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Mike	McFarlane	IFFR	VP	Asia	-	Australasia		
IFFR	Member	since	2001	

At	17	years	Mike	started	flying	lessons	and	finally	gained	his	PPL	just	
before	his	19th	birthday.		He	has	flown	around	Australia	a	couple	of	Jmes	
and	frequently	in	New	South	Wales,	Queensland	and	his	home	state	
Victoria	plus	occasionally	Tasmania	and	the	far	North	&	West	of	Australia.		
One	of	his	favourite	fly-in	spots,	is	Merimbula,	a	beauJful	small	town	on	
the	South	Eastern	NSW	coast	with	a	beach,	river,	lake	and	most	
importantly	a	regional	airport.		What	more	could	you	want!!??			

Planes	flown	and	owned	include	a	Cessna	337G		the	famous	“push	me	
pull	you”	centre-line	thrust,	a	Piper	Seneca	II,	a	Zlin	242	+	two	Cirri	SR22s.				
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Mike	is	an	acJve	Angel	Flight	pilot	having	flown	circa	80	
missions	and	delivered	many	Angel	Flight	presentaJons	to	
local	community	organisaJons.	He	has	held	a	MECIR,	now	
holds	a	SECIR	having	studied	at	a	“mature	age”	to	gain	his	CPL.	

Mike	and	Sali	have	enjoyed	many	fly-A-ways	to	places	around	
Australia	with	IFFR	and	made	many	new	aviaJon	and	Rotary	
friends	thru	this	great	fellowship;	he	is	presently	the	Regional	
Vice	President	for	Asia	-	Australasia.			

InteresJngly,	Sali	only	started	to	enjoy	flying	in	light	aircrab	
when	Mike	joined	IFFR	and	COPA	(Cirrus	folk)	for	Fly-A-ways	in	
the	Seneca	or	Cirrus	to	exoJc	new	places	with	friendly	faces!!	

Cessna	337G	

Piper	Seneca	II	
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A smiling group of IFFR 
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River cruise during our 
Melbourne Fly-in 
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Zlin 242 Aerobatic                                                             Cirrus SR22 GTS 

—————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Featured Article

2020 Travels and Covid-19 by Christine & Murray Allison

IFFR Chair New Zealand 2020-22

The start of a new decade.  Our year was mapped out.  We had plans for 2020 to be 
brilliant.  We had our dream property to whip into “perfect” shape, plans with friends and family, 
business was great.  Murray and I intended to have some international travel (including an 
exciting trip to Brunei where Murray provided sole avionic coverage to Royal Brunei in 1976).  
Covid-19 had made its appearance but hadn’t quite hit New Zealand.   Then it arrived.  March 
saw travel plans cancelled and by April New Zealand was in Level 4 Lockdown.  International 
borders were closed except for returning New Zealand citizens, non-essential businesses were 
temporarily shutdown, social distancing rules applied and we were all asked to stay home.  New 
Zealand was on the pathway to elimination.  No more flights – our avionics work for the airlines 
and private/commercial smaller operators virtually dried up overnight.  At first we were shocked.  
Then we set about clearing the clutter.  Amongst that clutter was two bucket lists – one of mine, 
one of Murray’s.  Mine included a campervan holiday.  Murray’s included travelling State 
Highway One from the top of New Zealand to the bottom – Cape Reinga to Bluff. 
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         Once travel restrictions were eased within New Zealand our Government asked us to 
support local businesses.  THL advertised Maui and Britz campervans for as little as $15 a day.  
When you can’t fly, you drive.  So remembering our two bucket lists, we got booking.  We 
booked our flights to get up to Auckland to pick up our Maui 4 berth campervan.  Then we set 
about making a very rough guideline of where we should try to get too each day over 30 days.  
August arrived and we were off.  Arriving at the hire yard, we could not believe the queues of 
people waiting to collect their rental.  We were not the only ones that had time on their hands and 
were taking advantage of prices that usually started around the $300 a day mark.  Then it was 
time to set off, stopping overnight on route to the top of North Island via western roads before 
heading back down right through the middle.  New Zealand’s Route 66.  We had only one rule.  
Wherever we ventured off State Highway One for sightseeing, we must get back on at the same 
spot.  Not one kilometre was to be missed.

