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At the time of his death in 1835, John Waters was a success-
ful planter and landlord snd perhsps one of the wealthiest men
in Savannah, He owned both & cotten plantation and a rice
glantation as well as numerous city tenements. He was a well-
respected citizen, serving numerous terms on the Grand Jury and
on the County Board of Health, but more tham once refused to he s
candidate for city alderman. Irbgically, he seemed to possess a
epriows lack of regard for legal and civic issues; in one well-
publicized case blatantly disreparding a city ordinance which ran
contrary to his fnterests. He married twice, survived both wives,
and was himself survived by three daughters.

John Waters was born Jume 27, 1771, the son of Sinclair and
Tamer (Oates) Waters, His father was a tailor, opening a shop
with a Mr. Dean in Savanneh in 1769.1 He and John's grandfather,
John Dates, were Teries and in 1780 signed a petition to King
George pledging their allegiance to the Crown and thanking him
for sending troaps to protect the colony and restore order‘z
Unfortunately, not much is known of John's early life. His
obituary states that he was s native of Scotland, coming to this
cauntry at the age of seven.3 This is not independently verified
and, at bdest, is questionable.

It is not known exactly when, but John married Elcy(or Alice}
Cropp, the daughter of a Skidaway Island planter and his wife,
John and Ssrsh Cropp. The Cropps died in 1796 end 1803 respectively,
and it is probably through their deaths that their cotton plantatien

came to be in his hands. It is on the plantaticm that he and Eley



buried their fourteen-month old son, Thomas B. Waters, on

Christmas Day, 1804. Four years later, omn March 17, 1808,

Elcy, at the age of 26, died in childbirth at their home on
Broughton Street. John hsd her kody taken to the plantation

and buried next to their snn.4 Their graves now lie in a small
walled plet on the Oakridge g80lf course at the Lamdings on Skidaway
Island. Seven years passed and John Waters married agein, this
time to the widowed Sarah Tist on November 30, 1815 iu a ceremnony
performed by the Reverend KEcllock of Independent Presbhyterian

3

Church of which My, Waters was a member. It was common in those

deys, especially for & widow with property on the bripk of re-
marriage, to make @ marriage settlement. Sarah Tiot;this by
conveying to her step-son Charles Tiot, Jr., for the amount of
five dollars, her property in town and her slaves? Unfortunately,
four years later, two days before Christmas no less, on December
23,1819, a separation sgreement was filed at the courthouse.
"Pue to diverse disputes and unhappy differences that for seversl
mouths paat?g}isen" Johr and Sarah decided to live aeparately.?
This was termed a separation but it was tantamount tp diverce
as each party agreed to have nothing further to do with tche other.
Waters, for mil the respect and regard he would eventually
attain as a leading citizen, at times seemed Lo possess a curiouns
lack of regard for legal and civic issues. On at least three
occasions, beginning as early as 1793, he appeared on published
lists of those persons failing to file tax returns on taxable
property. On one of those occasions he was notified that unless

the tax was paid, a portion of his land would be sold in order to



satisfy the debt.8 On at least four different occasions he dis~-
regarded jury summons. One of these so incurred the wrath of the
coroner who had summoned Waters as a jurer om inquests, that he
published in the newspaper that unless an excuse, "if any be had",
was filed with the clerk of Superior Court within ten days a com-
plaint would be imBued against him.9 In 1824 and 1829 his nane
was put forth as a candidate for city alderman, but on both
cccasions he refused to be a candidete, having the local newspaper

print a statemeat to that effect.10

fle was sved im Superior Court
for failing{or refusing, it is not clear which) to repay a note
in the amount of one thousand dollars. The judge found for the
glaintiffs but Waters was regquired to pay omly a tenth of that
amount.l! In spite of all of this, John Waters became a well-
regpected citizen in Savannsh, Between 1810 and 1830 he served
seven terms of the Grand Jury, six of those terwms in a period of
ten years. He was elected Fire Marshall of Liberty Ward in 1807
and for four astraight years from 1822 through 1825, was named

to the Board of Health representinpg Liberty Ward. In 1807, he
was admitted into membership of the Union Soclety, an organiza-
tion founded te support and educate orphaned hnys.lz Ia 1825

he hecame a member of the St. dndrews Socliety, an organization
celebrating Scottish ancestral ties.la The year before his
death, he was present at the founding of the Unien and States

