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Ron Jordan: 50 years
In Lions, 50,000 pins

By Garmy Triz

Bt was 1973, Bon Jordan had been
2 member of the fefferson City Host
Lioas club for a decade. As the inoom-
ing president of the local clob, he was
snending the Lions Clubs Interna-
tional Convention in Mizmi, Florida.

(aher Lions at the event were trad-
mg Lions pins, many atlempting o
grt one representing each siate. So
lordon joined the chase. He was given
saveral Missouri pins that be usad to
tride. Nearing the end of the even,
he had pins representng every stale
— except for @ pineapple pin repre-

somiting Howii

A hudin: girf was up on a table danc-
ing She pot off the whie and said,
“You're ying o get a Howsii pin?
And pulled it out of her skin and gave
it o me and swid, “Heme, this is my

Since then, he's bought, traded
and been given pins for hall a century,
amassing a4 collection of some 50,000,
In the process, he's made hundreds of
friends mround the world

Many state Lions clubs started
producing pins in the mid-"50s. They
wire imitally called *friendship pina”

"It stared 85 & way bo oomhect
people. You gave a friendship pin and
& handshake Now, it's gotten (o be a
big, big business” lordan said.

Jordan his beet in insurance sales
mited of his life He started Wesy Side
Insurance. He has since sold the bisi-
reess beut still works there.

By the 1960s, states started put-
ting Lions emblems and state names
on them or the year and location of
oomvenlons.

Nivw/, thete are Linns mestings just
for pin traders. The Lions Internation-
al Trading Pin Club has about 1,580
members

Ron Jordan is seen in his basement Tuesday with just a few of the collectible Lions Club pins hes

accumulated through the years.

Jordan fgures his collection of
pins probably ranks i the top 10 of
all Lions Club pin coBecioss. S6ll, he
probably needs 2,000-3,000 pins (o
have & complete collection. Each time
he atends & pin-trading comention,
b gets some of those missing pins.
But he suspocts he' Tl never have a fall
cnllictinn.

Jordan's wile, Carol, also is a mem-
ber of the Jefferson City Host Lions
duh, but she lemves the pin collecting
& b

Pins typically cost §2, but older
pins can be rare and valuable.

Jordan doesn't heve any favorite

pins, but some have special meaning,

One & a Missouri Pin Trader club
set festuring San and Gve mules
subbing for reindeexr. It was designed
by Jordan and won firs place in 2
cOmipetition.

lordan was ofered $1.400 for a
1958 Missouri mule pin, the s
Lions Club’s Srst pin. But he tarmed
the person down because he roceived
it as & pifi. A friend, who collecied the
pins, had died, and his wile gave the
pin o lordan

Why does he keep collecing and
trading pins? In a word, fellowship

*1 could sit in a bar and drink |

NTOExTRA

could spend & It of money on fishing,

buying » bass boai” he said. *T think

thst we're all looking for some type

of hobby 1o [l in our spare time and

this is & hobby that I've enjoyed and

med friends | wouldn't rade i for
thing"