        Cape Reinga was the true start of our travels requiring a walk out to a lighthouse to really 
say you’ve been there.  We’ve been there a couple of times and have yet to go when it is not 
blowing a gale, raining and cold.  This day was no exception but a necessary part of our journey.  
From here we spent a few days in Northland which is known as the “winterless north” blissfully 
unaware of Covid events ramping up in Auckland.  Then a late night phone call came to say there 
was a new community outbreak and Auckland and its outer regions were going into lockdown 
within ten hours.  We were on the northern fringes.  

       Having a very worrying restless night, we showered and set off at 0430 hours so that we 
could get to the southern side of the lockdown border without being stuck for an unknown 
period.  Once we got there, we stopped for breakfast and then kept on driving.  We did a little 
sightseeing along the way  including Waiouru Army Museum and the site of one of New 
Zealand’s biggest train disasters (Tangiwai) before arriving in Wellington early evening.  700km 
in a day was not the relaxing journey of our dreams but make it we did and secured a spot on the 
Inter-island Ferry for the following day.  Why?  We had no idea if the entire country would go 
back into lockdown and we wanted to be on our own side of the water in case that eventuated (it 
didn’t by the way).  

        Never have we seen so many relieved people boarding a ferry crossing, all with similar 
stories.  The next three weeks were to be unexpectedly in the South Island but we made the most 
of it.  We took a scenic flight to see Humpback whales off the coast of Kaikoura, we stayed in 
really isolated coastal spots often with just ourselves and some glorious weather.  We cooked up 
a storm in our wee camper and enjoyed some lovely boutique beers and red wines.  We read 
books, I caught up on some study, we walked, talked, laughed, and played some board games.  
We tried to watch a movie one night but turned it off about an hour into it.  Life had been great 
without it.  We enjoyed many meals out along the way, visited many of the sights that are usually 
bustling with tourists.  The only downside being some activities couldn’t be done as they had 
shut down due to lack of numbers now the international guests were not here and kiwis found 
themselves worrying about jobs and finances.  Finally we arrived at Bluff – a beautiful sunny day 
and in stark contrast to the day we had at Cape Reinga.  Our journey had ended.  Except it hadn’t 
as we still needed to get back to Christchurch so spent a few days leaving State Highway One 
and heading up the West Coast of the South Island.  Such an incredible part of our country and 
one that is like a second home to us both having visited so many times over the years.  
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         What did we learn on our journey?  That if there is a section of State Highway One that has 
been washed out, it is acceptable to use State Highway One A as the only alternative and not be 
sad your journey has been slightly altered.  That you should make sure cupboards are secure 
before you take off or things fly out at the first corner.  That you should ensure the chemical toilet 
is locked and closed.  That there are places campervans cannot turn around easily so you better 
know how to back well.  That when you end up on a dirt road and you come across a ford that 
has debris washed down from a flooded river 3-4 metres in height, don’t cross it.  That its better 
for all concerned if you unplug the power before driving away. That campervans don’t handle 
corners like cars.  That its best to empty the chemical toilet and waste unit as often as you see a 
waste station.  That while doing so, don’t face into the wind.  There’s more tips, but you get the 
drift (excuse the pun).  We discovered all the fun things!!!

What did we notice on our journey?  That Paddington the travelling bear, loves 
holidays.  The roads were incredibly quiet except for kiwis travelling in campervans.  No 
need to book anywhere.  People that all had the same story – this was supposed to be our 
overseas trip and then THL had this fabulous deal.  Snap!!!!  We were also reminded of how 
truly beautiful New Zealand is.  From North to South.  What’s next? Who knows when New 
Zealand will have longhaul international travel again?  So, circumnavigating New Zealand in 
a private aircraft seems like another pretty good idea.  Happy flying everyone and keep safe 
from this virus that has changed our world.

