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Robin Wilson has spent the last twe decades breaking down bamiers and
overcoming hurdles to achieve success. Despite systemicracism that excluded
her from obtaining financing, she was one of the first pioneers of the eco-
friendly design movement. She's the first woman to have a8 custom cabinetry line
sold at 400 dealers nationwide and the second Black woman [after legendary B.
Smith) to have a textile line at Bed Bath & Beyond. With knowledge that "eco-
friendly” can also be beautiful, Robkin's four principles of design are
sustainability, reusable, recycle, and nontoxic. She is an Ambassador to the
Asthma and Allergy Foundation of America, a former Board member of the
Sustainable Furnishings Council, and has completed projects for President

Clinten’s Harlem Cffice, the White House Fellows office, the Good Housekeeping

Teday, Robin sheds light on her entrepreneurial success story, tackling cur

.
#oMinutesWith Q&4 with candor and grace:

MY LIGHTEULE MOMERNT:

| started my firm in June 2000 after 8 corporate |IPCO windfall. It gave me the gift
of freedom to pursue my passion which is real estate development. But | wanted
to take it to the next level and change interiors of existing spaces. After working
at one job site and wheezing and sneezing all night, | decided to create &
clean site” protocol for my jobs which was the seed for my design viewpoint and
construction projects. Because of my allergies and g, | realized that there
n

needed to be products and design/construction foc hypoallergenic and

| CAN'T START MY DAY UNTIL:

My daughter and | eat breakfast everyday that we are together Setting a good
example focused on health is important. Ancther ritual is to make my bed. My
philosophy is that it is a gift to my future self. Think about it: when you go to
bed that night, it feels like your bed isa “present” you are unwrapping allowing

8 sanciuary 1o rest and unwind from Wour day.

SUCCESS |5:
Feeling loved and being clear about yvour priorities: spirituality, health, family,

home and community.

¥YOU'LL NEVER SEE ME WITHOUT:

Water and a smile. Water nourishes your body. Smiles nourish everybody.



DREAM COLLABORATION:
| want fo find a real estate develaper parmer who will create timy-to-midslze homes as part of
d communiRy reuliding so famllles have 3 place o call hame.

THE OHNLY CITY BETTER THAN NYC:

Austin Texas ks my hometown. It was a nlce experlence o grow up there, and very
Inkeresting when | retum o sk due to Its growin and tech company caorridor. And It s great
o hawe a place where you can exerclse year-round due o the weather. And e food...

VWHEN | FEEL UNINEPMRED:

We are all faced with challenges to our vislon and goals. | always take 3 gulet moment to
thank my ancestors who worked so hand o glve me the cpportunities that | have - o vale, 1o
wak In Me front door, to own property, o have an education, etc. — and R mmediately stops
the ernul thoughis, and gulkckly refocuses me. | also belleve tnat using another s2t of skillls
can ako help on focus — If | swRkeh 135ks from desk work to 3 couch, or take 3 walk wikh my
dawghter, or to simply do 3 chore at home llke cooking 3 meal will allow another side of my
prain to work and later the Inspiration will come.

ADVICE I'WISH | HAD 3 YEAR § AGD:

Bellewe In yoursel. Challenges are put In front of you o st your meRie - and you will rarely
preak. Rememoer to surround yourself win positve friends In your darkest moments - there
are some who will drag you deeper Into the sadness or drama. It 1s critically Important that
you keep focused on your physical and mental health - and not a sRuatlon Mat Is challienging
- 3l me end of the day “you™ must remaln present and keep glving glifts and thoughts to your

future self. It Is the only way o keep moving forward.

INS YEARS, FIND ME:

‘Wil a teenager who will have a work emlc for ings that she |5 Inkerested In —and find me
with a thriving company that ks blgger than | ever dreamed focused on sustalnabliity, eco-
friendly and hypoallergenic products for CoOnSUmMers.

ABOVE ALL EL3E:

| pelleve In love and kindness. And surrounding mys21f wkh aumentlc people who are foousad
on poslie outcomes and belng champlons for thelr friends. And my daughier 15 the mosi
Important person Inomy life — my goal k fr her ©o achleve academic, spon and creative
dreams even as we experience a pandemic that afiects school experiences of our chilldren
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