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Quicky Notes for Your Reference page

When to italicize: 
DO NOT italicize chapters and articles (smaller, shorter works) which 
is placed directly after listing the authors and date.

DO italicize books, newspapers, journals (ie: larger, longer works)

When to Capitalize:
FOR EVERYTHING (EXCEPT JOURNALS): books, newspapers, chapters, web 
pages, articles, or other sources
• Capitalize ONLY the first word (and proper nouns)
• JOURNALS: Only Journals Have All Major Words Capitalized (Like This Sentence)



CAPITALIZATION Book samples:
 The adventures of Huckleberry Finn
 To kill a mockingbird

CAPITALIZATION Journal sample:
 Journal of the American Medical Association

ITALICS sample: NO italics for articles or chapters
This is the 
chapter, NO 
ITALICS!

This is the book

I will be joyful, dammit. Bouncing forward: The art and
 science of cultivating resilience. 







Don’t give me your opinion until I ask for it.

Do not infer your opinion with sweeping 
statements and generalizations.

NO:
“I, Me, Mine, We, Our, Us”

YOU are the TELLER of the essay, YOU are 
the REPORTER of the essay, YOU are not 
the main character; THE READER IS THE 
MAIN CHARACTER, so your emphasis is on 
providing clear, concise, UNBIASED 
information that is backed up by 
RESEARCH, either basic (foundational) 
research or applied research. 

Basic research (Curiosity-driven) vs. Applied Research (solution-driven) from: Applied vs Basic Research from Indeed
Each research type has a different purpose it's trying to achieve. Basic research focuses on the advancement of 
knowledge, rather than solving a problem. However, applied research directs its efforts toward finding a solution to a 
specific problem. In applied research, researchers often work to help a client and are driven by the client's desires. Basic 
research tends to be self-initiated and caused by an individual's motivation to learn more about an area.

https://www.indeed.com/career-advice/career-development/basic-research-vs-applied-research


10 Best Online Websites and Resources for Academic Research
1. Google Scholar
Looking for an academic article, thesis, or abstract? Google Scholar should be your first stop. Google Scholar helps you find 
related works, locate full documents at your school library, and access scholarly research.
While Google created Google Scholar, it's very different from a general online search. Google Scholar brings together 
academic articles and ranks them based on the authors, publication location, and citation record. That means the top 
results generally represent the most reliable scholarship on your topic.

2. JSTOR
For journal articles, books, images, and even primary sources, JSTOR ranks among the best online resources for academic 
research. JSTOR's collection spans 75 disciplines, with strengths in the humanities and social sciences. The academic 
research database includes complete runs of over 2,800 journals.
And if you're looking for images, turn to Artstor, which offers over 2.5 million images related to the arts, sciences, and 
literature. However, JSTOR is not an open-access database. That means you'll need to log in through your university library, 
which typically includes off-campus access.

3. Library of Congress
As the largest library in the world, the Library of Congress is an amazing online resource for academic research. Students 
can search its collections to access digital resources, videos, audio recordings, photographs, and maps.
The library's materials also include notated music, web archives, legislation, and 3D objects. You'll find materials for almost 
any topic in its extensive collections. You can search historic American newspapers from 1777-1963 with the Chronicling 
America tool or look up pirate trials in another digital collection.

https://scholar.google.com/
https://www.bestcolleges.com/blog/thesis-statement-strategies/
https://www.bestcolleges.com/blog/get-most-out-of-university-library/
https://www.jstor.org/
https://www.bestcolleges.com/humanities/what-is-humanities/
https://www.bestcolleges.com/blog/what-is-social-science/
https://www.jstor.org/site/artstor/
https://support.jstor.org/hc/en-us/articles/360000313328-Need-Help-Logging-in-to-JSTOR-
https://www.loc.gov/


4. PubMed Central
The National Library of Medicine, part of the U.S. National Institutes of Health, runs PubMed Central. Founded in 2000, the 
database includes academic scholarship dating back to the 18th century. The resource connects college students with life 
sciences and biomedical academic sources.
And as an open-access database, PubMed Central offers free access to scholarly literature. Today, PubMed Central has over 7 
million full-text records, making it a great resource for students in the life sciences or medical fields.

5. Google Books
Whether you're looking for a recent publication or an out-of-print book, there's a good chance you'll find it on Google Books. 
In 2019, Google announced that Google Books contains over 40 million books.
You can enter any search term to find books that contain matches. And you can download the full text of any book in the 
public domain — which includes 10 million titles. Make sure to check publisher and author information when using Google 
Books.
The site also includes reference pages that link to book reviews. Keep in mind that you'll have more limited access to recent 
books. Still, Google Books is a great first step to find sources that you can later look for at your campus library.

6. Science.gov
If you're looking for scientific research, Science.gov is a great option. The site provides full-text documents, scientific data, 
and other resources from federally funded research.
A U.S. government site, Science.gov searches more than 60 databases and 2,200 scientific websites. You'll find over 200 
million pages of research and development information, including projects funded by 14 federal agencies. Students in any 
STEM field can benefit from the resource.

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/
https://books.google.com/
https://www.blog.google/products/search/15-years-google-books/
https://www.science.gov/
https://www.bestcolleges.com/blog/what-is-stem/


7. Digital Commons Network
University librarians curate the Digital Commons Network, which connects students with peer-reviewed articles. The site's 
other resources include dissertations, book chapters, conference proceedings, and working papers.
The Digital Commons Network includes scholarly work from diverse disciplines like architecture, business, education, law, and 
the sciences. You can also access humanities, social sciences, and engineering scholarship through the network.

8. ResearchGate
ResearchGate has been described as social networking for research scientists. But ResearchGate is also a great option to find 
open-access academic sources. Scholars upload their work to ResearchGate, which makes it available to the public for free.
Currently, over 20 million researchers around the world use the site, which contains over 135 million publications. College 
students looking for scientific research can often find resources on ResearchGate and even connect with scholars.

9. WorldCat
When you're looking for library resources, WorldCat is one of the best tools. Connected to over 10,000 libraries, WorldCat is a 
database that allows you to search library collections.
The database lists books and articles available at your local libraries, making it easier to find materials that are not available 
online. In addition to books, WorldCat contains music, videos, audiobooks, and scholarly articles.
You can also find digital research materials, including photos. When you're logged into WorldCat through your university 
library, you can also access full-text articles and other resources. Or you can use WorldCat to find sources to request through 
interlibrary loan.

10. Your University Library When you don't know where to start, reach out to an academic librarian to learn more about your 
school's research tools. Or use an interlibrary loan to get a scanned copy of an article. Many of the campus library's resources 
are available online, making them easy to access.

https://network.bepress.com/
https://www.researchgate.net/search
https://www.worldcat.org/
https://www.bestcolleges.com/blog/get-most-out-of-university-library/















