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CHRIST MORAVIAN CHURCH
In Essentials, Unity; In Non-Essentials, Liberty; In All Things, Love

LOVE WINS!

Contact Us

A clergy friend of mine signs all of his letters, or
emails with the line “Love Wins!” and I so dearly
enjoy getting a note or a message from him
simply to be reminded of the power of this
simple thought. “ Love Wins!”

Christ Moravian Church
600 Acadia Drive, SE
Calgary, Alberta T2J 0B8
(403) 271-2700

Email: moravian@nucleus.com
www.christmoravian.com
Pastor: Stephen Gohdes
Church Secretary: Andrea
Music: Linda Jablonski
Newsletter: Donna Gordon

Executive Board
Chair: Alan Bartlett
Vice Chair: David Bennett
Secretary: Pat Holm
Bookkeeper: Sharon Bennett
Treasurer: Roger Lohrey
Spiritual Programs: Arlene
Kawchuk, Donna Gordon, Alan
Bartlett
Congregational Nurture: Glen
Newberry, Bob Tedrick
Mission & Outreach: Donna
Gordon, Martin Driver, David
Bennett
Church Operations: Arn Wylie,
Roger Lohrey
Finance: Roger Lohrey, Pat Holm
All Committees: Rev. Gohdes

Church Elders
Bernard Amiot, Mary Ann Gates,
Pastor Stephen Gohdes, Holly
Heffernan, Doug Hill, Marilyn
Jones, Duncan McKerchar, Brian
Pemberton, Gloria Taylor, Gloria
Toole, Pat Wollf, Doug Zeck

For us in the Moravian Church, the date of
August
holds a memory and a reminder of how love can win and
change us. It was 1727, and a small Moravian village in Germany
called “Herrnhut” had struggled with all kinds of divisive issues. The
community was coming apart at the seams, yet on that August 13th
date the movement of the Holy Spirit to have “hearts warmed”,
“apologies given and accepted”, and to have “love win” became
evident. The Moravian Church sees that date as a vivid reminder of
how God can transform us.
13th

Recently the world was visited by
the horrid reminders of the
presence of hatred, racism, bigotry
and vile attitudes toward other
human beings. Those events of the
weekend of August 11th ,12th and
13th in Charlottesville, Virginia have
cemented in my mind our call as
Christians to be transformed again
with the love of Christ.
The
Sunday’s of worship in the months
of September and October will be
focused on the power of God’s love
to heal, reconcile, and to “win” in
the struggle of hatred and evil.
Remember dear friends…”Love Wins!” and our relationship with
Christ is one of those wondrous by-products of this.
Shalom,

Pastor Steve Gohdes
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NEWS AND UPDATES
Upcoming Events
Sundays:
Bible Study: Resumes
September 17, 9:30am

Sunday, September 10

Worship Service: 10:30 am
✦

Communion: 1st Sunday
Birthdays/Noisy Offering: Last
Sunday

✦
✦

✦

September 2017
3 Holy Communion, 10:30

✦
✦

Music featuring Marty Antonini and Seventh Heaven
Free Picnic Lunch
INVITE A FRIEND!
Ice Cream
Sundaes
Worship: 10:30 am
Bounce House
Picnic & Games: 11:30am
Face Paint
Games

4 Labour Day - Office Closed
6 Women’s Fellowship, 1:15pm
9 Men’s Breakfast, 8:30am

Marty and Seventh Heaven:
AN EVENING OF GOSPEL
MUSIC, Elton John & More

10 Kick Off Sunday - Celebrating
Canada 150 Worship Service
and Picnic, 10:30 - 2pm

October 7, 7:30pm
South Calgary Community Church,
2900 Cedarbrae Drive SW, Calgary

13 Southwood Chapel, 9:45am
14 Canasta, 1pm
15 Mustard Seed Lunches, 1pm

Tickets $20, available from Darlene, Heidi or Doug

16 Youth Group - Calaway Park

Van-Es Get Away
Camp Sunday Weekend:
September 22 – 24

17 Bible Study Resumes, 9:00am
17 Camp Sunday Service
17 - 20 Cup of Covenant

Spend a relaxing weekend at Van-Es. Enjoy
beautiful fall colours and the trails around the