Rights Party of Chatham. After that initial meeting, he was among

a8 grouwp entertained on board the Gonsnitution;which was in port,
and made a toast to the captain and to the United States.l4
Waters did not begin eazrning a living as a planter, He

was a shopkeeper in Savannah and in 1800 was one of a short list



of the only persons in town obtaining a "licemnse to retail
spiritous liquours in the city of Savannah".ls He began purchasing
property and renting retail and residential space. Tax digeats
reveal that he owned, in the city proper itself, properties

valued at $15,000. Oytside of the city, he owned a cotton planta-~
tion on Skidaway Island, which had grown te 330 acres by 1832, a
rice plantation along the Savannsgh River, and between 200 and 300

acres in McIntosh County.l6

Interestingly enovgh, the deed recorxrds
reveal he also purchased 2 fsir amount of acreage in Fair Lawn
Tract, located in west Savannah, approximately where the Georgia
Ports Autherity is now located. This land is not found represented
in the tax records and only & portion of it is recorded as being
sold.l?
By 1830, Waters owned cver one hundred slaves, but this nua-
ber fluctuated over the years and continued to do so with the
varicus purchases and sales of alaves.ls There is some evidence
which exists that indicates he may have attempted to keep slave

19 The great majority of the slaves, of

families together.
course, were divided between the two plantatioms. The cotton
plantation, which expanded by one hundred acres or so during the
time he owned it, must have been somewhat of a headache to him
for he apparently could not get, or perhaps, keep, an overseer.
In the twenty-one years between 1811 and 1832, he advertised

Rine times for an overseer, the longest period of time between
"help wanted™ ads being seven years-. In October, 1832, he placed
the cotton plantation up for sale, offering "300 acres of prime

high and low land. . , with buildings sufficient for 30 negroes”

but as of 1835 the land was atill his.Z0



Through = series of events beginning in 1825, John Waters
became embroiled inm & legal bartle with the city counrcil over
the cultivation of rice on his rice plantation. It is this
battle, which wound up in courct, which would still be referenced

by the Savannah Morning News over forty years after his death,

As the state lepislature met in Milledgeville, Georgia in
November, 1825, Waters requested a motion be placed on the table
which would give him permission to tultivate rice imn the wvwicinity
of the city of Savamnah, Certain resoclutions of the Savannah Board
of Health relatipg te dry culture, were attached to the motion.ZI
The following February, Waters petitioned the city council for
peruission to put under web culture fifteer to twenty acres on
his plantation for the cultivation of rice, maintaining that the
land cculd not be put under dry culture that year. The petition
was referred to the Dry Culture CQnmittee.zz One month later,
the committee made & report against granting Waters permissien
to put the land under wet cuwlture and the city council adopted
its recommendation.23 The council lodged twenty werrants against
Katers and fined hip up to 23,000 for prowiag xice ip discbeyance
of a city otdinance.zé Waters filed suit against the city aand the
court granted a stay of the eordered fine until the sgit was resolved.
From the city's standpoint, the cese revolved around the guestion
of its power to enforce itz ordinance which was based on the laws
passed by the state legislature. In the meantime, Waters'
admittance of tides into his rice plantatien had an adverse
effect on the fields of his neighbor and this was cited by the city

as an example of his bletant diesregard for his fellow citizens and



his opposition to the law of the state and city. The case event-
vally went before Judge Wayme and the regult waz considered
unfavorable to the city.25 Haters promised the land would be
in dry culture ir rhe future in exchange for compensarion.

In 1877, the city purchased this land which was described
as being three-qguarters of a wile from Randolph Street, next to
and extending from the Atlantic and Gulf Railroad wharf, and
bordered on the east by a bluff and high land running from the
Catholic Cemetery to the Savannah River. This property then

would have bordered on or included Brewton Hill, It seems likely

-

that Waters Road would have been named for this Joho Wat?gs_ﬁg_

it would have originated in what once had been Waters' Rice
26

Plantation,
John Waters died of bilious fever on September 15{or 16),

1835 in his home at the corner of State and Barnard Streets.?’

He was apparently buried in Colomial Cemetery and in 1859 his

femily had hia remgins transferred to Laurel Grove Cemetery where

he 1z interred in a brick vault.zs
Waters was survived by three daughters, Eliza Waters, Jane

Bruen, snd Harriett Bryan. Jane Bruen married Jobn Bruen March

21, 1823, was wilidawed three years later, and was still widowed

at the time of her father's death, Harriet Bryan married

Alexander Bryan February 10, 1824 and they were wed for forty-three

years before his passing in 1887. She died in 1882 at the age of

82 and both she and her husband are buried in the Waters vault

at Laurel Grove Cemetery.Zg His third daughter, Bliza, never

married, living in the family homs at State and Barnard Streets
which her father had willied to her. Her reclusiveness was well
known in Savannah at the time and the story behind it conjures

up images of Dickens® character, MNiss Havisham, in Great Expectations.



