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Surrender of General Burgoyne (John Trumbull  US Capitol Rotunda)

Canada thistle possibly introduced in hay brought to 
the US for General Burgoyne's horses



USFWS  https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Bison_herd_grazing.jpg

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Bison_herd_grazing.jpg


Homesteading Family 1886

http://www.usdakotawar.org/history/multimedia/homesteading-family

Very disturbance oriented individuals…



The Elusive Holy 
Grail of Weed 
Management 

- Eradication!



Iowa’s First Weed Law  
April 7,1868
(statehood 1846)

Minnesota’s First Weed Law
1872 

(statehood 1858) 

The first state or province weed law?
Canada thistle!



Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation

North Carolina Botanical Garden

George Washington Carver 
National Monument. nps.gov

Iowastatedaily.comAmes History Museum



Canada Thistle - Hayden
Amer. J. Bot. 21:355 - 373.  1934.

C. thistle distribution – 1898, Louis Pammel

Bob Hartzler, ISU



Canada Thistle – Hayden
Amer. J. Bot. 21:355 - 373.  1934.

C. thistle distribution – 1934, Ada Hayden

Bob Hartzler, ISU



Canada Thistle - Hayden
Amer. J. Bot. 21:355 - 373.  1934.

Infestations in Iowa studied 
extensively from 1890’s - 1930’s

Pammel, 1898 
“I have repeatedly examined thistles in 
WI, IA, IL and MO, and with few 
exceptions seeds have not been 
found.”



Canada Thistle – Hayden
Amer. J. Bot. 21:355 - 373.  1934.

– 1934, Ada HaydenC. thistle distribution – 1898, Louis Pammel



Canada Thistle - Hayden 
Amer. J. Bot. 21:355 - 373.  1934.

Ada Hayden -
Her work is still one of the best 
characterizations of Canada 
thistle biology today.



Rosemount Funct. Grp. By Sept. 2005



Male Flower

Female Flower



April               May                  June                     July                      Aug

15 hr May 19 th
15 1/2 hr June 6 th


NOAA data

		Minneapolis MN																																Astron		omica		l Appli		cati		ons De		pt.

		Location				: W093		16,		N44 58						Rise and Set times for 2005																								U. S.		Nav		al Obs		ervat		ory

																																								Washi		ngto		n, DC		2039		1284224

																								Central Standard Time

				Jan		Jan		Feb		Feb		March		March		April		April		May		May		June		June		July		July		Aug		Aug		Sept		Sept		Oct		Oct		Nov		Nov		Dec		Dec

		Day		y Rise		Set		Rise		Set		Rise		Set		Rise		Set		Rise		Set		Rise		Set		Rise		Set		Rise		Set		Rise		Set		Rise		Set		Rise		Set		Rise		Set

				h m		h m		h m		h m		h m		h m		h m		h m		h m		h m		h m		h m		h m		h m		h m		h m		h m		h m		h m		h m		h m		h m		h m		h m

		1		751		1643		733		1721		651		1801		553		1841		502		1919		430		1953		431		2003		459		1939		535		1850		611		1753		652		1701		731		1633

		2		751		1644		731		1723		649		1802		552		1842		501		1920		429		1953		431		2003		500		1938		537		1848		613		1751		653		1700		732		1633

		3		751		1645		730		1724		647		1804		550		1844		459		1921		429		1954		432		2003		501		1937		538		1846		614		1749		655		1658		733		1632

		4		751		1646		729		1726		645		1805		548		1845		458		1923		428		1955		432		2002		502		1935		539		1844		615		1748		656		1657		735		1632

		5		751		1647		728		1727		643		1806		546		1846		456		1924		428		1956		433		2002		503		1934		540		1842		616		1746		657		1656		736		1632

		6		751		1648		726		1729		642		1808		544		1847		455		1925		427		1957		434		2002		505		1933		541		1840		618		1744		659		1654		737		1632

		7		751		1649		725		1730		640		1809		542		1849		454		1926		427		1957		434		2001		506		1931		543		1839		619		1742		700		1653		738		1632

		8		750		1650		724		1732		638		1810		541		1850		452		1927		427		1958		435		2001		507		1930		544		1837		620		1740		701		1652		739		1632

		9		750		1651		722		1733		636		1812		539		1851		451		1929		427		1958		436		2000		508		1928		545		1835		621		1738		703		1651		740		1632