20 Board Meeting, 7pm
22- 24 Van-Es Get Away Family
Camp Weekend
28 Canasta, 1pm
29 Youth Pizza and Planning, 6pm
29 & 30 Women’s Fellowship,
Candle Making

property.
Rooms in the Unity Lodge are available at a reduced rate. Cost for two
nights, five meals (Sat & Sun):Semi-private room with twin beds: $130;
Private room $170 Special family rates are available.
The program will be intergenerational with crafts and activities for the
youth and a Spiritual Companioning experience for older teens and
adults. Sunday Worship is at 3:00 pm, followed by a BBQ. For
information or to book your room, contact Lynne Hennig,
lynne.hennig@bpinc.ca or call 403-816-6742, by September 17.
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NEWS AND UPDATES

Upcoming Events

GIVING
THANKS

Sundays:
Bible Study: 9:00 am
Worship Service: 10:30 am
Communion: 1st Sunday
Birthdays/Noisy Offering: Last
Sunday

October 2017
All Month: Food Bank Donations
1 Holy Communion
7 Men’s Breakfast, 8:30am

October 1 - 29
Donations of Non Perishable Items for Food Bank

8 Thanksgiving Worship, 10:30am
9 Thanksgiving - Office Closed

2017 PICTORIAL DIRECTORY

11 Southwood Chapel, 9:45
12 Youth Group, 7pm
12 Canasta, 1pm
15 Blanket Ceremony, 1 pm at
Good Shepherd
18 Board Meeting, 7pm
26 Youth Group, 7pm

The Congregational Nurture Committee is
producing a new Christ Church Pictorial Directory as
our Canada 150 project. Photographers, Artistic Impressions, will be
publishing the directory for us as they did in 2013. A schedule will be
set up to provide individual times for family photo sessions from
November 6th to 9th, 2 to 9 pm. Sign up sheets will be available starting
Sunday September 17th. If you are not be available for the November
dates please, submit your own photo to ensure you are included in the
new directory.
If you have any questions, please contact Glen
Newberry, gdnewberry@shaw.ca or call 403- 278-0643.

26 Canasta, 1pm

This note is to express our sincere appreciation for your continued support in
providing empty beverage containers that bring hope and possibilities to those in
need in Sri Lanka. Candle Aid Lanka, with whom we are currently associated,
helps parents who are unable to support their children in furthering their
education, sponsors Cancer patients and their families and provides food and
disaster relief. The motto of this international humanitarian organization is, “It is
better to light a Candle rather than curse the Darkness. “ Information about this
organization can be accessed at www.candleaid.org.
Sincerely, Siri & Indranie Perera
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NEWS AND UPDATES
An Invitation to Reconciliation
The worship services of the Canadian District of the Moravian Church on
June 25th acknowledged the contributions of our Indigenous and Metis
brothers and sisters and recognized that the Moravian Church is far behind
other denominations in addressing the Calls to Action of the Truth and
Reconciliation Report.
As people of faith, we are called upon to enter the truth telling and
reconciliation process as an acknowledgement of and response to the
injustices and harms experienced by Indigenous and Metis people and the
need for continued healing. The desire to put events of the past behind us so that we can work towards
a stronger and healthier future requires us to make a commitment to establishing new relationships
based upon mutual respect.
It is said that it took seven generations to come to this point with our Indigenous brothers and sisters
and it will take seven more generation to reach reconciliation. This undertaking is messy and may be
uncomfortable for some. Despite our misgivings and differences, it is with hope and faith that we move
forward on this road to reconciliation. Each individual will enter into this process from a different starting
point and will take a different path along the way. The only requirement is that you be willing to
participate in the journey with an open heart.
You are invited to embark on the next step of this journey by
participating in a Blanket Exercise offered by KAIROS Canada,
an ecumenical group formed to empower the people of God
to “live out our faith in action for justice and peace” in our
world. The KAIROS Blanket Exercise is an interactive learning
experience that teaches the Indigenous history we were rarely
taught. The goal of the Blanket Exercise is to build
understanding about our shared history as Indigenous and Non-Indigenous peoples in Canada by
walking through pre-contact, treaty-making, colonization and resistance. Education on CanadianIndigenous history as one of the key steps to reconciliation.

The Blanket Exercise is a joint activity between Christ Church and Good Shepherd.