It seems Eliza had once been engaged to be married but that her
father disapproved and the engagemmnt was brokemn.. That blow,
which devastated her, coupled with the death of her father and
that of her "intended" shortly thereafter, so affected her that
ghe clozsed herself off from society. Suppesedly, she was never
seen on the Strept again and no windovw was ever seen ovper from |
1851 until her death in 1865. The story goes that when General
Sherman's troops occupied the city in 1864, they became curious
about the house that stood all shut up. When they entered the
house to see what secrets lay within the dust was reportedly so
thick they couvld hardly move and the window panes so stained one
could net see through them. In the house they found only the old
woman attended by a few faithful servants.30 Eliza died in 1865

W,

at the ape of 70 and is buried alomp with her father and sBister
at Leurel Grove Cemetery.31
John Waters' obituary states he bad placed himself in “easy

circamstances”,? Although discussions of such matters way have

been more genteel in his day, this is understating the case. He

was certainly quite wealthy by the standard of the day. A4n audit
and valuation of his estate completed shortly after his death and
an examination of tax records reveal his estate was worth over

€122,000.5°

Transleting that into current valuation, he would be
8 millionaire several times over. The will file reflects that
the estate, by 1884, nearly fifty years after his death, was still
unsettled and had its third successive trustee.3§

Unfortunately for us, there did not tura up in the research
any personal papers of John Waters, such as a personal letter,
which would give us a real insight, or even much ef & clue, to his

personalicy and character. The handwritten items that are

available for one to see are deeds, bills of sale, and like items.



It i8 my conclusion, bazsed on the informatiom collected concerning,
professionally, the wet culture issue, and privately, his relation-
ghips with his second wife Sarah Tiot, and his daughter Eligza,

that he possessed a very strong persconality, perhaps to the point

nf being domineering. Such a persopality might have served him

well in hise business dealings and, conversely, served him poorly

in his personal relationships. Perhapz Mark Twain said it best

and most truthfully . . . "Biographies are but the clothes and
buttons of the man - the biograpbhy of the wman himself cannot

be wri:ten."35
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Georgin Cazette, November 2%, 1769, p.2, ©.2.

Allen D. Capdler, comp., Colonial Records of Georgia(1937),
vol. XXXVIII, part 2, 314,

Georgian, September 22, 1835, p.3, c.l. Both the obitaary

aad his death record state he was a pative of Scotland, and

the obituary says he came to this country at the age of seven.
Both alse put his age at 66 years, making the year of hia hirth
1769. His tomb states thes date of birth as June 27, 1771 but
regardless of the yesr, we kunow his father wae in Savannah in
1769 and in 1780. 1t is possible thar Temer was in Scotland
and that she and John joined him years later in Geargia but

the fact that her father, John Oates, was alsc here makes this
seem unlikely. A search of the passenger and immigration lists
turf up no records of 8 Tamer or Sinclair Waters coming to the
U.S. in the 1770s.The ¥ational Archives advises that that is
not sufficient evidence that they did not arrive during that
time becanse the colenial authority systen had broken down so
extengively records may not have been adequately kept,

Columbian Museum and Savannah Advertiser, March 25, 1808, p.3, c.3.

Georgia Marrisge Licemses - Chatham County, 1806-1830,(Probate
Court Records, Chatham County, GA Courthouse) p. 261,

Deed Book 2F, folio 346,(Superior Court Records, Chatham County,
GA Courthouse).

Deed Book 21, folio 431,{Superior Court Records, Chatham County,
EA Courthouse).

Republican and Savannah Bvening Ledger, February 11, 1B13, p.4, c. §.

Republican gnd Savannah Evening lLedger, Avgust 3p, 1808, r-3, <.3.

Georgian, August 24, 1824, p.2, c.l.
Savannah Georgian, Aungust 6, 1829, p. 2, ¢, 5,

Judgement Books, 1782 - 1911,{Georpia Historical Society),
case § 4321,

Minutes of the Union Society(Savannah: John M. Cooper & Co.
[1860]) 17(of membership list).

St. Apdrews Soclety of Savennah, 8A, 1750 — 1950, p.74.

Georpian, Getobar l4, 1834, p.2, ©.2,

Columbian Museum and Savannah Advertiser. January 3, 1800, p.2, c.5.

Tax Digest - Chatham County, 1833, 1835,(Georgia Historical Society).

Deed Book 24, folios 334, 421 )
Deed Book 2D, folio 178 §Superior Court Records, Chatham
Deed Bnok ?1.. falin RO Eounty Courthouse)



17. {continued from previous page)
Deed Book X, folios 411, 424,{Superior Court Records, Chatham
County, GA Courthouse).

18. 1830 Census of Georgia{Georgia Historical Society),250-283.

19, John Waters Will file # 167, (Probate Court Records, Chatham
County, GA Cepnrthouse)pp. 911,914,

20. Georgian, Octoker 23, 1832, p.3, c.2,.
Tax Digest - Chatham County, 1835(Georgia HIstorical Society)

Zi. Savannah Republican, November 21, 1825, p.2, c.4.
Savannah Georgian, November 22, 1825, p.2, c.2.

