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Letter from the President  

Just back from a family vacation to 

the Outer Banks of North Carolina.  

Sunday was a beautiful, sunny day 

with pleasant temperatures and 

gentle breezes – a perfect day for a 

wild horse safari.  Bouncing along 

the sand dunes in the back of a 

Hummer beyond the end of paved 

roads is a good way to look for 

wild horses (or to send one off 

seeking a chiropractor). 

As usual, we managed to schedule 

a visit at the same time that 

hurricane Maria was passing by 

offshore in a huff (and puff).  

Luckily, no significant storm 

damage or rains, just gusty winds.  

Trips to the beach were limited by 

high surf, rip tides, blowing 

seafoam, and risk of being 

sandblasted.  (Good thing that the 

sun wasn’t out or our shadows 

would have blown loose!)  A few 

showers fell on Tuesday and 

Wednesday, but not enough to 

drown you if you looked up. 
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November Board Meeting 
Friends of MetroParks of Butler County 

Wednesday, November 13, 2019 

River Center MetroPark 

120 Carmody Blvd., Middletown, OH 45044 

7:00-9:00 PM 

 

https://www.bing.com/local?lid=YN873x1919768665015724769&id=YN873x1919768665015724769&q=Voice+of+America+Park&name=Voice+of+America+Park&cp=39.36370849609375%7e-84.35598754882812&ppois=39.36370849609375_-84.35598754882812_Voice+of+America+Park&FORM=SNAPST


The Voice of the Turtle, November, 2019 

 

 

 

2 

Letter from the President  

There is no longer any doubt that summer is behind 

us and winter well on the way.  After the wet spring 

and dry summer many of us didn’t expect to see 

good color in autumn foliage.  Turns out that colors 

were better than usual this year.  The windy cold 

rain on Halloween did its best to strip the trees but 

many leaves remained attached.  Perhaps their poor 

little fingers were too cold to let go of their 

branches. 

There are lots of fun activities going on in the parks 

this month.  Don’t let a little chilly weather keep 

you indoors.  Dress in layers and brave the 

elements!  Do as I say, not as I do.  I’m heading off 

in a few weeks for a Caribbean cruise. 

See you in the parks! 

Bill Walker, President FOMPBC 

Upcoming Events 
Show and Tell on the Farm 

 

Come out and enjoy spring on the farm with Show 

and Tell on the Farm at Chrisholm MetroPark. 

Topics this month include:  Plan & Simple Life the 

Amish-Mennonite Way, Reading the Weather, 

ABC’s of Farm Life, Turkey Talk, Cornucopia, 

Pilgrim Adventures,  Thanksgiving Feast for the 

Animals 

Fun on the Farm is on Thursdays from 10:00-

11:00am and Sunday’s from 2:00-4:00pm (No 

Program on Thanksgiving Day) 

Ready…Set…Recycle!  

 

Happy America Recycles Day! America Recycles 
Day is November 15th and we are ready to 
celebrate. Join us at the River Center for some 
fun recycling based activities and craft. Free!  

Saturday. November 9, 1:00-2:00 PM 
River Center Welcome Center-120 South 
Carmody Boulevard, Middletown OH 45044 

Let’s Go Hiking! Animal Homes  

 

Animals have all kinds of different homes, from 
in the ground, to in the trees, to under water. 
Let’s go on a hike to explore these different 
animal homes to see who lives in Huffman Park 
and who is preparing for winter! Please prepare 
for winter as well, and dress for the weather.  
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FREE and open to all ages. Meet at the Shelter A. 
Registration is requested by calling 
513.867.5348. Walk-ups are welcome!  

Saturday. November 16, 10:30 AM-12:00 PM 
Huffman Park 2100 John Gray Road Fairfield 
Ohio 45014 

Leonid Meteor Shower Watch 

 

Meteors are out of this world! Join us for a 
fantastic viewing of these meteors with members 
of the Cincinnati Observatory and the Cincinnati 
Astronomical Society. View the stars like never 
before through the lens of a telescope and 
participate in sensory activities. Bring a blanket 
or chair to relax and watch the meteors brightly 
soar across the sky. Free!  