When: Sunday, October 15, 12:30 - 3 pm
Where: Good Shepherd, 6311 Norfolk Dr NW, Calgary
Lunch will be provided. Wear comfortable clothing.
To register, look for a sign up sheet at your church or email
Donna Gordon: dlgordon@shaw.ca
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WORSHIP THEMES AND SCRIPTURE

Sep 3

Jeremiah 15:15-21
Psalm 26:1-8
Romans 12:9-21
Matthew 16:21-28

Sep 10

Ezekiel 33:7-11
Psalm 119:33-40
Romans 13:8-14
Matthew 18:15-20

Sep 17

Genesis 50:15-21
Psalm 103:(1-7), 8-13
Romans 14:1-12
Matthew 18:21-35

Sep 24

Jonah 3:10-4:11
Psalm 145:1-8
Philippians 1:21-30
Matthew 20:1-16

NEW WORSHIP PLANS FOR THE FALL!
Having been so blessed and fortunate to have the music leadership of Ms. Linda
Jablonski for these many years, the Executive Board and Fellowship of Elders
are moving into the new fall year prepared to take these steps with creative faith
involved.
The Worship Planning for the next months will include welcoming Ms. Kathy
Pepers as accompanist and harpist twice a month. As well, we will welcome Mr.
Marty Antonini sharing special music twice a month. Additionally, Mr. Dunc
McKerchar and Ms. Heidi Gohdes will be invited to accompany hymns and
congregational music as needed in this new schedule. Lastly, Heidi Gohdes will
be the convenor of a Special Music Task Force to arrange special music guests
in the next months. Should you have a special music number to offer in the fall/
early winter, please speak with Heidi to add it to the schedule as available.
We are grateful to have a wide array of gifted musicians in the life of the
congregation, and we look forward to the continuing way in which God invites
us to make those “joyful sounds and songs” unto the Lord.
September 3

Oct 8

Romans 12: 9,

Holy Communion, Special Music: Bob and Lil Tedrick

Oct 1

Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32
Psalm 25:1-9
Philippians 2:1-13
Matthew 21:23-32

Labour Day Weekend: Love Wins!

September 10

Canada 150 Celebration: LoveYour Neighbour
Special Music: Marty Antonini and Seventh Heaven

September 17

Camp and Convo Sunday: Jesus Is “Alive” in Us in Love
Special Music: Camp Songs & Stories, Kathy Pepers

Isaiah 5:1-7
Psalm 80:7-15
Philippians 3:4b-14
Matthew 21:33-46

September 24

Oct 15

October 1

World Wide Holy Communion: Love Changes Us
Special Music: Kathy Pepers

October 8

Thanksgiving Sunday: Love Grows Gratitude
Special Music: Marty Antonini and CMC Choir

October 15

Bring a Friend Sunday: Love Invites Friendship
Special Music: Marty Antonini

October 22

Faith Sunday: Love Creates Faith
Guest Speaker: Ms. Carrie Behlke

October 29

Hope and Healing Sunday: Love Heals, Love Hopes

Isaiah 25:1-9
Psalm 23
Philippians 4:1-9
Matthew 22:1-14

Oct 22

Isaiah 45:1-7
Psalm 96:1-9, (10-13)
1 Thessalonians 1:1-10
Matthew 22:15-22

Oct 29

Leviticus 19:1-2, 15-18
Psalm 1
1 Thessalonians 2:1-8

Matthew 22:34-46

Moravian Lovefeast; September Birthdays
Special Music: Marty Antonini

Guest Speaker: Rev. Bob Glasgow; Special Music: Joan Glasgow
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MISSION & MINISTRY

Acadia Place: Bridging the gap between
homelessness and self-sufficiency
Thanks to the Music for Missions Concert held in June, Christ
Church was able to donate $3000 to the Calgary Homeless
Foundation (CHF) and the Calgary Urban Project Society (CUPS)
in support of their work at Acadia Place. Most of these funds
have been designated to help upgrade the existing playground.
Acadia Place is a low income 58-unit housing complex located on Heritage Dr. SE near Fairmount Drive.
It contains mostly two and three bedroom units making it ideal for families. Accommodation is limited to
people living below the poverty line including the city’s homeless. Most of the residents are families,
many of them headed by single parents. Acadia Place currently houses 80 children and there is a
significant indigenous population.
The experience of homelessness and transiency often leads to a sense of isolation and marginalization.
CUPS is working with the tenants of Acadia Place to bring people together to form a strong sense of
community amongst the residents and with the wider community. The CMC Outreach Committee will
be working with CUPS to develop ways in which we can support and build relationships with the
residents at Acadia Place and other agencies under the CUPS umbrella.
How can you help?
Can you… Play cards? … Teach a yoga or exercise class? … Read to or tutor children? Help adults
needing to upgrade academic skills, write resumes, etc.? … Knit, paint, make cards or do other arts and
crafts? … Sing or play an instrument? … Enjoy conversation over a cup of coffee or a good meal?
Please speak with Donna Gordon if you are willing join a group of CMC volunteers at Acadia Place.