		10		750		1652		721		1734		634		1813		537		1852		450		1930		426		1959		437		2000		509		1927		546		1833		623		1737		704		1649		740		1632

		11		749		1653		719		1736		633		1814		535		1854		449		1931		426		2000		438		1959		510		1925		547		1831		624		1735		706		1648		741		1632

		12		749		1654		718		1737		631		1816		533		1855		447		1932		426		2000		438		1959		512		1924		548		1829		625		1733		707		1647		742		1632

		13		749		1656		717		1739		629		1817		532		1856		446		1933		426		2001		439		1958		513		1922		550		1827		626		1731		708		1646		743		1632

		14		748		1657		715		1740		627		1818		530		1858		445		1934		426		2001		440		1957		514		1921		551		1825		628		1730		710		1645		744		1632

		15		748		1658		714		1742		625		1819		528		1859		444		1936		426		2002		441		1957		515		1919		552		1823		629		1728		711		1644		745		1632

		16		747		1659		712		1743		623		1821		526		1900		443		1937		426		2002		442		1956		516		1917		553		1822		630		1726		712		1643		745		1633

		17		746		1701		710		1744		621		1822		525		1901		442		1938		426		2002		443		1955		517		1916		554		1820		632		1724		714		1642		746		1633

		18		746		1702		709		1746		620		1823		523		1903		441		1939		426		2003		444		1954		519		1914		556		1818		633		1723		715		1641		747		1633

		19		745		1703		707		1747		618		1825		521		1904		440		1940		426		2003		445		1953		520		1912		557		1816		634		1721		716		1640		747		1634

		20		744		1705		706		1749		616		1826		520		1905		439		1941		426		2003		446		1952		521		1911		558		1814		636		1719		718		1640		748		1634

		21		743		1706		704		1750		614		1827		518		1906		438		1942		427		2003		447		1952		522		1909		559		1812		637		1718		719		1639		748		1635

		22		743		1707		702		1751		612		1828		516		1908		437		1943		427		2003		448		1951		523		1907		600		1810		638		1716		720		1638		749		1635

		23		742		1709		701		1753		610		1830		515		1909		436		1944		427		2004		449		1950		525		1906		602		1808		640		1714		721		1637		749		1636

		24		741		1710		659		1754		608		1831		513		1910		435		1945		427		2004		450		1949		526		1904		603		1806		641		1713		723		1637		750		1636

		25		740		1712		657		1755		606		1832		511		1911		434		1946		428		2004		451		1947		527		1902		604		1804		642		1711		724		1636		750		1637

		26		739		1713		656		1757		605		1834		510		1913		434		1947		428		2004		452		1946		528		1900		605		1803		644		1710		725		1635		750		1638

		27		738		1714		654		1758		603		1835		508		1914		433		1948		429		2004		453		1945		529		1859		606		1801		645		1708		726		1635		751		1638

		28		737		1716		652		1800		601		1836		507		1915		432		1949		429		2004		454		1944		531		1857		608		1759		646		1707		728		1634		751		1639

		29		736		1717						559		1837		505		1916		431		1950		429		2004		455		1943		532		1855		609		1757		648		1705		729		1634		751		1640

		30		735		1719						557		1839		504		1918		431		1951		430		2003		457		1942		533		1853		610		1755		649		1704		730		1633		751		1641

		31		734		1720						555		1840						430		1952						458		1941		534		1852						650		1702						751		1642

