
 

 

 

  

Species Open Season Minimum Length Bag Limit fish i.d. 

Yellowtail All Year 
24” except up to (5) fish less than 24” 

may be taken 
10 

 

White Sea 

Bass 
All Year 28” 

3 except only 

one between 

March 15-June 15 

 

California 

Halibut 
All Year 22” 5 

 

Bluefin Tuna All Year No minimum 2 

 

Yellowfin, Big 

Eye, and 

Albacore Tuna 

All Year No minimum 10 

 

SlaydaySOCAL 

Albacore bigeye 

yellowfin 

*** No angler may have over 20 fish total in possession 



Skipjack All Year No minimum 10 

 

Bonito All Year 
24” or 5 lbs except up to 5 fish less 

than 24” or under 5 lbs may be taken 
10 

 

Bass (Spotted, 

Calico, Sand) 
All Year 14” 

5 of ANY combo of 

species 

 

Sheephead Mar 1-Dec 31 12” in less than 600 ft 5 

 

Whitefish Mar 1-Dec 31 No minimum in less than 600 ft 10 

 

Sculpin ALL YEAR 10” in less than 600 ft 5 

 

Rockfish Mar 1-Dec 31 No minimum – LESS THAN 600-FT 

10 of ANY combo of 

species (see special 

note below) *** 

See last page 

spotted calico 

sand 



Lingcod Mar 1-Dec 31 22” in less than 600 ft 2 

 

Barracuda All Year 28” 10 

 

Mako & 

Thresher 

Shark 

All Year No minimum 2 

 

CA Spiny 

Lobster 
Sep 29-Mar 20 

3 ¼” from the rear edge of the eye 

socket (between the horns) to the rear 

edge of the carapace (body shell) 

7 

 

 

*** Rockfish: These species may only be taken or possessed in waters less than 600 feet (100 fathoms) deep. The daily bag and possession 

limit is 10 fish in combination of all species with a sub-limit on: red vermillion (4 fish per person) black & copper rockfish (1 per 

person) and canary rockfish (2 per person). Yelloweye rockfish, BRONZESPOTTED, yelloweye, and Cowcod may not be retained (bag limit: 

zero) *** 

***filleting: (from sportfishing ca regs book: 27.65. FILLETING OF FISH ON VESSELS.) 

 (1) Kelp bass, barred sand bass, and spotted sand bass: All fillets shall be a minimum of 7 ½ inches in length. Each fillet shall bear 

intact a one-inch square patch of skin. 

(2) Barracuda: Fillets must be a minimum of 17 inches in length. Each fillet shall bear intact a one inch square patch of silver skin. 

(3) Lingcod. Lingcod fillets must be a minimum of 14 inches in length. Each fillet shall bear intact a one-inch square patch of skin. The 

minimum size and minimum fillet size for lingcod may be changed during the year or in-season by the department of dfg 

(4) White sea bass: Fillets must be a minimum of 19 inches in length. Each fillet shall bear intact a one-inch square patch of silver skin. 

mako 

thresher 



(5) Pacific bonito: No more than 10 fillets of any length may be possessed. All bonito fillets possessed shall be considered a part of the 

allowable undersized tolerance of five bonito per day less than 24 inches fork length or weighing less than five pounds as provided in 

Section 28.32 of these regulations. All fillets shall bear intact a one-inch square patch of skin. 

(6) California halibut taken from or possessed aboard a vessel south of Point Arena (Mendocino County): Fillets must be a minimum of 

16 ¾  inches in length and shall bear the entire skin intact. A fillet from a California halibut (flesh from one entire side of the fish with 

the entire skin intact) may not be cut in half fillets. However, a fillet may be cut lengthwise in a straight line along the midline of the 

fillet where the fillet was attached to the vertebra (backbone) of the fish only if the two pieces of a fillet remain joined along their 

midline for a length of at least two inches at one end of the fillet. 

(7) Yellowtail: Fillets must be a minimum of 17 inches in length, except not more than 10 fillets may be less than 17 inches. Each fillet 

shall bear intact a one-inch square patch of skin. 

(8) Rockfish: Fillets must have the entire skin attached. The minimum size and minimum fillet size for rockfish may be changed during 

the year or in-season  

(9) California scorpionfish (commonly termed “sculpin”): Fillets must be a minimum of 5 inches. Each fillet shall bear intact a one-

inch square patch of skin. The minimum size and minimum fillet size for California scorpionfish may be changed during the year  

(10) Ocean whitefish: Fillets must be a minimum of 6 ½ inches in length and shall bear the entire skin intact. 

(11) For all species of tuna filleted, please see separate tuna filleting document on our website 

*** filleting your special catch: California sheephead are now on the list of fish that may be filleted at sea. fillets must be a minimum 

of 6 ¾ inches in length and bear the entire skin intact.   



 

 



 


