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AG WATER QUALITY ACT

• Ag Water Quality Act KRS 224.71-100 through 

224.71-140

• Passed in the General Assembly in 1994 to protect 

surface and groundwater resources from pollution as a 

result of agriculture and silviculture activities. 

• The Ag Water Quality Authority is appointed by the 

governor and develops and supports the State(wide) Ag 

Water Quality Plan that defines the Best Management 

Practices (BMPs) that are used in individual plans.



Ag Water Quality Plan Online Tool

• Over the past year, a collaborative effort guided by the Ag Water Quality Authority, and including 

personnel from the Division of Water, UKCES, and the Division of Conservation, has worked to 

develop  a new online tool so that landowners may more easily and efficiently complete, store, 

and update their Ag Water Quality Plans.



Ag Water Quality Plan Online Tool

• The IT platform in which the new tool is housed is called the Kentucky Online Gateway (KOG)

• This is the same platform in which conservation districts complete and submit Ky. State Cost 

Share applications. This made the platform a natural and familiar fit to house the tool.



Ag Water Quality Plan Online Tool

• The online tool was developed with 

efficiency in mind. It was also developed so 

that the private landowner could easily access 

and complete their own plans.

• A detailed User Guide can be found on the 

KDOC website that walks users, step by step, 

through the plan completion process.



Ag Water Quality Plan Online Tool

• After account creation and selection of the 

proper form, the initial page of the document 

is similar to any other form with personal, 

contact, and farm information sections.

• As the user continues to the following pages, 

a series of questions are asked, and depending 

on how they are answered, the system will 

guide the user through the proper sections and 

populate the proper BMPs to be considered.



Ag Water Quality Plan Online Tool

• In the location information section, our IT 

team was able to incorporate a very useful 

GPS mapping tool so that specific coordinates 

could be obtained easily by zooming into a 

specific farm location.

• GPS information is confidential, and will 

NOT be used for any type of regulatory 

actions. This information is only used in 

macro information applications such as to 

quantify how many plans have been 

completed in specific watersheds, etc. 
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Ag Water Quality Plan Online Tool

• Each BMP is in blue text and is a hyperlink, 

which if selected, will take the user to a page 

with a detailed description of that specific 

BMP.

• Each BMP grid that appears as a result of 

answered questions will have three options; 

Not Applicable, Have Implemented, Plan to 

Implement. The user shall make a selection 

for each BMP.



Ag Water Quality Plan Online Tool

• As selections on BMPs are made 

throughout the document, the system is 

building a summary table of all BMP 

considerations. 

• The final section of the online document is 

this summary table, plus the signature 

section. The system then creates a two page 

.pdf file that may serve as certification of 

having a completed AWQP.
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Questions/Discussion?


