ARCHITECT AND ENGINEER
CHISEL OFFICE JEWEL OuT
OF DILAPIDATED STRUCTURE

rehitect Jeif Wenstein et
engmeet Carl Howe follmaring
ine Morthridie Earthquak

when they worked together rehahilitan

ing several condominium projects. The
tam decided to pool their resonces o
buy and completely reluibd a dilapidaot
mare inl Wesl Los

od eommercial sbu

Angeles, California inno preofession)
offices. The location 15 ai the hob of
the city's business clusters—presenting a
st commuite to downtown, Century
City, Beverly [Hills, and many other
ATES

I'he portners formed a Limited
Linialsty Company in May D09 to
gequire and redevelop the huilding,
located along Motor Avenne bebween
Twentieth Century Froo and Soay
Studios. As owners, they planned on
occupying the top loor of the peo-story
huilding.

The existing 2,550 sq.ft. strocture
{previously o restounmt and apart
merl ) wis commpietely gutted and tans-
formied mito 3,950 sg.ft. of creative
uffices with exposed structural,
mechamcal and lighting systems, a rear
outdoor patio, a light-filled elerestory
seoond floor, and parking for seven

Cars.

The street fagade seeks o eaplur
the spirit of the A Deco e in Los
Angeles. The basilding becomes mone
eomtemponiry abong 1is side anid mear
eleviatinms 1 kespang with its context
and economy, The secomd foor was
cxestomn designed by the partmers o
reflect their individual scyles.

Be:canse of their experience in pro
ject manggement and enginsering con
sudtingt, Carl and Jeft chose to subcon
tract the job themselwes, acting as gen
eral contractor, Bidding each trade oui

to miultiple contractors wis Hime-con

suiming, but cost less due 1o svings

peafit, overhead and genenil conditions
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Collaborating om the design presented a major chal
lenge, Meither partner could afford to jecpardize their cur-
renl pracioe or chients during the development process, b
they hisd to maintain ongoing commumication, No less than
four architect friends contributed their design ExpeTtise o
mutters relating to interiors, lighting, exterior elevations, and
signage. Maintaining construction costs within an accept-
able range required a deliberate strategy and Rexibility, with
frequent discussions o reach agreement,

This process tested therr friendship, and challenged
their commitment to build the project profitably and provide
a well-designed work environment. Both partners learied

froum the process mrd its success that architects, engineers
and contrions, az well as other professionals, may be well
suited to own and/or develop their own facilities, The pres-
tige andd suceess assoviated with owning vosr own husiness
arldress con translate well into expanding the ringe of pm-
lesstonal services and new growth oppos |||11'I'|,-

Motor City Partners LLC completed § [
2000, excceding preliminary budget estimates and schedul-
g, but succeeding nonetheless. High quality fround Aoor
tenants, positive impact on the streetscape and neighbor-
hood, and qualicy office spece for the owners themselves are
all very tangible benefite. The Motor City building repre-
sents a suecesalul urhan infill commercial development and
& S avvestimient!

Mok Aserics, ng

= K-Grip prevemts ccidemts on Sairs, ravmos or on
fooning of natural stone, ceramic fife, femrazzo,
corcrels, metal, wood, wakl ar any hard surfaces
(EBands o everything excepl plasficl)

*  K-GEnp (s zuitatie for feleror, exterior, and wel
areas around swimuming poais and kol lubs,

*  Avaiable in standard colors, cuzfon oolars for bgos,
mataliic calars, and lminows (glows in the dark. )

*  K-Gnp iz easily instalfed and ready for foal raffic in
a lew houwrs, It iz ADA approved.

2085 Aflon
Houston TX 7055
Fax T713-955-4508

713-956-1657
toll free 1-866-F05-4747F
wtws k-grip.de
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Photos:
Carl Howe, FE

Motor City Building
Los Angeles, CA

Size of project:
3 950 sq.fr

Mumbear of units:
3 office suiles

Size range
554 sq k.,
sq.fi.

of units:

Cost of project:
$525,000

Site sipe;
25w 50

Cost per sq.ft.
$130

Dovelopar:

totae City Parinars, LLC

Archi

thartin Geloar, FAlA

1,090 sg.fr., 1604

Contracior
Buile 3 Suit

Enginesr:

C%. Howe & Aszocionas
Interior Designer:
Ryan Coultis
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oof Drainage

Choice

A wears, Bereer Bros Co. hias
Jor professiongl
of copper rogf
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The Copper Choree”

W Half Rownd & K Sbile Gutters
B Doenspouts & Elbows

W Roof Edgings

W Snow Guards

W Dormers & Cupolas

W Spires & Anals

W Ornatd Conductar Heads

W Corniess, Fashing & Tiim

B Aool Panels

W Complete Ling 01 bepessories
M And So Much Maore!

BERGER
BROS CO.

Fax (215) 365-T730

Wi coppercraft.com
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