
Resurrection 
Hypothesis:  
Minimal Facts

Crucifixion leading to Death

Multiple Attestation Per Ehrman - 12 independent sources within 
100 years

4 non-NT Sources (1/3 of the available 
sources come from outside the Bible)

Gospel of Peter

Gospel of Thomas

Josephus

Tacitus

Multiple Forms

Taught didactically

Parable Mark 12:1-12 Believed to be an early parable that points to 
the deity of Jesus Jesus is the son

Healing pericope

Early

Sources go back to within 1-2 years of 
Crucifixion (per Ehrman)

According to our records, which are 
completely believable at this point, the soldiers 
roughed him up, mocked him, flogged him, 
and then led him off to be crucified.                                                               
- Bart Ehrman, How Jesus Became God, 
2014, p. 123

Nature of Crucifixion

Death blows used by Romans beyond what is 
found with Jesus’ crucifixion

Coup de Gras in general, spear wound in 
specific

Romans were excellent killers, so crucifixion 
led to the intended result - death

Physiology would indicate that the spear most 
likely punctured the pericardium at a minimum, 
if not also the heart.  Death would be certain in 
either case.

If the heart were missed and the lung hit, then 
there would have been a “sucking” sound 
every time the person breathed - being alive 
still at that point could not have been hidden 
from the soldiers.

Shroud of Turin

The guy in the shroud of Turin was certainly 
crucified

He was in a state of rigermortis

David Strauss’ Critique

Influenced Schleiermacher and Keim

Said naturalistic theories are logically 
problematic

Jesus was crucified and intended to have 
been killed

If Jesus had gotten down off of the cross, he 
looks like a piece of walking hamburger, not 
the risen Savior

Swoon theory is an anti-resurrection theory

Disciples’ Despair

Psychological loss Psychology says you can’t go through what 
they went through and not despair

Useful for hallucinations (#1 option for 
naturalists)

Multiple Attestation
Depending on what one does with the ending 
of Mark, all 4 Gospels have this angst in some 
form

Strauss

Strauss says nobody can have hallucinations 
(spring back) this quickly so that they see a 
hallucination on Sunday

Has to remove “appearances” to some time in 
the future

“Appearances” have to be farther out than the 
40 days till Pentecost

Renan

Disciple of Strauss

Says despair is so serious that the 
hallucinations have to be moved off up to 1 
year later

Disciples had Experiences

Group Appearances

In earliest testimony (3 of 5 sources)

Within 1-2 years of crucifixion

1 Cor 15

Acts Sermon Summaries Ehrman dates to the 30s AD

1:16-22 - Peter - Selection of successor to 
Judas  - all references to Acts speech acts and 
sermon summaries credited to Stanley 
Toussaint, “Acts,” in The Bible Knowledge 
Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures, 
edited by John F. Walvoord, Roy B. Zuck 
(Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985).

2:14-36 - Peter - Signs on the day of 
Pentecost

3:12-26 - Peter - Healing of lame man in 
temple

4:8-12 - Peter - Before Sanhedrin for 
preaching the resurrection of Christ

5:35-39 - Gamaliel - Before the Sanhedrin, 
regarding Peter and others

7:2-53 - Stephen

10:34-43 - Peter - At Cornelius’ house, to 
present the gospel to Gentiles there

11:4-17 - Peter - Defense to the Church about 
what happened in Caesarea

13:16-41 - Paul - Sabbath sermon to Jews in 
the Synagog

14:15-17 - Paul and Barnabas - Crowd who 
wanted to worship them

15:7-11 - Peter - Church Council

15:13-21 - James - Church Council

17:22-31 - Athenians on Mars’ Hill

19:25-27 - Demetrius - Workmen who were 
disturbed at Paul’s preaching

19:35-40 - Town Clerk - riot at Ephesus

20:18-35 - Paul - Gathering of Ephesian 
Elders

22:1-21 - Paul - Mob of people who tried to kill 
Paul

23:1-6 - Paul - Defense before the Sanhedrin

23:17-20, 25-28 - Paul - Testimony to Jewish 
leaders

24:10-21 - Paul - Defense before Felix

25:8, 10-11 - Paul - Defense before Festus

26:1-23 - Paul - Defense before Herod Agrippa 
II

27:21-26 - Paul - Shipmates in a violent storm

Multiple Attestation (Sources)

Matthew

Luke

John

Acts

1 Cor

Joesphus (?)

