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W i t h  C h r i s  G o n z a l e s

Experienced  Fishing Advice To 
Make Fishing Great Again

Kingfish & Wahoo Nightmares 

T he term “Kingf ish and Wahoo Nightmares”  re fers  to  a 

pa i r  o f  lure fami l ies -  bu l le ts  and Snapper  Slappers. 

These lures are a lso n ightmares for  an assor tment 

o f  o ther  o ffshore species inc lud ing l ing,  do lph in,  amber jack, 

groupers,  snappers and recent ly,  ye l lowf in  tuna. 

 

Bul le ts ,  a lso known as wahoo bombs,  have chrome p lated 

lead heads of  about  5  ounces,  mylar  p last ic  sk i r t ing,  and a 

large “J”  hook wi th  a swive l  a t tached wi l low b lade.  Not  on ly 

do they at t ract  s t r ikes f rom k ingf ish and wahoo,  severa l  years 

ago,  when cast ing a b lue sk i r ted model ,  Mr.  Lo,  Galveston 

restauranteur,  landed a 68-pound l ing off  one of  Galveston’s 

beachfront  p iers .  The group of  species taken on a Snapper 

Slapper  lure was expanded recent ly  wi th  a 95 lb.  ye l lowf in 

tuna whi le  on an overn ight  t r ip  on one of  the par tyboats.   Just 

before daybreak,  a  5-ounce red/whi te  threadf in  herr ing t ipped 

the Snapper  Slapper.  At  about  15 f t ,  the Snapper  Slapper  was 

inhaled,  and the f ight  was on. 

 

“There ’s  a lways another  way”  is  a  phrase I ’ve used many 

t imes over  the years when ta lk ing wi th  customers.  This  p iece 

br ings out  the point  again.  The two lure types aren’ t  new;  the 

Bul le t ,  or  Wahoo Bomb,  has been around s ince about  1990 

and was developed for  wahoo f ish ing on San Diego’s  long-

range boats.  The Snapper  Slapper,  a  leadhead wi th  a sor t  o f 

squid-shaped head,  ny lon sk i r t ing,  and a pai r  o f  f ree-swinging 

“J”  hooks,  has been on the market  s ince 1998. 

 

The “Another  Way”  aspect  o f  both is  the i r  somewhat  lack of 

use in  a couple of  f isher ies.  F i rs t  is  the Bul le t  or  Bomb and 

cast ing them for  k ingf ish or  wahoo in  the Gul f  o f  Mexico.  The 

p ier  cast ing and great  l ing catch by Mr.  Lo a lso shows the i r 

versat i l i ty.  

 

The Snapper  Slapper,  adver t ised as an “a l l -purpose”  lure, 

cer ta in ly  l ives up to  that  reputat ion.  The “Another  Way” 

l ight  sh ines br ightest  on the ye l lowf in  tuna catch.  Mysel f 

and hundreds of  o thers I ’ve f ished wi th  over  the years hav-

en’ t  done the obv ious. . .  cast  a  Snapper  Slapper  for  ye l low 

f in  tuna.  Did the red/whi te  co lor  combinat ion a long wi th  the 

bai t f ish look l ike a squid hold ing a prey i tem,  occupied and 

vu lnerable? Or d id  i t  mimic a d iv ing bai t f ish? 

 

K ingf ish and wahoo ca l l  for  a l l  the ret r ieve l  speed you 

can generate;  you can’ t  wind fast  enough to  out run these 

speedsters .  Whi le  the bul le t  type is  pr imar i ly  used as 

a sub-sur face speedster,  Mr.  Lo and h is  s low to medi -

um-speed ret r ieve l ing hookup shows i t  has other  uses 

too. . .  such as cast ing for  the numerous species prev ious ly 

ment ioned. 

