stress Free Positioning
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Center Beam on Stifle

Radiograph: Lateral View
Stifle Radiographs
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covesurgery.com Medial cortex of calcaneus 
should bisect (split) the talus

Radiograph: CdCr ViewStifle Radiographs
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Long Bones Radiographs: Special

Angular/Rotational Limb 
Deformities 

Multiple Views Required 
Good CrCd of Joint Above 
Good CrCd of Joint Below 
Good Lateral of Joint Above 
Good Lateral of Joint Below 

Comparison to Contralateral Limb
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Spine Radiographs
Regions 

 Cranial Cervical, Caudal Cervical, Thorax, T-L, Lumbar, LS
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Spine Radiographs

VD: 6 Views 
Lateral: 6 views 

Spine Parallel to Table Top 
Foam Wedges, Cotton

X


