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Serious Tackle Box
T h e

W i t h  C h r i s  G o n z a l e s

Experienced  Fishing Advice To 
Make Fishing Great Again

Chunk It!

Chunk I t ! - A phrase related to throwing 

something  when I  was a kid on 

Galveston Is land many years ago -  throwing just  about any-

thing. Today’s def ini t ion, however,  is about the eff ic ient method 

of at tract ing deep-water yel lowf in tuna to an anchored or 

dr i f t ing boat;  i t ’s sending out a str ing of hookless bai t  chunks, 

“ f reebies”,  to draw tuna into str ik ing distance of your hook 

bai ts. 

 

The f i rst  step in this process is having a f ish cut into chunks; a 

bonito or smal l  b lackf in tuna caught onsi te is the freshest and 

best.  See the i l lustrat ion for chunk-cutt ing patterns.  

 

Start  by making cuts vert ical ly to the bone, about one inch 

apart .  Not ice the angle cuts in the forward sect ion, again to 

the bone. This produces chunks that s ink with a sort  of  swir l 

mot ion. The lengthwise cuts shown on the rear wi l l  g ive the tra-

di t ional  square or cube chunks. Whichever pattern you choose, 

the next cut wi l l  be from the head to tai l  in a f i let ing motion. 

Careful ly make this cut about one inch below the skin.  This wi l l 

g ive many chunks with skin on. Now, make another s imi lar cut 

next to the backbone to get another batch of chunks without 

skin.  Repeat the procedure on the other s ide of your chunk 

donor.  Skinned, skinless, square, or diamond-shaped chunks 

al l  work wel l . 

 

Naming a “designated chunker” is the best way to go, other-

wise, the down-current chunk trai l  may be broken, defeat ing 

the purpose of chunking. Start  by broadcast ing a few handfuls, 

then throw in 6-8 chunks as the previous batch go out of  s ight. 

I t  wi l l  usual ly take a whi le to draw tuna into range behind the 

boat.  A broken chunk trai l  may have those fol lowing i t  to the 

boat disperse when they come to a gap. They’ l l  st i l l  be look-

ing for something to eat,  but not behind your boat.  Handing 

out a few chunks at a t ime is cr i t ical ;  you want to tease them 

in,  not overfeed them. A very important factor in chunking 

is that i t  must cont inue once tuna are seen, or i f  hookups 

start .  I f  not cont inued, the school might lose interest and go 

elsewhere. Hooked chunk bai ts can be f ished freel ined or 

Carol ina r igged. The amount of  weight needed wi l l  natural ly 

be dictated by the current and the depth of the tuna. 

 

Circ le hooks are the way to go when using chunk bai ts,  as 

in the i l lustrat ion, which is shown with a 5/0 to 7 /0 Owner™ 

Ringed Super Mutu. Other hooks that work wel l  are Mus-

tad™39960D in sizes 9/0 and 10/0, or Eagle Claw™L2004G, 

6/0 and 7/0. Aggressive hooksets wi l l  l ikely resul t  in a ghost 

f ish; i t  won’t  be there because the bai t  and hook have been 
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pul led out of  your tuna’s mouth. I f  your chunk is being dr i f ted 

out and down in the current,  let  the tuna run a few seconds, 

put the reel  in gear,  and you should be hooked up as the l ine 

comes t ight.  I f  the reel  is in gear at  the take, you can point 

your rod t ip at  the l ine’s entry into the water,  then raise your 

rod t ip as the l ine comes t ight;  same resul ts -  hooked up. 

 

Even at night,  tuna may be leader-shy. Moonl ight,  l ights on the 

boat or a product ion plat form may make your leader vis ible to 

them from the l ight ref lect ing off  the leader ’s surface. Fluoro-

carbon leaders work -  but at  a pr ice. An al ternat ive that works 

wel l  at  a bargain pr ice is what I  cal l  “Poor Man’s Fluorocarbon”.

I t ’s basical ly putt ing a crosshatch pattern on a mono leader ’s 

surface using a piece of Scotch-Bri te™ pad. The crosshatch 

surface disturbance breaks up ref lected l ight,  making mono 

close to invis ible in the water.  Ei ther of  these steal th leaders is 

especial ly effect ive in br ight sunl ight,  near the surface where 

your leader has the highest probabi l i ty of  being seen.

 

Without gett ing into a lot  of  detai l  as far as tackle goes, i t ’s 

suff ic ient to say that yel lowf in tuna of say 70lbs. and over re-

quire the use of stand-up gear . . .  5-1/2 foot to 6’ 6” 50 – 100# 

rods with 2-speed reels loaded with BRAIDED l ine, a rod bel t , 

and harness. Don’t  forget to br ing your assortment of  approved 

painki l lers as you’re going to need them after the smoke has 

cleared. These tunas are tough customers. 

 

Get out there and chunk a chunk, hang on, and f ind out for 

yoursel f .  Stop by Serious Tackle and see our select ion of Tuna 

Tackle.  “Serious Tackle for Serious Fish. M.F.G.A.

I f  you have any questions, stop by 
Serious Tackle or email  me at 

chris@serioustackle.com.