We Are Invited!
CUPS Community
Development

FALL FESTIVAL
Please join us in celebration of
community at this years event!
Participants will be hosting a flea market
sale, activities and much more.
RSVP: Shannonj@cupscalgary.comand

Where: Claire Building
7375 - 4a Street, SW (Kingsland)
When: September 16, 201
10:00 am - 3:00 pm
Bring along your
favourite pot luck dish.
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YOUTH MINISTRY
YOUTH GROUP: We hope everyone had an amazing summer! We are so excited to start up youth
group again this fall. We have a fun Kickoff Activity scheduled for Saturday, September 16. We will meet
at the church in the morning and then head out for an awesome day at CALAWAY PARK!!
Thursday, September 28 at 6:00PM we will be having a Pizza and
Planning meeting. Please come and share your ideas as we plan the
year ahead. Movie nights, potlucks, Inn From the Cold dinner service,
Talent Show, Fund Raising Event… the possibilities are endless... come
be a part of the planning process!! Bring a friend to enjoy the fun and
learn about the Gospel.
Finally, if you are not receiving the youth group emails and would like
to, please let me know at joffet@hotmail.com.
DATES TO REMEMBER:
September 16 - Calaway Park, time TBD
September 28 - Planning and Pizza 6:00PM at the church
October 12 - Youth Group 7:00PM at the church

SUNDAY SCHOOL: THAT’S THE SPIRIT!
You’ll literally see our Sunday School kids – and maybe their leaders—bouncing during our Kick-Off
Sunday/Canada 150 Celebration. And we plan to sustain that energy throughout the year.
While the bouncy castle will surely keep our young ones jumping, almost every one of
our youth and Sunday School children will also lead an event or game. If the
neighbourhood kids want to come? Well, the more the merrier! Bring your
kids, grandkids… and ask their friends if they want to come along. There will
be face painting, races (Ah! The old egg and spoon, three-legged and sack
races), relays, a selfie booth, a bean bag throw and an intriguing chance to
work with a team to build a weight-bearing bridge with popsicle sticks. Many of
our youth will be organizing those events. Most will continue to lead or aid our
Sunday School throughout the 2017-18 year.
Over the summer we experimented with a more laid-back craft time during the services. You may
remember that Pastor Steve used the theme of Bible birds to connect four of his sermons. The children
made sparrows, hens and chicks, doves and eagles that eventually adorned Christ’s robe at the front of
the sanctuary. Those craft times and their results were appreciated by the kids and the adults.
The spirit continues. Our devoted team will be joined by two “new”adult leaders. Watch for new
energy in further events such as a fresh Christmas presentation.
The Sunday School schedule is flexible. Contact Gloria Toole (403-282-6489) if you’d like to teach,
intern, offer a special event or talent, help with camera work, lead a sing song… And if you know of
children who would like to come to Sunday School, please bring them along.
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BOARD BRIEFS
Let’s Look at the Finance Committee of CMC
The CMC Executive Board recognizes the important service work of the Finance Committee and its

members in attending to the financial matters of the congregation.
Yet, not everyone may know the ins and outs of this process.