																		Add one hour for daylight time, if and when in use

		Hours of Daylight by Month

				Jan		Feb		March		April		May		June		July		Aug		Sept		Oct		Nov		Dec

		1		892		988		1150		1288		1417		1523		1572		1480		1315		1142		1049		902

		2		893		992		1153		1290		1419		1524		1572		1438		1311		1138		1047		901

		3		894		994		1157		1294		1462		1525		1571		1436		1308		1135		1003		899

		4		895		997		1160		1297		1465		1527		1570		1433		1305		1133		1001		897

		5		896		999		1163		1300		1468		1528		1569		1431		1302		1130		999		896

		6		897		1003		1166		1303		1470		1530		1568		1428		1299		1126		995		895

		7		898		1005		1169		1307		1472		1530		1567		1425		1296		1123		953		894

		8		900		1008		1172		1309		1475		1531		1566		1423		1293		1120		951		893

		9		901		1011		1176		1312		1478		1531		1564		1420		1290		1117		948		892

		10		902		1013		1179		1315		1480		1533		1563		1418		1287		1114		945		892

		11		904		1017		1181		1319		1482		1574		1521		1415		1284		1111		942		891

		12		905		1019		1185		1322		1485		1574		1521		1412		1281		1108		940		890

		13		907		1022		1188		1324		1487		1575		1519		1409		1277		1105		938		889

		14		909		1025		1191		1328		1489		1575		1517		1407		1274		1102		935		888

		15		910		1028		1194		1331		1492		1576		1516		1404		1271		1099		933		887

		16		912		1031		1198		1374		1494		1576		1514		1401		1269		1096		931		888

		17		955		1034		1201		1376		1496		1576		1512		1399		1266		1092		928		887

		18		956		1037		1203		1380		1498		1577		1510		1395		1262		1090		926		886

		19		958		1040		1207		1383		1500		1577		1508		1392		1259		1087		924		887

		20		961		1043		1210		1385		1502		1577		1506		1390		1256		1083		922		886

		21		963		1046		1213		1388		1504		1576		1505		1387		1253		1081		920		887

		22		964		1049		1216		1392		1506		1576		1503		1384		1210		1078		918		886

		23		967		1052		1220		1394		1508		1577		1501		1381		1206		1074		916		887

		24		969		1095		1223		1397		1510		1577		1499		1378		1203		1072		914		886

		25		972		1098		1226		1400		1512		1576		1496		1375		1200		1069		912		887

		26		974		1101		1229		1403		1513		1576		1494		1372		1198		1066		910		888

		27		976		1104		1232		1406		1515		1575		1492		1330		1195		1063		909		887

		28		979		1148		1235		1408		1517		1575		1490		1326		1151		1061		906		888

		29		981				1278		1411		1519		1575		1488		1323		1148		1057		905		889

		30		984				1282		1414		1520		1573		1485		1320		1145		1055		903		890

		31		986				1285				1522				1483		1318				1052				891





April 

		892

		893

		894

		895

		896

		897

		898

		900

		901

		902

		904

		905

		907

		909

		910

		912

		955

		956

		958

		961

		963

		964

		967

		969

		972

		974

		976

		979

		981

		984

		986



April

Individual Days

Daylength (hrs)

April Daylength Photoperiod for Mpls/St. Paul MN 2005 Location W093 16 N4458



May

		1417

		1419

		1462

		1465

		1468

		1470

		1472

		1475

		1478

		1480

		1482

		1485

		1487

		1489

		1492

		1494

		1496

		1498

		1500

		1502

		1504

		1506

		1508

		1510

		1512

		1513

		1515

		1517

		1519

		1520

		1522



May

Individual Days

Day Length (hrs)

May Daylength Period for Mpls/St. Paul MN 2005 Location W093 16 N4458



June

		1523

		1524

		1525

		1527

		1528

		1530

		1530

		1531

		1531

		1533

		1574

		1574

		1575

		1575

		1576

		1576

		1576

		1577

		1577

		1577

		1576

		1576

		1577

		1577

		1576

		1576

		1575

		1575

		1575

		1573



June

Individual Days

Daylength (hrs)

June Daylength Photoperiod for Mpls/St. Paul MN 2005 Location W093 16 N4458



July

		1572

		1572

		1571

		1570

		1569

		1568

		1567

		1566

		1564

		1563

		1521

		1521

		1519

		1517

		1516

		1514

		1512

		1510

		1508

		1506

		1505

		1503

		1501

		1499

		1496

		1494

		1492

		1490

		1488

		1485

		1483



July

Individual Days

Daylength (hrs)

July Daylength Photoperiod for Mpls/St.Paul MN 2005 Location W093 16 N4458



August 

		1480

		1438

		1436

		1433

		1431

		1428

		1425

		1423

		1420

		1418

		1415

		1412

		1409

		1407

		1404

		1401

		1399

		1395

		1392

		1390

		1387

		1384

		1381

		1378

		1375

		1372

		1330

		1326

		1323

		1320

		1318



August

Individual Days

Daylength (hrs)