Saturday. November 16, 6:00-9:00 PM 
Elk Creek MetroPark: Meadow Ridge Area 
Shelter-5101 Circle Pkwy., Middletown 

Did You Know 

Kroger Community Rewards Update 

FOMPBC organization # TM866 

Kroger is committed to helping our communities 

grow and prosper. Year after year, local schools, 

churches and other nonprofit organizations earn $4 

million in Greater Cincinnati, Dayton and Northern 

Kentucky through their Community Rewards 

program.  FOMPBC is one of the Many wonderful 

organizations that benefit from this program. 

How Can YOU Help Us? 

In April 2017 Kroger’s updated their Community 

Rewards process and software.  As of April, 

supporters will no longer have to re-enroll their 

Kroger Plus Card to earn dollars for your 

organization. This will make it easier for you to 

support us! Please take a moment and make sure 

you are enrolled and supporting FOMPBC. 

https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunity

RewardsNow  

Once you’re enrolled you will earn rewards for 

FOMPBC every time you shop and use your Plus 

Card. 

 

Amazon Smile 

What is Amazon Smile? 

Amazon Smile is a simple and automatic way for 

you and your family to support FOMPBC every 

time you shop from Amazon, at no cost to you. 

Instead of shopping at Amazon.com you go to 

https://smile.amazon.com.  You will find the exact 

same low prices, vast selection and convenient 

shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the 

bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the 

purchase price to FOMPBC. 

To make a reservation please see the annual 

meeting invitation in the April issue of the Voice. 

Or, call 513.593.2735, or email 

kochtrees@gmail.com. 

Farm Animal Fund 

Chrisholm Farmstead MetroPark is almost ready to 

begin adding livestock to the new pens.  Because 

https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow
https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow
https://smile.amazon.com/
mailto:kochtrees@gmail.com
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MPX can only make purchases from pre-approved 

vendors, this red tape makes it difficult to buy 

animals from individual farmers.  Our status as a 

501C3 tax-exempt non-profit group makes it 

possible to streamline livestock purchases for 

Chrisholm.  We have set aside a special account for 

such purchases.  Please send your tax-free donation 

to:  Friends of MetroParks of Butler County 

 PO Box 691, Hamilton, OH 45012 

Please make sure to make a note on the memo line 

of your check “Chrisholm Animal Fund” to make 

sure your donation helps populate the new 

FarmScape.. 

The first item purchased to help with the care and 

feeding of farm animals at Chrisholm is shown 

below.  This hay bale feeder will place round bales 

where the animals can easily access them while 

keeping the hay off the wet ground. 

 

Ready…Set…Recycle!  
By Shawnee Banks 

Celebrate America Recycles Day with the 

MetroParks of Butler County at the Bicentennial 

Commons on November 9th from 1:00 – 2:00 p.m 

(registration is required). America Recycles Day is 

organized by Keep America Beautiful. It is a day to 

celebrate, motivate and educate about recycling 

worldwide.  

Our national recycling rate has been continually 

increasing little by little. Currently, our nation’s 

recycling rate is 25.8% percent annually as of 2015 

(EPA, 2018). A recycling rate of 30% is almost 

equivalent to removing 30 million cars off the road 

(CEF, 2019). Imagine the difference we could make 

by increasing our recycling rate.  

Although recycling is important, reducing and 

reusing are the best waste management strategies to 

follow as seen in figure 2. During our program, we 

will learn all about reducing, reusing and recycling 

(the three “R’s”) and how to implement them in 

your home in a fun interactive way.  