The 2017 Finance Committee is made up of the following:
• Church Treasurer, Roger Lohrey, appointed by the Executive Board in December of 2016 as per
our congregational bylaws.
• Envelope Steward, Ken Schultz, again appointed by the Executive Board, and we are grateful
that Ken has served in this position for some 8 years or so. Ken is assisted by a team of
dedicated Sunday Stewardship Counters that organize the deposit of Sunday Morning
Offerings and other deposits which arrive through the week.
• Congregational Bookkeeper, Sharon Bennett, who was named to this new position in January of
2017, and is of great assistance in handling the month to month bookkeeping matters.
• Former Church Treasurer, Warren Haggith, and his expertise as served as treasurer for so many
years continues to be a valuable asset in the day to day financial matters. If we have a difficult
question on these matters, Warren will know the answer.
• Board Members, Glen Newberry and Pat Holm, serve as ongoing liaisons to the support of the
finance committee from the Executive Board.
We thank these members of the Finance Committee and appreciate the steadfast service offered to the
church. Each month the Executive Board receives a detailed financial report from the Treasurer and
Bookkeeper with the Envelope Steward fully aware of the congregational giving support that is
received.
As shared at the most recent Congregational Church
Council, the invoices and receipts that are submitted from
vendors or from congregational expenses, are reviewed by
the Treasurer and with approval, submitted to the
bookkeeper who then cuts a cheque or handles that
expense.
This procedure is attended to on a monthly
basis, and as such, those receipts which congregational
members submit may take time to be processed.
If there are further questions as to the policy and practice
of the financial management of the church, please speak
with Treasurer, Roger Lohrey, or Executive Board Chair,
Alan Bartlett for clarification.
And, we would be remiss in this article, not to extend
gratitude to each congregational steward who gives so
generously that CMC continues to serve its mission and
purpose of extending the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
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MORAVIAN MOMENT
The Moravian Pentecost: In All Things Love
August 13, 1727 is known as the Moravian Pentecost, the day the Moravian Church was
reborn, a change of attitude from divisiveness and anger to spiritual commitment and love.
Much of what we consider to be “Moravian” today traces its beginning to this time of renewal
and rebirth. The Lovefeast, the Daily Texts, the Prayer Watch, the mission outreach, all thrived
because of what happened in Herrnhut on August 13, 1727.
The village of Herrnhut, "The Lord's Watch," (in present day Germany) came about because a little
band of religious fugitives from Moravia (in the modern Czech Republic) asked Count Nicolas Ludwig von
Zinzendorf if they might settle on his land. The Count agreed. One Moravian leader was Christian David, a potter
who burned with zeal for the things of the Lord.
Zinzendorf, too, was a man of deep religious conviction and piety. At six he had
written love letters to Christ. Deeply influenced by Lutheran Pietist thinking, the
Count was kept from becoming a minister by his aristocratic family and state
authority. Nonetheless, he and his wife, Anna, had dedicated their lives completely to
Christ. Eventually he would be chosen bishop of the Moravians. Zinzendorf was
appalled at the divisions between churches and hungered to unite the different
factions in a spiritual peace.
Herrnhut had become a gathering place for many religious exciles. They spoke
different languages and had differing customs and creeds. As squabbles developed,
Zinzendorf found himself moving from home to home speaking with families of their
spiritual need. Zinzendorf was the first to speak of "ecumenism." At Herrnhut, Zinzendorf
learned what the Holy Spirit could accomplish in breaking down denominational walls.

Count Zinzendorf

The people began to study the Bible, hold all-night prayer vigils and confess their sins one to another. Zinzendorf
established "bands," groups of two, three or more who would encourage each other spiritually. The bands to met
regularly and Zinzendorf sent food from his manor house to the homes where they were gathering. These “Agape
Meals” or “Lovefeasts” became important for this community as it grew together in love and in mission for Christ.
After a time of intense study of the Scriptures and devoted prayer, in May of 1727 the community came up with
the Brotherly Agreement, a covenant of behaviour for living in Christian community with the teachings of Christ as
its core. We know it today as the Moravian Covenant for Christian Living, and it still serves as a guide for how
Moravians live and relate to one another.
On August 13, 1727, at a baptism and communion service, the Holy Spirit moved through the room. Differences
dissolved. All embraced one another in forgiveness and a spirit of love. Christ became central to their thinking.
They established a twenty-four hour around-the-clock prayer vigil which lasted one hundred years. The fervent
prayers resulted in the sending out of missionaries to many lands--the first Protestant missions outside Europe
and North America. Thus Herrnhut reached out and touched other lands.
Herrnhut was a busy and industrious place. Spinning, weaving, carpentry, pottery, farming and missionary training
went on unceasingly. Each evening Zinzendorf selected a scripture to be the watchword for the next day. Often
he wrote a hymn to accompany the word. Saturdays and Sundays were days of prayer and worship. Bands met to
provide spiritual guidance and pray for one another. It was a time of recommitment to Christ and the living out of
our motto: In essentials, unity; in nonessentials, liberty; and in all things, love.
Adapted from articles by Dan Graves (http://www.christianity.com) and Rev. Joe Moore (https://frieschurch.org)