August Daylength Photoperiod for Mpls/St.Paul MN 2005 Location W093 N4458



September 

		1315

		1311

		1308

		1305

		1302

		1299

		1296

		1293

		1290

		1287

		1284

		1281

		1277

		1274

		1271

		1269

		1266

		1262

		1259

		1256

		1253

		1210

		1206

		1203

		1200

		1198

		1195

		1151

		1148

		1145



September

Individual Days

Daylength (hrs)

September Daylength Photoperiod for Mpls/St. Paul MN 2005 Location W093 16 N4458



October 

		1142

		1138

		1135

		1133

		1130

		1126

		1123

		1120

		1117

		1114

		1111

		1108

		1105

		1102

		1099

		1096

		1092

		1090

		1087

		1083

		1081

		1078

		1074

		1072

		1069

		1066

		1063

		1061

		1057

		1055

		1052



October

Individual Days

Daylength (hrs)

October Daylength Photoperiod for Mpls/St. Paul MN 2005 Location W093 16 N4458



November 

		1049

		1047

		1003

		1001

		999

		995

		953

		951

		948

		945

		942

		940

		938

		935

		933

		931

		928

		926

		924

		922

		920

		918

		916

		914

		912

		910

		909

		906

		905

		903



November

Individual Days

Daylength (hrs)

November Daylength Photoperiod for Mpls/St. Paul MN 2005 Location W093 16 N4458



December 

		902

		901

		899

		897

		896

		895

		894

		893

		892

		892

		891

		890

		889

		888

		887

		888

		887

		886

		887

		886

		887

		886

		887

		886

		887

		888

		887

		888

		889

		890

		891



December

Individual Days

Daylength (hrs)

December Daylength Photoperiod for Mpls/St. Paul MN 2005 Location W093 N4458



Chart1

		1288

		1417

		1523

		1572

		1480

		1315



Daylight (hrs)

April-September Daylength Photoperiods for Mpls/St. Paul Location W093 16 N4458



Chart2

		988

		1150

		1288

		1417

		1523

		1572

		1480

		1315

		1142

		1049

		902



Daylength (hrs)

All Year Daylength Photoperiods for Mpls/St. Paul Location W093 16 N4458



Julian day vers.

		Minneapolis MN				NOAA

		Location				: W093 16				N44 58																														U. S.		Nav		al Obs		ervat		ory

																																								Washi		ngto		n, DC		2039		1284224

		Central Standard Time						Rise and Set times for 2005

		Julian Day		Month		Day of Month		Daylength (hrs)

