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Host Lions Club member Dan Bemskoetter shakes hands Wednesday with USS Harry S Truman crew members. Crew,

counterclockwise from right, are LS3 Levi Boxley, of Cassville; GM2 Mercedes Kinney, of Kansas City; and Petty Officer
3rd Class Latreyveon Mitchell, of St. Louls. Inset: Capt. Nicholas Dienna, the ship's commander, and other crew mem-
bers were guests of the Host Lions Club’s Wednesday meeting at Hy-Vee.

USS Truman captain, crew stop in JC

By Jeff Haldiman
haldiman@newstribune_.com

While there are many unknowns in
today's warld, the Navy's job is to “hring
certainty e the uncertainty,” the com-
mander of one of the LS. Kavy's top aircralt
carriers told o Jefferson Clty clvic group
Wednesday

Speaking to the Host Lions Club méeting
at Hy-Vee, Capl. Nichelas Dienna of the
US55 Harry 5 Truman said his ship and its
crew can make a blg impac

Commiissiomad n 1998, the Troman (=
the elghth Nimitz-class aircrali carrler of
the 1.5, Navy, named afier the 33rd pres-
ident. The <!u;n call sign is Lone Warrior,
and she is currently Im]m ported at Norfolk,
Virginia

The warship has led several strike forces.
participating in Operation foint Endeavor,
Operation Enduring Freedom-Afghanistan
and Operation Tragi Freedom

Dienna, his wife and seven crow mem-
bers have been in Missourl this week visit-
itig with various groaps. The ship returned
toy proart Saturdiy alter spending a month at
wegl doing tralning manewvers in prepar
iion for lis next deploymeni

He told the Lions the 98, 000-ton vessel
has a erew of 5400 men and women and
can iravel af speeds as high as 30 knots, or
about 35 mph.

"Helore | took command of the Troman,
1 read the biography of the man, and |
found out how his Midwest work ethic Is
a0 much ke how we approach our jobs in
the Mavy,” Dienna said, “We're very grate-
ful for the wonderful support we have here
inn Missouri because it makes the burden
of being away from [emily moch morne
palatable”

The process ol becoming the captain
of an aircraft carrier beging by becoming

a trained fighter pilol. Dienna [lew F-14
and F-18 fighters and then got into the
command pipeline, which required him to
become a certified nuclear aperstor and
then a certified ship operator

“A ship 5 not just a hunk of metal” he
sabl, “We have two nuclear reaciors, i pul-
lup airport and even a Starbucks, 1 don't
have 1o stop for gas, We are equipped 1o go
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anywhere in the world.”

Some of the Lions asked Dienna, a 31-year Navy veteran, how
the youngest members of his crew deal with the pressures of work-
ing on a big ship.

“I know many have said that millennials are soft and don’t have
a good work ethic, but | can tell you the millennials we have on our
ship are just as gritty and determined to get their jobs done right as
the earlier generations were,” he said. “I'll take a millennial any day.”



