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T a c k l e  B o x

T he surgeon’s end loop, the easiest to t ie of the mo-
no-f i lament loop knots. I  think i t ’s a somewhat over-
looked knot and misused at t imes when i t  is ut i l ized. 
When appl ied correct ly, numerous uses throughout the 

water column come to mind, ranging from free-l ining near the 
surface to heavy single drop bottom rigs.

Knot strength is always something to consider when select ing 
any knot; this one is rated at about 95%. When talking about 
knot strength, remember — if  your mono isn’t  I .G.F.A. Line Class 
rated, you can bet that i t  wi l l  over test i ts stated pound test.  What 
this translates into is that, with a 95% knot, i t  won’t  fai l  unt i l 
somewhat over the stated pound test on the spool.

The surgeon’s end loop tying is shown at the top of the i l lustra-
t ion. Form the knot as shown, hold both strands at 1, moisten the 
mono with sal iva, t ighten evenly by pul l ing on the loop. I t  should 
now look l ike the i l lustrat ion’s second view, left .  This is the basis 
for the rest of the r igs to be covered. They wil l  be the correct loop 
to hook connection, and why; the freel ine/sow rig variat ions, and 
the single drop bottom rig, and why.

The correct loop-to-hook connection is shown in oval “A”. Get 
there by passing the loop through the hook eye from the “bend” 
side of the hook. Now, twist i t  and pass the loop over the bend 
side of the hook, twist i t  again and pass the loop back over the 
hook bend, then twist i t  and pass i t  over the bend side of the 
hook one last t ime. Evenly snug i t  up a bit  and the wraps around 
the hook shank wil l  look l ike those in oval “A”. Oval “B” shows 
how the wraps look when t ightened against the hook eye. What i t 
also shows is the direct pul l ,  in l ine with the hook point.  Another 
great benefi t  is that, when the l ine comes t ight at the hookup of 
your target species, the force appl ied to the hook causes i ts eye 
to be forced down; this rotates the hook point into faster, deeper 
penetrat ion. 

Don’t give away this hookup advantage by passing the sur-
geon’s loop through the hook eye from the other side. Oval “C” 
shows the different hook point posit ion in relat ion to the pul l  of a 
t ighten l ine; this pul l  obviously won’t rotate the hook point ei ther. 
Careful ly do this connection both ways and see the benefi t  for 
yourself ,  i t ’s one of those l i t t le things that do make a difference.

The freel ine/sow rig difference is the use of,  and size of egg 
weight that ’s used. This is about as simple as r igging gets, for 
just about anything without a lot of mono-sl icing teeth. That would 
include l ing, snapper, dolphin, grouper and amberjack. With a 
nose-hooked, whole bait f ish on the hook, use anything from no 
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weight to, say up to a 12 oz. egg weight 
for depth control.  Depending on the depth 
of the target species and the strength of 
the current, varying the size of the egg 
weight wi l l  get you there.

The bottom rig shown at the bottom left  of 
the i l lustrat ion is a double drop version. I 
only show a double drop to clearly show 
the possibi l i ty of a break off  i f  a big bot-
tom f ish gets on the lower hook, “E”. This 
would come from the bul l  on the bottom 
hook and the force i t  would apply to the 
top surgeon’s loop knot, “D”. The oval 
to the r ight shows this problem in closer 
detai l .  The pul l  from the bottom hook on 
the top surgeon’s dropper loop is shown 
at “1”.  The pul l  on the top knot that is the 
correct loading on a surgeon’s dropper 
loop knot is shown at “2”. This is why a 
single drop bottom rig is my preference 

when using a surgeon’s dropper loop 
knot. I t ’s guaranteed that one big bottom 
f ish at a t ime is enough on the other 
end of your l ine anyway. The surgeon’s 
dropper loop is formed and t ightened l ike 
the end loop, just with more mono on 
the back side to t ie up the lower port ion 
of the r ig. A surgeon’s end loop is at the 
bottom to attach the sinker, as shown.

The surgeon’s end and dropper loop knots 
are some of the most versati le, easiest 
to t ie, and have high strength.. . they are 
knots that wi l l  get the job done for you in 
a variety of si tuat ions — offshore and in-
shore. I ’ve used them offshore with mono 
ranging from 30 to 300# for many years.

I ’d almost bet that most f ishermen haven’t 
given the lowly surgeon’s end loop or 
dropper loop a lot of thought, I  didn’t 

unt i l  about 10 or 12 years ago. Maybe 
I ’ve given i t  too much thought, but I  don’t 
think so. These simple connections have 
their good points; when properly t ied and 
used, but l ike anything else, they can 
bring problems when they’re not. Put the 
surgeon’s end and dropper loop knots to 
use and you, too, wi l l  soon appreciate 
their simplici ty, strength and mult iple 
appl icat ions.
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