
DOUBT

Factual Doubts

Questions about the Truthfulness of the 
Christian Faith

Concerns about conflicting teachings

Issues related to the nature of God

Does God exist?

The problem of evil

How do we KNOW the resurrection really 
happened?

Origin of life

Design in the Universe

Aggravations to Factual Doubt

Factual questions are asked (real questions 
needing real answers)

A questioning intellect

Sidetracked by pseudo-problems (red 
herrings?)

World view commitment

Volitional Doubts

Concerns chiefly with one’s will An active, conscious choice

Aggravations to Volitional Doubt

Weak faith

Immature faith

Lack of growth

Self-sufficiency

Lack of repentance

Difficulty of application (of biblical remedy)

Emotional Doubts

Chief cause is moods and passions

Often masquerades as factual doubt

Focus is on how one feels about a subject 
rather than the particulars of the subject itself

“What if...” questions as a marker

Conclusions come from moods or feelings

Aggravations to Emotional Doubt

Psychological states
Anxiety

Depression

Judging by feelings

Medical doubt

Childhood problems

More recent wound

Death

Betrayal

Break-up

Need for attention

Lack of sleep

Inadequate diet

Peer pressure

Imagination versus reality

Christian hypocricy

Forgiven sins (or were they?)

Anxiety about the future

Faulty view of God

Judgment and Hell
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