		1		January		1		892

		2				2		893

		3				3		894

		4				4		895

		5				5		896

		6				6		897

		7				7		898

		8				8		900

		9				9		901

		10				10		902

		11				11		904

		12				12		905

		13				13		907

		14				14		909

		15				15		910

		16				16		912

		17				17		955

		18				18		956

		19				19		958

		20				20		961

		21				21		963

		22				22		964

		23				23		967

		24				24		969

		25				25		972

		26				26		974

		27				27		976

		28				28		979

		29				29		981

		30				30		984

		31				31		986

		32		February		1		988

		33				2		992

		34				3		994

		35				4		997

		36				5		999

		37				6		1003

		38				7		1005

		39				8		1008

		40				9		1011

		41				10		1013

		42				11		1017

		43				12		1019

		44				13		1022

		45				14		1025

		46				15		1028

		47				16		1031

		48				17		1034

		49				18		1037

		50				19		1040

		51				20		1043

		52				21		1046

		53				22		1049

		54				23		1052

		55				24		1095

		56				25		1098

		57				26		1101

		58				27		1104

		59				28		1148

		60		March		1		1150

		61				2		1153

		62				3		1157

		63				4		1160

		64				5		1163

		65				6		1166

		66				7		1169

		67				8		1172

		68				9		1176

		69				10		1179

		70				11		1181

		71				12		1185

		72				13		1188

		73				14		1191

		74				15		1194

		75				16		1198

		76				17		1201

		77				18		1203

		78				19		1207

		79				20		1210

		80				21		1213

		81				22		1216

		82				23		1220

		83				24		1223

		84				25		1226

		85				26		1229

		86				27		1232

		87				28		1235

		88				29		1278

		89				30		1282								988

		90				31		1285								1150

		91		April		1		1288						April		1288

		92				2		1290						May		1417

		93				3		1294						June		1523

		94				4		1297						July		1572

		95				5		1300						August		1480

		96				6		1303								1315

		97				7		1307								1142

		98				8		1309								1049

		99				9		1312								902

		100				10		1315

		101				11		1319

		102				12		1322

		103				13		1324

		104				14		1328

		105				15		1331

		106				16		1374

		107				17		1376

		108				18		1380

		109				19		1383

		110				20		1385

		111				21		1388

		112				22		1392

		113				23		1394

		114				24		1397

		115				25		1400

		116				26		1403

		117				27		1406

		118				28		1408

		119				29		1411

		120				30		1414

		121		May		1		1417

		122				2		1419

		123				3		1462

		124				4		1465

		125				5		1468

		126				6		1470

		127				7		1472

		128				8		1475

		129				9		1478

		130				10		1480

		131				11		1482

		132				12		1485

		133				13		1487

		134				14		1489

		135				15		1492

		136				16		1494

		137				17		1496

		138				18		1498

		139				19		1500

		140				20		1502

		141				21		1504

		142				22		1506

		143				23		1508

		144				24		1510

		145				25		1512

		146				26		1513

		147				27		1515

		148				28		1517

		149				29		1519

		150				30		1520

		151				31		1522

		152		June		1		1523

		153				2		1524

		154				3		1525

		155				4		1527

		156				5		1528

		157				6		1530

		158				7		1530

		159				8		1531

		160				9		1531

		161				10		1533

		162				11		1574

		163				12		1574

		164				13		1575

		165				14		1575

		166				15		1576

		167				16		1576

		168				17		1576

		169				18		1577

		170				19		1577

		171				20		1577

		172				21		1576

		173				22		1576

		174				23		1577

		175				24		1577

		176				25		1576

		177				26		1576

		178				27		1575

		179				28		1575

		180				29		1575

		181				30		1573

		182		July		1		1572

		183				2		1572

		184				3		1571

		185				4		1570

		186				5		1569

		187				6		1568

		188				7		1567

		189				8		1566

		190				9		1564

		191				10		1563

		192				11		1521

		193				12		1521

		194				13		1519

		195				14		1517

		196				15		1516

		197				16		1514

		198				17		1512

		199				18		1510

		200				19		1508

		201				20		1506

		202				21		1505

		203				22		1503

		204				23		1501

		205				24		1499

		206				25		1496

		207				26		1494

		208				27		1492

		209				28		1490

		210				29		1488

		211				30		1485

		212				31		1483

		213		August		1		1480

		214				2		1438

		215				3		1436

		216				4		1433

		217				5		1431

		218				6		1428

		219				7		1425

		220				8		1423

		221				9		1420

		222				10		1418

		223				11		1415

		224				12		1412

		225				13		1409

		226				14		1407

		227				15		1404

		228				16		1401

		229				17		1399

		230				18		1395

		231				19		1392

		232				20		1390

		233				21		1387

		234				22		1384

		235				23		1381

		236				24		1378

		237				25		1375

		238				26		1372

		239				27		1330

		240				28		1326

		241				29		1323

		242				30		1320

		243				31		1318

		244		September		1		1315

		245				2		1311

		246				3		1308

		247				4		1305

		248				5		1302

		249				6		1299

		250				7		1296

		251				8		1293

		252				9		1290

		253				10		1287

		254				11		1284

		255				12		1281

		256				13		1277

		257				14		1274

		258				15		1271

		259				16		1269

		260				17		1266

		261				18		1262

		262				19		1259

		263				20		1256