 
Figure 1. Total Municipal Solid Waste Collection for the 

United States in 2015 (EPA, 2018) 

During our program, we will utilize hands on 

learning activities that the kids will love like 

creating recycled crafts, participating in relay races 

and pledges. Registration is required for this event 

so check out our website to reserve your spot and 

have a great time.  
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Figure 2. Waste Management Hierarchy with the least 

preferred method at the bottom (EPA, 

 
References:  

(EPA) “National Overview: Facts and Figures on Materials, 
Wastes and Recycling.” Environmental Protection Agency. October 
26, 2018. https://www.epa.gov/facts-and-figures-about-materials-

waste-and-recycling/national-overview-facts-and-figures-materials  
(CEF) Kukreja, Rinkesh. “Importance of Recycling.” 

Conserve Energy Future. 2019. https://www.conserve-energy-
future.com/importance_of_recycling.php 
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Wiggly Field Ribbon Cutting 
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Members Only Tour 
FoMPBC members were treated to a tour of the 

MillerCoors brewery in Trenton.  Thanks to Maria 

Cruset for her hard work in making the visit 

possible. 

 

Critter Corner 
Sexual Dimorphism 

 

 

Looking at the previous two pictures one would 

be forgiven for thinking them to show two 

different species of bird.  The first is large, 

loud, and black with iridescent highlights and a 

v-shaped tail.  The second is smaller, quieter, 

and yellowish-brown.  Turns out that both are 

boat-tailed grackles (Quiscalus major), but of 

different genders.  Common along coastal areas 

of the Atlantic and the Gulf of Mexico, the 

black males (16 – 17”) are frequently heard 

loudly arguing with other males as to who is 

most attractive to the ladies (13 – 14”).  In 

between vocalizations, they are frequently seen 

chasing, or otherwise bullying, smaller beach 

birds.  The females tend to band together and 

avoid “the boys”.  Guess that we’re not that 

different from our feathered friends, after all. 

Travelers to Mexico have seen similar birds, 

the great-tailed grackle.  This variety tends to 

be slightly larger, with a longer tail on males.  

Their calls are more musical than those of the 

boat-tailed grackle.  The two species ranges 

overlap in Texas and Louisiana, but are not 

thought to interbreed.  If you get close enough, 

eyes of the great-tailed grackle (photo below) 

are usually yellow, while those of the boat-

tailed are black. 

 

 



 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 
 



 

 

Friends of MetroParks of Butler County 

 

  
 

 

 

Yes, I/We want to be a member of Friends of MetroParks of Butler County! 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Name(s)/Contact __________________________________ Date _______  
Name(s)/Contact __________________________________ Date _______ 
Group or Business Name________________________________________ 
Address____________________________________________________ 
City __________________________________ State ______ Zip _______ 
Home/Business Phone ___________________Cell Phone _______________ 
Email (required to receive newsletter) _______________________________ 

Become a Friend! 

Simply fill in this form, detach and mail it with your 
check. Made payable to: 

     Friends of MetroParks of Butler County                                  
PO Box 691                                                             

Hamilton, OH 45012 

 

Pick an Annual Membership 

 Individual - $10 

 Family - $15 

 Group/Business -$100 

 Donation - $ _____________ 

 

 

Our Mission 

 

To improve and preserve the parks for future generations, to educate and 
inform the public about the unique qualities of each MetroPark, and to 
encourage individuals and groups to participate in volunteer programs 

 

 

Member 
Benefits 

 

• Invitations to Member-only events 

• Opportunity to apply for funding to support MetroParks programs and 

projects 

• Attend Annual Meeting and have a voice in Friends activities and 

direction 

 

 

 

Who Are We? 

 

Private citizens who have come together to: 

• Sponsor programs & activities, promoting the use of MetroParks for 

conservation, education and recreation 

• Encourage volunteerism toward support of MetroParks of Butler County 

• Identify and implement improvements to the park 

• Assist in raising funds, securing donations, and obtaining grants monies 

to further MetroParks’ mission 

 

Detach the form below and Mail it with your check to the address below 

 