3. (63) Now, there was about this time Jesus, 
a wise man, if it be lawful to call him a man, for 
he was a doer of wonderful works—a teacher 
of such men as receive the truth with pleasure. 
He drew over to him both many of the Jews, 
and many of the Gentiles. He was [the] Christ; 
(64) and when Pilate, at the suggestion of the 
principal men amongst us, had condemned 
him to the cross, those that loved him at the 
first did not forsake him, for he appeared to 
them alive again the third day, as the divine 
prophets had foretold these and ten thousand 
other wonderful things concerning him; and 
the tribe of Christians, so named from him, are 
not extinct at this day.
Antiquity of the Jews, 18.3.3

Tacitus

Gospel of Peter

Gospel of Thomas

Multiple Attestation  (Forms)

Preaching

Sermons

Miracles

Exorcism

Parable

Gospels

Crosses over to reliability argument - group 
appearances

Ehrman

Shroud of Turin

Galatians 1-2 Paul interviews Peter / James / John

Ehrman concedes Paul spent 15 days with 
Peter and James

Ehrman - “Where do we get closer in the 
entire NT to eyewitness testimony than this?” 
Did Jesus Exist

Gal 2 - Paul set his preaching before the 
Apostles and they added nothing to Paul, AND 
they gave Paul and Barnabas the right hand of 
fellowship.

Transformation of Disciples

Psychology
If you went through watching crucifixion, then 
you see him again, you will be changed - 
that’s just good psychology

Willing to die for their faith

Writings

Missions
This was no longer a religion for Jewish 
people alone - this was now for the entire 
World

Multiple Attestation

Early sources for the martyrdom of “the big 4” 
(the guys in Gal 1-2)

Paul
Clement of Rome AD 95 The First Epistle of Clement to the Corinthians

Martyrdom

Peter
Clement of Rome AD 95 The First Epistle of Clement to the Corinthians

Martyrdom

James
Josephus

Martyrdom

John Second Century Sources for Martyrdom

Adv. Haer. 3.1.1; 3.3.4

See Bauckham, Jesus and the Eyewitnesses, 
p. 420

Polycrates says John died in Ephesus

Papias lived ca AD 60-120 Reports John was still alive at time Papias 
was writing

All Patristic and Canonical writings 
demonstrate transformation

Early Proclamation

Creeds

1 Cor 15:3-7

1 Cor 11:23

Romans 1:3-4

Phil 2

Ehrman and Crossley says these are 1-2 
years after the cross

Means an early formalized formation and 
preaching points

To have creed, you have to have…
Words

Then those words put into order

Dunn says creeds came months after the 
cross

Hurtado says creeds developed within DAYS 
of the cross

Acts Sermon Summaries Ehrman dates these to AD 30s

Hurtado’s Argument on Worship

Immediately after death the early church 
worshiped Jesus

Phil 2

Shroud of Turin

Paul

Critics Darling

Will concede 7 of 13 of Paul’s books as being 
genuinely his

Romans

1 Corinthians

2 Corinthians

Galatians

Philippians

1 Thessalonians

Philemon

Consider these authoritative

Meaning we know who the author was

He wouldn’t knowingly lie to the reader

They are trustworthy

He was in the right place to have this 
information

He was trained correctly

First person account

A body of 7 books 2 of these bear hsitestimony about seeing 
Jesus Eyewitness status

Early First trip to Jerusalem is 5 years post-
crucifixion

POTENTIAL LATER INCLUSIONS IF 
SCHOLARS BEGIN REJECTING MIN FACTS 
SUCH THAT 90% IS NO LONGER 
ATTAINABLE WITH INCLUSION OF 
CRITICAL SCHOLARS - THE FACTS MUST 
STILL BE ANSWERED, BUT THE 
CATEGORIES / FACTS ARE NO LONGER 
LIMITED TO ONLY THOSE FACTS THAT 
90% OR MORE CONCEDE

Bodily Resurrection

See Licona’s article “Did Jesus Predict His 
Crucifixion and Vindication / Resurrection?” 
Journal for the Study of the Historical Jesus, 
2010, pages 47-66. This could be a good 
starting point for developing this further

