
The Atonement 
of Jesus Christ





One by One
…the multitude 

went forth, and 

thrust their hands 

into his side, and 

did feel the prints of 

the nails in his 

hands and in his 

feet; and this they 

did do, going forth 

one by one until 

they had all gone 

forth… 3 Nephi 11
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Enoch saw the conditions of 

these latter days. He and other 

early prophets knew that only 

as we accept the Atonement in 

our lives and strive to live the 

gospel can we meet the 

challenges of life and find 

peace, joy, and happiness. 

Coming to understand this 

great gift is an individual 

pursuit for each child of God.
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Brothers and sisters, I believe 

that if we could truly 

understand the Atonement of 

the Lord Jesus Christ, we would 

realize how precious is one son 

or daughter of God. I believe 

our Heavenly Father’s 

everlasting purpose for His 

children is generally achieved 

by the small and simple things 

we do for one another. At the 

heart of the English word 

atonement is the word one. 
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If  all mankind understood this, 

there would never be anyone 

with whom we would not be 

concerned, regardless of age, 

race, gender, religion, or social 

or economic standing. We 

would strive to emulate the 

Savior and would never be 

unkind, indifferent, 

disrespectful, or insensitive to 

others.
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If  we truly understood the 

Atonement and the eternal 

value of each soul, we would 

seek out the wayward boy and 

girl and every other wayward 

child of God. We would help 

them to know of the love Christ 

has for them. We would do all 

that we can to help prepare 

them to receive the saving 

ordinances of the gospel. 
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Sadly, in today’s world, a 

person’s importance is often 

judged by the size of the 

audience before which he or 

she performs. That is how 

media and sports programs are 

rated, how corporate 

prominence is sometimes 

determined, and often how 

governmental rank is obtained. 
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That may be why roles such as 

father, mother, and missionary 

seldom receive standing 

ovations. Fathers, mothers, and 

missionaries “play” before very 

small audiences. Yet, in the eyes 

of the Lord, there may be only 

one size of audience that is of 

lasting importance—and that is 

just one, each one, you and me, 

and each one of the children of 

God. 
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The irony of the 

Atonement is that it 

is infinite and 

eternal, yet it is 

applied individually, 

one person at a time.
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