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What is it about historic or traditional neighborhoods that makes us want to live in 
them?  Is it their walk-ability or the scale and look of its buildings?...the materials used 
or their architectural detail? Is it the way they make us feel when we walk or drive 
around them, enjoying the way the landscape and the buildings intermingle with each 
other? Might it be a combination of all these factors?  Walk-ability, scale, durable 
materials, detail, good proportion, beauty, these are all terms that help to define the 
character that we want to preserve whenever we declare a neighborhood “historic”.   

In the USA, the Secretary of the Interior has issued Standards and Guidelines for the 
Restoration, Rehabilitation and Preservation of Historic Properties. For this blog post 
we will only look at the Standards for Rehabilitation. Rehabilitation is defined as: "the 
process of returning a property to a state of utility, through repair or alteration, which 
makes possible an efficient contemporary use while preserving those portions and 
features of the property which are significant to its historic, architectural, and cultural 
values." There are 10 standards for Rehabilitation, standard no. 3 states:  Each property 
shall be recognized as a physical record of its time, place, and use. Changes that create 
a false sense of historical development, such as adding conjectural features or 
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