Empty Tomb

Women

These are the first witnesses

But not the only witnesses

4/4 Gospels report the women to be the first to 
the empty tomb

Proclamation started in Jerusalem

This is the WRONG place to say the tomb is 
empty if it isn’t

Even after 50 days the body could still be 
identified as a crucifixion victim

ANY body in the tomb would have proven the 
resurrection hypothesis wrong and ended 
Christianity before it began

Multiple Attestation

5 Critical Sources considered

Matthew

Mark

Luke

John

“Q”

3-4 out of 5 have the empty tomb

5/5 have Jesus as a miracle worker

5/5 have Jesus as “Son of Man”

Enemy Testimony

Guards at the tombThe text is not clear on this point

Could be understood to be Roman guards

Could be understood to be Temple guard

Either way, the guards were not followers of 
Jesus

Justin Martyr

Clement of Alexandria
Both said Jews were going around the 
Mediterranean using the explanation that the 
Disciples stole the body

1 Cor 15Per the skeptic, there is no empty tomb in the 
creed

The empty tomb is not what caused faith in the 
early church

Appearances were the source of faith

In a Jewish context, the empty tomb is so 
strongly implied in the creed that you cannot 
miss it

Paul DID state Jesus to have been buried in a 
tomb in Acts 13:29

James

Galatians 1

Galatians 2

Pastor of Church in Jerusalem

Resurrection Appearance (1 Cor 15:7)

Martyrdom (Josephus)

May be the author of James

Jerusalem Factor - “You don’t start a new 
religion with a dying and rising god in the 
same city where you just killed him.”

All hallucination / “Jedi Jesus” people like to 
move all appearances to Galilee - even 
Theodore Keim

Need time and space for hallucinations to 
happen

Jerusalem is not the right place for 
hallucinations - would continue to be 
depressed

The problem in this idea is that every Gospel 
has the disciples in Jerusalem

For the men to leave and go to Galilee, and 
the women to be left in Jerusalem, is a very 
non-Jewish move

1 Cor 15

Early+25 from crucifixion

Early 3rd Day

Hosea 6:2

Isaiah 53

Isaiah 52:13

Ezekiel 37

Acts 2 (ref Ps 16:10) - Peter

Ps 16:10

Daniel 12:2 - resurrection of the Body

Isaiah 25

Isaiah 26

Acts 13 (ref Ps 16:10) - An Acts Sermon 
Summary - Accepted as being Pauline - you 
have the empty tomb - is Luke on Paul

Jonah - huge - Peter does this, Paul does this, 
Jesus does this

Job 19

Hosea 13

3rd Day in the Gospels

Acts 2

Acts 10

First Sermon

Is at Pentecost (50 days later)

Is done in Jerusalem

Even if the Disciples did go to Galilee, they 
were required to come back to Jerusalem for 
Pentecost

Even if Acts is challenged, Pentecost was a 
major holiday and counts

Pentecost was one of three Jewish holidays 
that included mandatory attendance in 
Jerusalem by men

Creates significant audience for Peter’s first 
sermon

Acts sermon summaries are stronger than the 
use of Acts alone

Jesus was buried somewhere

Josephus wrote about how bodies were taken 
post-crucifixion and at the insistence of the 
Jewish leadership, bodies were buried

(317) Nay, they proceeded to that degree of 
impiety, as to cast away their dead bodies without 
burial, although the Jews used to take so much 
care of the burial of men, that they took down 
those that were condemned and crucified, and 
buried them before the going down of the sun.
Wars, 5.317

Tradition of Joseph of Aramathea

And a man named Joseph, who was a 
member of the Council, a good and righteous 
man (he had not consented to their plan and 
action), a man from Arimathea, a city of the 
Jews, who was waiting for the kingdom of 
God; this man went to Pilate and asked for the 
body of Jesus.
Lk 23:50–52.

Multiple Attestation (2/4 - found in all 4 
Gospels)

Early

Multiple Forms

Acts 13:29

Romans 6

1 Cor 15

Even if Jesus was thrown into a common 
grave or the garbage pit, again, the source of 
faith was not tied to the empty tomb - it was 
tied to the encounter with the resurrected 
Christ.

“If a man has committed a sin aworthy of death 
and he is put to death, and you hang him on a 
tree, his corpse shall not hang all night on the 
tree, but you shall surely bury him on the 
same day (for he who is hanged is accursed of 
God), so that you do not defile your land which 
the Lord your God gives you as an 
inheritance.” (Deut. 21:22-23)