 

The bul le t  or  wahoo bomb and the snapper  s lapper  lures 
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are avai lab le at  Ser ious Tack le in  LaMarque,  Texas.  There are 

s l ight  d i f ferences in  each of  these models .  The Ser ious Tack le 

wahoo bomb has chrome p lated lead heads wi th  mul t ico lor 

mylar  sk i r t ing.  Impor tant  des ign features of  a l l  o f  them is  a 

“s l id ing head”  and a s top bead and cr imp on the i r  90# cable 

leader  system. The s l id ing head has an advantage and a 

d isadvantage -  the advantage is  the head shaking k ingf ish or 

wahoo can’ t  use the weight  o f  the head to  he lp d is lodge the 

hook.  The d isadvantage is  that ,  a f ter  the hookup,  the head 

and i ts  sk i r t ing could be s lung up the cable to  the swive l 

where i t  might  generate a second st r ike f rom another  k ingf ish 

or  wahoo,  resul t ing in   a  cutoff .  The s top bead and cr imp on 

the cable e l iminates the problem. Hot  co lor  combinat ions for 

these sure- f i re  s t r ike generators  are b lack/purp le,  b lack/ red, 

b lue/whi te ,  and red/whi te . 

 

When target ing toothy species wi th  a Snapper  Slapper,  the 

addi t ion of  a  90# cable leader  of  12 inches or  so is  a  good 

move to  make.  The cable should be led by a b lack swive l ,  not 

a  br ight  one that  might  generate a s t r ike.  Whi le  I  have caught 

many k ingf ish wi th  the suppl ied Kevlar  cord ing on the two “J” 

hooks,  for  ser ious effor ts  I ’ve rep laced the Kevlar  wi th  cable. 

As I  recal l ,  the heaviest  wahoo taken on a Snapper  Slapper 

was a rea l ly  n ice 114 pounder  which h i t  a  purp le/b lack f ished 

out  o f  Por t  Aransas.

When cast ing to  wahoo in  par t icu lar,  and k ingf ish to  some 

extent  on the ret r ieve,  po int  your  rod t ip  a t  your  l ine ’s  ent ry 

in to  the water  -  a t  the s t r ike,  cont inue to  wind unt i l  the drag 

s l ips and then ra ise your  rod to  about  a  45-degree angle. 

When us ing a bul le t  pr imar i ly,  and a Snapper  Slapper  to  a 

lesser  extent ,  a  wahoo may have i t  somewhat  s ideways in  i ts 

mouth and not  hooked.  Thei r  b i te  mot ion,  wi th  the jaws open a 

b i t  and then c los ing,  wi l l  a l low your  t ight  l ine to  make a bul le t 

s l ip  qu ick ly  through the jaws,  resul t ing in  a so l id  hookup.  A 

quick hookset  rod mot ion at  the s t r ike can resul t  in  you a l low-

ing the lure to  s l ip  f ree when l ine tens ion is  less at  the rod 

drop. . .  someth ing to  th ink about  wi th  wahoo. 

 

“There ’s  a lways another  way” ,  as in  the use of  a  Snapper 

Slapper  on the ye l lowf in  tuna.  There ’s  a lso no reason not  to 

cast  a  bu l le t  or  wahoo bomb for  ye l lowf in  or  b lackf in  tuna. 

Wind’em fast  or  s low i t  down,  the f lash and mot ion of  the 

head,  sk i r t ,  and wi l low b lade should ca l l  in  tuna just  as the 

combinat ion does wi th  wahoo and k ingf ish.  Both lure types 

can a lso be f ished f rom the mid-depths to  the bot tom. Cast  far 

and vary the s ink depth and speed to  f ind what  the voters  out 

there want . 

 

Bul le t /Bombs and Snapper  Slappers. . .  get ’em, r ig  up,  and be 

ready.  Wahoo and tuna are in  deep water  now and a lways, 

wi th  wahoo and k ingf ish in  c loser  soon;  perce ived d is tant 

events  have a way of  becoming current  very qu ick ly.  Get  and 

use these great  fami ly  o f  o ffshore casters  and le t  the k ingf ish 

and wahoo n ightmares movie begin wi th  you as the d i rector. 

Any quest ions or  comments? Reach me at :

chris@serioustackle.com
Assorted Colors Available at Serious Tackle

Rigged Wahoo Bomb


