
Iowa’s Bee Rule

Andrew Joseph - IDALS 
2023



Iowa’s “Bee Rule”

Enacted in 1979



Changes thru time
Beekeeper Notification → Window of Application



Iowa’s “Bee Rule” Since 2009

45.31(1) Owners of apiaries, in order to protect their bees from pesticide

applications, shall register the location of their apiaries with the state apiarist.

Registration shall be on forms provided by the department. The registration

expires December 31 each year and may be renewed the following year.

45.31(2) Between 8 a.m. and 6 p.m., a commercial applicator shall not apply to

blooming crops pesticides labeled as toxic to bees when the commercial

applicator is located within one mile of a registered apiary. A commercial

applicator shall be responsible for maintaining the one-mile distance from apiaries

that are registered and listed on the sensitive crop registry on the first day of each

month.



DriftWatch.org



BeeCheck / FieldWatch / DriftWatch …

Annual Registration required (if choosing to register at all)

Done at any time, but 1st of each month is important…

NOTE: This is specifically for beekeeper-managed hives of honey bees.



DOES THE BEE RULE STOP 
ALL PESTICIDE APPLICATIONS 
NEAR MY HIVES?

Nope.



Only applies to applications which:

Have a “Bee warning” on the product FIFRA label

Are applied by a commercial pesticide applicator

Are applied to blooming crops (…????)

Are within one mile radius of hives that actively registered

And then the Bee Rule limitation is simply that:

The application cannot occur between 8 a.m. – 6 p.m.



ARE HIVES PROTECTED IF NOT REGISTERED?

Not by the Bee Rule.

But Label restrictions, drift laws, etc. still apply!



WHY THE 1 MILE RADIUS?

Compromise.

Pesticide Applicator groups, Beekeepers , 
ISU Extension, IDALS folks … 



WHY 8AM to 6PM?

Compromise.

Peak hours of bee foraging activity, 
particularly for soybeans…



WHAT ABOUT NOTIFICATION PRIOR TO 
APPLICATION?

No longer required (2009).



IowaAgriculture.gov/SensitiveCropRegistry



FAQ … Wouldn’t hurt to have one handy



IDALS Contacts

Dr.Gretchen Paluch, IDALS Pesticides Bureau Chief

515 281 8591 - calls only

Me, Andrew Joseph, IDALS State Apiarist

515 326 5765 - calls or texts
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