22, Savsnnah Georpgian, February 17, 1826, p.2, c.1.

23, BSavanpsh Georgian, March 18, 1826, p.2, c¢.1. It is this ref-
erence that hsd me believing for weeks that the rice planta—
tion was in Fair Lawn Tract in west Savasnah along the rvriver.
The report mentions that his land was at the western extremity
of the city. It may be that the newspaper also had the pro-
perties confused. In another referxence in 1877, howaver, the
property is located as being in =sastern Savannsh bordering
Catholic Cemetery.This reference of March 18, 1826 is curious
to me for the arror and although I believe the property actuslly
wes in east Savannah, I do not feel entirely comfortable about
thig contradiction,

24, Savannah Morning News, April 5, 1877, p.3, c.3.
Saysnneh Georgian, MHay 27, 1826, .2, c.2, The priginal
account listed in the Savannah Georgian reported the fine at
$1400 - $100 per dasy for l4 days. 1 suspect the fises were
enlarged up to the $2000 before the case was settled,.

25. Savannah Georgian, September 1, 1827, P.2, c.2.

26. Savannsh Merning News, April 5, 1877, p.3, <¢.3, Glenda
Anderson, archivist at the Municipal Research Library at
City Hall says that the city does not maintaln records of this
sort which might verify for whom the road was named. She
was skeptical that the rosd was named for this John Waters bdut
at the time we spoke we thought the rice plantation was in
west Savennah. TIn light of the information as to tha actual
location of the plantation, I think it very likely that the
road was named for the Jland through which it was cut.

27. Georgimn, September 22, 1835, p.3, c.l.
Register of Deaths in Savappah, GA, 1833-1847,p.36.
The obituary and death record both state he passed away on
September 16, 1835 at the age of 66. The record of death
on file in the Office of Vital Statristice at the Chatham
County Health Department states the same. The grave marker
at Laurel Grove Cemetery states his death date as September
15, 1835 at the ape of 64.
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Laure} Grove Cemetery Records, vel 4, W-Z{Georgia Histori-
cal Society). Waters does not appear in esny index of
Colonial Cemetery. For that matter, he does not appear in
the general index of Laurel Grove Cemetery. He is found,
however, alphabetically in the Ws where the notation is
wade that his family had his remains transferred on May 16,
1859 from the "pld cemeter ¥" to lot 1110. Presumably, the
"old cemetery” is Colenial Cemetery.

Chatham Counry, GA Index of Marriages, 18D5-1852(Georgia

Historical Saciety).
Laerel Grove Cemetery Records, vol, 1(Georgia Historical
Society).

Savanpah Morninpg News, August 1, 1872, p.3, c.2.,
"Human Bones Dug Up"

Laurel Grove Cemetery Records, vol. &, W-Z(Georgia Histori-

cal Society}.
Georpian, September 22, 1&35, p.3, c.l.

John Waters Will file § 167(Probate Court Records, Chatham
County, GA Courthouse) pp:- 911-914,926-927.

Tax Digest - Chatham County, 1835 (Georgia Historical Society).
Thig figure does not include the 300 acres owned in MclIntesh
County or household slaves held outside the plantations.

John Waters Will file # 167(Probate Court REcords, Chatham
County, GA Courthousej.

Mark Twein, Autobiography (1924), v.l, ed. A. B. Paine.
Found in International Thessurus of Quotations comp. by
Rhoda Thomas Iripp, Ihomas Y Crowell, Publishers, New
Yﬂrkl 1970 p052-
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EPILOGUE

Obviously, from reading my notes, there are areas which
shonld be delved into and clarified further. Had T another
ten weeks with which to work, I would concentrate on three
things.

The question of whether John Waters really did come here
from Scotland st the age of seven is unanswered. Thers is no
evidence either way. I suspect I wowld begin my search this time
with John'’s grandfather, John Dates, and look for his arrival .
in the colonies a decade or two earlier,

T only started to look for descéndants before running out of
time. The logical place to start is with the Bryans. As therve am
several A. Bryans in the 1858 City Pirectory, a copy of the wills
would be necessary to determine children's pames snd s¢ forth.

Lastly, I would re-contact the University of North Caolina
concerning a manuscript collaction that is housed there in the
Wilson Library as part of the Scuthern Historical Manuscript
Collection. The Anderson Collection is number 1498 GA and has
approximately 850 {tems. I forwarded a letter to Dr.. Richard
Schrader, asking for a description of the items pertaining to John

Waters other than deeds and clerical details of the estate. I

received no answer to this latter. For anyone wishing to follow
uUp or pursve more information on John Waters through this avenue
the address is as follows: Dr. Richard Schrader, Southern
Ristorical Manuscript Collection, Wilson Library, University of

NOrth Carolina, Box 3926, Chapel Hill, NC 27599. PH: (919)962-1345.