		264				21		1253

		265				22		1210

		266				23		1206

		267				24		1203

		268				25		1200

		269				26		1198

		270				27		1195

		271				28		1151

		272				29		1148

		273				30		1145

		274		October		1		1142

		275				2		1138

		276				3		1135

		277				4		1133

		278				5		1130

		279				6		1126

		280				7		1123

		281				8		1120

		282				9		1117

		283				10		1114

		284				11		1111

		285				12		1108

		286				13		1105

		287				14		1102

		288				15		1099

		289				16		1096

		290				17		1092

		291				18		1090

		292				19		1087

		293				20		1083

		294				21		1081

		295				22		1078

		296				23		1074

		297				24		1072

		298				25		1069

		299				26		1066

		300				27		1063

		301				28		1061

		302				29		1057

		303				30		1055

		304				31		1052

		305		November		1		1049

		306				2		1047

		307				3		1003

		308				4		1001

		309				5		999

		310				6		995

		311				7		953

		312				8		951

		313				9		948

		314				10		945

		315				11		942

		316				12		940

		317				13		938

		318				14		935

		319				15		933

		320				16		931

		321				17		928

		322				18		926

		323				19		924

		324				20		922

		325				21		920

		326				22		918

		327				23		916

		328				24		914

		329				25		912

		330				26		910

		331				27		909

		332				28		906

		333				29		905

		334				30		903

		335		December		1		902

		336				2		901

		337				3		899

		338				4		897

		339				5		896

		340				6		895

		341				7		894

		342				8		893

		343				9		892

		344				10		892

		345				11		891

		346				12		890

		347				13		889

		348				14		888

		349				15		887

		350				16		888

		351				17		887

		352				18		886

		353				19		887

		354				20		886

		355				21		887

		356				22		886

		357				23		887

		358				24		886

		359				25		887

		360				26		888

		361				27		887

		362				28		888

		363				29		889

		364				30		890

		365				31		891







Varied biotypes



Phil Westra, Colorado State

One year of root growth!



Seasonal Carbohydrate Levels In 
Hemp Dogbane Root Crowns
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Mid flower

Early bud

Becker and Fawcett. 1980-1981. Cumberland IA.



Control Options For
Canada Thistle

• Mechanical / physical
• Biological
• Cultural
• Chemical



Tillage to Eradicate Canada Thistle
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Trial 1
Trial 2

Tillage interval (Weeks)

Plowed 6” deep when 5 ” tall, then duckfoot 
cultivator 5“ deep rest of growing seasonAdapted from Seely, C.I. 1952

Univ. Idaho Exp. Stat. Bull. 288

18 9 6 4
11 7 6

9 8
Total no. of tillage events 

needed to eradicate

1 2  3  4  5  6 

The Sweet Spot
Fasted eradication, 
fewest applications



Seeds to Seedlings







Effect of Wind of direction and distance of 
Canada thistle dispersal

263o

Seeds Pappi

up to 340/sq. m
up to 740/sq. m



Dilution of seed and pappi as 
area expands
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Canada Thistle Seed Production 
4 Mn Sites, 2006 and 2007
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Put it in the bank!
Timing matters!
• Flowering cues

• Physical removal
• kill the roots not the shoots
• delay until seed pre-milk stage, then two 

more at 30-day intervals
• Herbicides

• post-flowing herbicide tags along with 
photoassimilates

• the later the better

• Seeds disperse locally
• prevent dispersal in new infestation



Control Options For
Canada Thistle

• Mechanical
• Biological
• Cultural
• Chemical



Biological Control of Canada Thistle

• Stem-mining weevil, 
Ceutorhynchus litura  attacks 
thistles in Cirsium, Silybum 
and Carduus genera of Aster 
family

• Approved for release in 
United States

• Reports in the field, only 
attacking Canada thistle



Native Thistles in Minnesota

Swamp thistleField thistle Tall thistle

Hill’s thistle Wavyleaf thistle Flodman’s thistle

All Minnesota native thistle are Cirsium species.  



Cirsium Native Common Garden, established August 2015



Emergence of Cirsium arvense and MN native Cirsium species (Kaplan-Meier 
Cumulative Hazard Curves). 1.0 = 100% shoot emergence. January 1 is Day 1. 
Common garden, St. Paul, MN. 2016 - 2019. Katovich, Katovich, Becker



Native Cirsium Common Garden 2016

Canada thistle phenology compared to native Cirsium species to inform biological control agent synchrony.      
University of Minnesota, St. Paul Campus.  



Bacteria for biocontrol?
Pseudomonas syringae

Check (top left)
plus 4 degrees
of control

Jurg Hiltbrunner



Biocontrol of 
Canada Thistle

Reassessing 
Puccinia

– Better 
understanding 
of life-cycle 

– May offer 
suppression



Put it in the bank!

Biocontrol!    .... well maybe
• Lots of native Cirsium

• Gall fly (Urophora cardui)
• Stem weevil (Hadroplontus litura)
• Rosette weevil (Trichosirocalus horridus)

• PST not going to save us
• Puccinia rust potential



Control Options For
Canada Thistle

• Mechanical
• Biological
• Cultural
• Chemical



Burning 

- Help or 
Hindrance??

