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Sunday, April 28, 2024 

Fifth Sunday of Easter, Year B 
Introduction 
This Sunday’s image of how the risen Christ shares his life with us is the image of the 
vine. Christ the vine and we the branches are alive in each other, in the mystery of 
mutual abiding described in the gospel and the first letter of John. Baptism makes us a 
part of Christ’s living and life-giving self and makes us alive with Christ’s life. As the 
vine brings food to the branches, Christ feeds us at his table. We are sent out to bear 
fruit for the life of the world. 
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Welcome  
 
Prelude:  If Thou Art Near – Bach  
 
Thanksgiving for Baptism 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, 
as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the wellspring of grace, our Easter, and our joy. 
ALL:  Amen. 
 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy 
and forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

 
 
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you created us in your 
image and placed us in a well-watered garden. In the desert, you promised 
pools of water for the parched, and you gave us water from the rock. When 
we did not know the way, you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still 
waters. At the cross, you washed us from Jesus’ wounded side, and on this 
day, you shower us again with the water of life. 
  
We praise you for your salvation through water, for the water in this font, 
and for all water everywhere.   
 
Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love. Satisfy all who thirst and give 
us the life only you can give. 
To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ, our living water, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
 
ALL:  Amen. 
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Hymn:    Baptized in Water – ELW 456 
 

 
 
 
 
Prayer of the Day 
 
O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live. 
Nourish our life in his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and 
know the fullness of your joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 
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First Reading: Acts 8:26-40 
 
A reading from the book of Acts. 
 
26An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that 
goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) 27So he got up and 
went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of 
the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 
28and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 
29Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” 30So Philip ran up to 
it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you 
are reading?” 31He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited 
Philip to get in and sit beside him. 32Now the passage of the scripture that he was 
reading was this:  
 “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 
  and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 
   so he does not open his mouth. 
 33In his humiliation justice was denied him. 
  Who can describe his generation? 
   For his life is taken away from the earth.” 
34The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, 
about himself or about someone else?” 35Then Philip began to speak, and starting with 
this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. 36As they were going 
along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! 
What is to prevent me from being baptized?” 38He commanded the chariot to stop, and 
both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. 
39When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the 
eunuch saw him no more and went on his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at 
Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all 
the towns until he came to Caesarea. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
ALL:  Thanks be to God 
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Psalm: Psalm 22:25-31 
 
Reader:  From you comes my praise in the great assembly; 
    I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the LORD. 
 
ALL:  The poor shall eat and be satisfied, 
    Let those who seek the LORD give praise!  
  May your hearts live forever! 
  

Reader:  All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD; 
    all the families of nations shall bow before God. 
  

ALL:  For dominion belongs to the LORD, 
    who rules over the nations.  
 
Reader:  Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship; 
    all who go down to the dust, though they be dead,  
  shall kneel before the LORD. 
 
ALL:  Their descendants shall serve the LORD, 
    whom they shall proclaim to generations to come. 
 
Reader:  They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn, 
    saying to them, “The LORD has acted!”  
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Second Reading: 1 John 4:7-21 
 
A reading from the first letter of John.  
 
7Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is 
born of God and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is 
love. 9God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the 
world so that we might live through him. 10In this is love, not that we loved God but that 
he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Beloved, since 
God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen 
God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. 
 13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his 
Spirit. 14And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior 
of the world. 15God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they 
abide in God. 16So we have known and believe the love that God has for us.  
  God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 
17Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of 
judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. 18There is no fear in love, but 
perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has 
not reached perfection in love. 19We love because he first loved us. 20Those who say, “I 
love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a 
brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. 
21The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love their 
brothers and sisters also. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
ALL:  Thanks be to God 
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Gospel: John 15:1-8 
The Holy Gospel according to John. 
ALL:  Glory to You, O Lord.  
 
[Jesus said:] 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2He removes every 
branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it 
bear more fruit. 3You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to 
you. 4Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless 
it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine, you are 
the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart 
from me you can do nothing. 6Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a 
branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If 
you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be 
done for you. 8My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my 
disciples.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord 
ALL:  Praise to You, O Christ.  
 
Sermon:  Pr. Anne Harman  
 
Hymn of the Day:  Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death – ELW 452 
 

 



 8 

Nicene Creed 
 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge  
the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son  
is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
  



 9 

Prayers of Intercession 
Please respond to each invocation:  God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 
A Sign of Peace and Reconciliation  
 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 

 
 

THE LORD’S SUPPER 
Please be seated. 

OFFERING 
All that we have, physically and spiritually comes from God. 

Our offering, of time, talent and treasure is a response to our awareness  
that God is the creator of all things and that we are redeemed  

through life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  
Your support of this ministry and the faith life of this community is appreciated 

 
Hymn: I Come with Joy  
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Offering Prayer 
 
Risen One, 
 all recite together 
you call us to believe and bear fruit. 
May the gifts that we offer here 
be signs of your abiding love. 
Form us to be your witnesses in the world, 
through Jesus Christ, our true vine.  Amen. 
 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
DIALOGUE 
 
The Lord be with you. 
R/. And also with you.  
 
