
   

Sunday, May 5, 2024                                      9:30 AM 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 

 Gathered  to Worship! 

Pastor Luis Ochoa 
Pastor Chris Stoxen 
Pastor Bernie Carl 

480-969-7221 
Pastor@firstevlutheran.com 

First Evangelical Lutheran Church 
142 North Date Street,  

Mesa, AZ 85201 
480-969-7221 

felc@firstevlutheran.com 

 
 

To join worship on YouTube, 
use the link below: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4nqskhAZdkc 
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GATHERING 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
OPENING PRAYER  
 

The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to 
live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive 
your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Gracious God, 
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the 
power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our 
sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us 
again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness 
of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins 
are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ 
may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG           Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty                  ELW 533 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GREETING  

P: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,  and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.      

 

C: And also with you. 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE:  THIS IS THE FEAST 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

A: The Lord be with you. 
C:      And also with you. 
 
A: Loving Lord, you have showered your world with faith, hope, and love. Help us to be 

faithful to you, to offer hope to those in need, and to love all your children. Amen. 
 

You may be seated.     

 

WORD 

FIRST LESSON  Mark 12:28-34  
28 One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing that Jesus had given 
them a good answer, he asked him, “Of all the commandments, which is the most important?” 
29 “The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the 
Lord is one. 30 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind and with all your strength.’ 31 The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as 
yourself.’ There is no commandment greater than these.” 32 “Well said, teacher,” the man 
replied. “You are right in saying that God is one and there is no other but him. 33 To love him 
with all your heart, with all your understanding and with all your strength, and to love your 
neighbor as yourself is more important than all burnt offerings and sacrifices.” 34 When Jesus 
saw that he had answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of 
God.” And from then on no one dared ask him any more questions. 
 

The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 98 
 1Sing a new song to the Lord, who has done marvelous things, 
  whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory. 
 2O Lord, you have made known your victory, 
  you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations. 
 3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel; 
  all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 
 4Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands;  
       lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.  
 5Sing to the Lord with the harp,  
        with the harp and the voice of song. 
 6With trumpets and the sound of the horn  
        shout with joy before the king, the Lord. 
 7Let the sea roar, and all that fills it,  
        the world and those who dwell therein. 
 8Let the rivers clap their hands, 
  and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord, who comes to judge the earth. 
 9The Lord will judge the world with righteousness  
         and the peoples with equity.  
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                        ELW page 188 

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL          1 Corinthians 13:1-13  

The holy gospel  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a resounding 
gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all 
knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, I am 
nothing. 3 If I give all I possess to the poor and give over my body to hardship that I may 
boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing. 
4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It does not 
dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of 
wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, always 
trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 
8 Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are 
tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. 9 For we know in 
part and we prophesy in part, 10 but when completeness comes, what is in part 
disappears. 11 When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a 
child. When I became a man, I put the ways of childhood behind me. 12 For now we see only a 
reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know 
fully, even as I am fully known. 
13 And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love. 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

The assembly sits. 
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SERMON                         Pastor Luis Ochoa 

Please be seated.  
 
 

Hymn of the Day                                    Rock of Ages          ELW 623  

CHILDREN’S SERMON   
 

APOSTLES’ CREED  
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
       who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
       suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
       he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
       he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
       and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
       the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

A: Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the church, the 
world, and all those in need of good news.  

Your Holy Spirit falls upon all who hear the word. Fill your church with the gifts of your Spirit 
and give understanding hearts to those who strengthen our commitments with our ecumenical 
and interreligious partners. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
You speak and the face of the earth is renewed. Revive your creation, that habitats and every 
kind of living thing might flourish. Protect endangered species and help us to care for all your 
creatures. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Your world is divided and the nations rage. Grant wisdom and vision to world leaders, that 
they may seek justice, peace, and the good of all. Strengthen international partnerships and 
cooperation. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Your children are in need. Comfort all those who suffer, especially those afflicted by anxiety, 
depression, and mental illness. Help us to be conduits of your love in our care for one another. 
We pray especially for those we name aloud or in our hearts. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Your work is done in this place with our hands. Bless the ministries of this congregation, the 
food pantry, LSS Family Resource Center, I-Help, and Concordia Charter School, that we may 
embody your love for the world. Inspire those who plan and lead worship, council members, 
committee members, and volunteers. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Your blessed saints now rest in you. Give us thankful hearts for those who have gone before 
us. At the last, bring us all together around your heavenly banquet table. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 
abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. 
Amen. 
 

A: The Peace of the Lord be with you always.   

 And also with you. 
 

 A: Let us share a sign of God’s peace. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANTHEM                   Choir 
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OFFERING  

THE DOXOLOGY                     ELW 884 
 

 

 

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 

A: Let us pray. 
 

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with blessings. 
As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise 
you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

MEAL 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
 

DIALOGUE  
 

P: The Lord be with you:                       
C: And also with you. 
 

P: Lift up your hearts:                            
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P: Give thanks to the Lord our God      
C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE  
 

P:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 
who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 
with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE        
  
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.  

 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those  
 who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
 and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 



 11 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

P: The Gifts of God for the people of God.          C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
LAMB OF GOD 

The assembly sits. We receive communion by kneeling at the altar; after receiving communion 

you may return to your seat. 
 

COMMUNION  
 

P: The body of Christ, given for you. 

 The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
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COMMUNION SONG             Now the Silence           ELW 460  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stand as you are able. 
 

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION  

P: The body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ,  
strengthen you and keep you in his peace. 
 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

A: Let us pray. 
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer darkness, 
water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses 
to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, 
our risen Lord. Amen.  
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SENDING 
 

BENEDICTION  

P: Life is short and we do not have much time to gladden the hearts of those who travel with 
us. So be swift to love, make haste to be kind, and may the blessing and peace of God be with 
you and the whole world.   Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG                Lead On, O King Eternal          ELW 805  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

A: Go in peace. Share the good news.     

C:   
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Congregational Discussion Meeting  

   June 2 after worship 

with a potluck.  

Food Assignments:  

  A - H   Main Dish 

  I - P   Side Dish   

Q - Z   Dessert 
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The Food Pantry is in 

need of cereal and 
pasta noodles.  

  
There is an abundance 
of red sauce, but not 

noodles.  
  

If you’d like to 
donate, please bring 

your donation to Traci 
or Richard.   

 
Thank you! 
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Join us! 

1989 W Elliot Rd, Chandler 85224 

on Mondays at 6:30 PM for a  

beverage and rousing discussion of 

 current social issues.  

 

Pastor Bernie leads studies 

Wednesday mornings at          

6:30  & 9AM 

Meeting ID:  819 0306 8084 

Passcode:  606144 
 

Or join in person at Holy Trinity 

Spanish Bible Study 

followed by Fellowship 

Mondays 6 PM   

Conference Room. 

 

Monday Morning Book Club 

“Accidental Saints” 

Mondays at 8 AM on Zoom 

Meeting ID: 838 1436 2438 

Passcode: 132468 

 

Now you can bring your 

Change for Change offering                                              

ANY day of the month! 

Look for the jar in the narthex 

and contribute any time you 

walk by it!  

 