Lee Klossner, UMN
http://prairieu.umn.edu/wp-content/files/burn032.jpg



Burns often promotes C. thistle seedling est.
- thatch removed, initially open canopy
- 2x no. shoots, but ½ the height
Subsequent warm grass thrives
- C. thistle seedlings can not compete



Impact of Canada Thistle Cover on 
Plant Community Structure in Early 

Stage Prairie Restoration 

Byron B. Sleugh*1, Mary B. Halstvedt2, Roger L. Becker3, Paul Bockenstedt4; 1Dow 
AgroSciences, Indianapolis, IN,2 Emeritus, Dow AgroSciences, Billings, MT,3 

University of Minnesota, St. Paul, MN,4 Stantec, St. Paul, MN



DOW RESTRICTED - For internal use only

2015 Canada thistle map:  Some of the smaller patches are 
gone and some areas became larger and more defined 



Comparison of % Cover of Each Botanical Group at  Different 
Canada Thistle Infestation Levels
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				BG/Litter		Canada thistle		Other Undesbl		Forbs		Grass

		0% Cover CT		8		0		8		27		57

		<10% Cover CT		13		5		5		23		53
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Canada Thistle Management
Functional Groups to Resist Invasion 

During Prairie Establishment
Roger Becker and Lee Klossner

University of Minnesota
Milt Haar

National Park Service





Canada Thistle 
Seeded in Center







Open niches?

Warm only – most open

Cool only – least open



Small, non-competitive,
usually vegetative



MnDNR Talcot 
Lake Area Office,
est. plots, sprayed 
in 2003

50 x 150 ft strips
30 ft buffers
3 reps
2 locations
9 or 10 BMP trt.
3 perm. quads/trt.





Put it in the bank!

Good things take time!
• Battle of the forbs
• Manage for desirable things, not Canth
• Be patient, stable systems prevent Canth



Control Options For
Canada Thistle

• Mechanical
• Biological
• Cultural
• Chemical



Canada Thistle Management Trial
Spring vs. Fall, Waseca MN    2004 - 2005
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Fall ~ 12 MAT
Spring (Bud/Bloom)~ 3 MAT

Banvel 2 pt

Plateau 6 oz

Rated Sept. 21, 2005

Telar 1 oz

Telar 1 oz

Plateau 6 oz

LSD (0.05)=32



Herbicides for Canada Thistle
Picolinic acids Rank for
In order of introduction: Canth Cntr.:
• Picloram (Tordon, Grazon)? #3
• Clopyralid (Stinger, Transline, Curtail) #2
• Aminopyralid (Milestone, Forefront)     #1
• Aminocyclopyrachlor +SU #4

– Method (Streamline, Perspective)

Sulfonyl ureas, Imidazolinones ?
Uracils ?
Other PGRs ?





Canada Thistle Management Trial
Transline Use Study  West Graham WMA    2004 - 2005
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Gallonage comparisons

All @ 8 oz Transline / A and 0.25% Activator 90

LSD (0.05)=24

Fall ~ 10.5 MAT
Spring ~ 12.5 MAT

Rated July 7, 2005



Canada Thistle Management Trial
Transline Use Study  West Graham WMA    2004 - 2005
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Fall

Additive comparisons

All @ 8 oz / A Transline and 20 GPA

LSD (0.05)=24

Fall ~ 10.5 MAT
Spring ~ 12.5 MAT

Rated July 7, 2005



Transplanted Forb Tolerance Study
Sept 24, 2008  Trial Est. 2007,   Repeated in 08-10



West Newton Sand Prairie – 2 yr. old stand
Kurt Brownell US Army Corp
Louanne Brooks, Dow AgroSciences



Kufrin WPS
2 yr. old stand



Defining Tolerance of 
Native Forbs to Herbicides



MnDNR Talcot 
Lake Area Office,
est. plots, sprayed 
in 2003

50 x 150 ft strips
30 ft buffers
3 reps
2 locations
9 or 10 BMP trt.
3 perm. quads/trt.



Rats
Ruds
Helis





Put it in the bank!

• Milestone, Transline 
• C. thistle specialists!
• Milestone more efficacious
• Transline more forb tolerance

• No matter what you do, need to 
repeat it
• Fall slight edge

• 20 to 40 GPA, no additives needed



We’re In Ft. Knox!

C. Thistle thrives on low-level disturbance
• Focus on the margins
• Be patient, things are going to work out
• Strive to have a few around

• Just not the whole family!



Questions?

 Roger Becker 2010
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