Lift up your hearts. 
R/.  We lift them up to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
R/.  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
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Lord’s Prayer  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
Invitation to Communion 

We believe that Holy Communion is the body and blood of Jesus.  In this sacrament 
we are invited to have a personal experience of Christ’s presence.  This is the Lord’s 

table.  All who desire to be in relationship with Christ are welcome to receive.   
 

We receive communion using bread and wine.   If you need to receive a gluten free host, please ask 
the communion minister.  They are in a separate plastic wrap marked “gluten free.”  For those who 

prefer to receive grape juice rather than wine you will find white grape juice in the center of the trays 
as communion is given.  If you have a question, please ask the minister as you receive.  The bread 

and wine should be consumed here in the church before you return to your seat.  If for some reason, 
you are unable to consume either the bread or wine please bring what was not consumed to the 

ushers or the pastor as soon as the service is completed.   
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ACS 962  
A modern paraphrase of the Lamb of God 
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HYMN:  There in God’s Garden – ELW 342 
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TABLE BLESSING  
 
 +May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
 heal you, strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
  
Prayer after Communion 
Shepherding God, 
you have prepared a table before us 
and nourished us with your love. 
Send us forth from this banquet 
to proclaim your goodness 
and share the abundant mercy of Jesus, 
our redeemer and friend. 
ALL:  Amen. 
 
 
Announcements:  
 
Blessing 
Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
ALL:  Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
The God of resurrection power, 
the Christ of unending joy, 
and the Spirit of Easter hope 
☩ bless you now and always. 
Amen. 
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Hymn: Alleluia!  Jesus is Risen!  ELW 377  
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Dismissal 
Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
Announcements:  
 
Church Women United May Friendship Program will be Friday May 3, at Dedicated 
Senior Medical Center on 855 S. Highland Ave, Clearwater. This is on the southeast 
corner of Highland and Druid Rd. Registration: 10:30; Program: 11:00; Lunch: 12:00. 
The program will be a Bible Study on "Mercy" based on Matthew 5:7 as well as a 
presentation by the medical center staff. Dedicated Senior Medical Center is a family-
owned primary and specialty care practice committed to providing Medicare-eligible 
seniors greater access to quality healthcare. All are welcome. A sign-up sheet is in the 
narthex to provide us with a general idea of how many people will stay for lunch. 
Phyllis Berlage, CWU President  
 
Our last day for Sunday Worship in this building is May 12, Mother’s Day.  The 
theme of our day will be With Faith, Moving On.  We will have a beautiful liturgical 
celebration followed by a catered lunch in Kinports Hall.  We will send a formal 
announcement to the congregation this week with a process for you to sign up for the 
lunch.   You are welcome to invite anyone you think would like to be part of this 
celebration. However, we do need a count for the lunch.  We will let you know what the 
approximate cost of the lunch will be, and we will have a basket in the hall for 
donations to help offset the cost.  Sign-up sheet is in the Narthex  
 
The Funeral for Charlie Christ will be on Saturday, May 18 at 2:30.  There will be a 
meal immediately after the service.  All are welcome to attend. Please sign up in the 
Narthex 
 
 
Help is needed for Sunday Fellowship. Please volunteer for a Sunday to set up or 
clean up. Many volunteers make light work for everyone. A sign-up sheet is in the 
Narthex. For information on what this involves please see/call Phyllis Berlage, Diane 
Harrop, Coordinators, or Susan Murray, Gretchen Bush. After Sunday church service 
is an ideal time for us to show you what this involves.   
 
St. Pete Pride - June 2024 

Although St. Pete Pride Month seems far away in our calendars, plans have been 
underway for months for us to participate in 3 days of events this year with St. Mark 
and Trinity Lutheran Churches. If you would like to be part of our witness to the 
LGBTQIA community, please sign up in the Narthex. Tee shirts for these events must 
be ordered before April 15. 
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Lutheran Services of Florida is collecting new items for new mothers and babies for 
Mother’s Day.  Diapers and formula are at the top of the list of needs.  
 
 
Wednesday Contemplative Worship – Summer Schedule. 
We will gather at St. John’s on Wednesday evenings on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday 
throughout the summer.  See the dates below and mark your calendars!  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 19 

  



 20 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
A Reconciling in Christ Congregation  

 
407 S. Saturn Avenue, Clearwater, FL 33755                        

727- 446-7718 
 

 
St. Paul's Lutheran Church, a Reconciling in Christ congregation, embodies God’s love, and 

promise of salvation through faith in Christ by extending inclusion and welcome to all. 
 
 

We welcome the full, active participation of all who worship and minister with us.  If you are 
interested in learning more about Jesus, God’s life and action in the world and our lives, the 
Lutheran faith, or this congregation and how you can be more involved, please reach out to 

Pastor Anne.  
 
 
 
 

St. Paul’s Email: office@stpaulsclearwater.org 
 

St. Paul’s Website:  https://www.stpaulsclearwater.org 
 

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/st.paulslutheranchurch.clearwater.fl 
 
 
 

To reach Pastor Anne 
pastoranneharman@gmail.com   
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