<—————————————————————————————————>
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Fly-In:  More Planes, Faces & Places in Australia 
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Kew Rotary Host Dinner with IFFR World President Phil Pacey & Friends
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  Lakes Entrance, Victoria Fly-In
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Tesselaar’s  Tulip Farm - Yarra Valley, Victoria Fly-in

Townsville Fly-In Afternoon Tea
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Launceston Fly-In
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Gayndah	Queensland	Fly-In	on	25	July	’20	

Aber	much	preparaJon	by	Andrew	Mladen,	the	weather	gods	had	other	ideas	for	our	Gayndah	Fly-In.	

The	weather	forecast	wasn’t	looking	good	a	few	days	out	and	hadn’t	improved	on	Friday.	

Many	pilots	called	it	Friday	and	decided	Saturday	would	be	a	day	for	staying	on	the	ground.	

A	few	Instrument	rated	pilots	held	onto	hope	that	Saturday	would	sJll	allow	a	chance	to	get	into	the	air.	

Saturday	morning	condiJons	on	the	eastern	side	of	the	range	certainly	weren’t	playing	nice	and	our	
coastal	based	friends	had	to	make	the	call	to	stay	firmly	planted	on	terra	firma.	

On	top	of	the	range	and	further	to	the	west	of	Toowoomba	the	cloud	was	breaking	up,	although	the	
weather	forecast	was	not	looking	to	improve	much	for	the	rest	of	the	day.	

Tom	and	Evelyn,	based	at	Cecil	Plains	could	track	to	Gayndah	okay	VFR	in	his	Tri	Pacer.	

Al	and	Des	in	the	Cessna	190	and	Rob,	Fred	and	Blair	in	a	182	submiied	our	IFR	plans	and	departed	
Toowoomba	into	fairly	good	condiJons	with	the	cloud	having	broken	up	quite	nicely.	

Tracking	north	over	Acland	at	6000	feet	

We	climbed	out	of	Toowoomba	clear	of	cloud	to	6000	feet.		

There	we	were	on	top	of	scaiered	cloud.	The	forecast	iniJally	showed	this	to	be	the	case	for	our	arrival	
at	Gayndah.	However,	the	cloud	thickened	to	solid	overcast	for	our	arrival.		
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Enroute	YBOK	–	YGAY	

We	called	Brisbane	Centre	for	a	clearance	for	the	Gayndah	RNAV	–	E.	

We	popped	out	of	the	cloud	at	2100	feet	and	landed	on	runway	24.	

The	cloud	was	libing	fairly	quick	and	Tom	and	Evelyn	arrived	shortly	aber	with	no	problems	VFR.	

Al	and	Des	where	the	final	crew	to	arrive	for	the	day.	

A	couple	of	classics	on	the	ground	at	Gayndah	Airport	
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We	elected	to	walk	into	town	–	about	1.5	km.	

We	checked	out	the	main	street,	surprisingly	quite	a	few	shops	that	where	of	interest	to	5-year-old	Blair.	
He	thoroughly	checked	out	these	stores	and	the	merchandise	of	special	interest	before	we	adjourned	to	
the	Grand	Hotel	for	lunch.	

We	where	warmly	welcomed	there	and	aber	filling	out	the	required	paperwork	and	assurances	we	
hadn’t	been	any	where	near	Victoria	in	recent	weeks,	sat	down	to	a	fantasJc	lunch.	

The	pilot’s	aienJon	was	on	the	weather	back	home.	It	hadn’t	goien	any	beier	and	had	in	fact	got	a	
whole	lot	worse.	YTWB	was	down	to	a	base	of	200	b	AGL	and	vis	of	about	800	metres.	

Our	Alternate	of	YBWW	was	a	lot	beier	so	with	plans	of	landing	there	we	cancelled	our	visit	to	the	
Gayndah	museum	to	head	for	Brisbane	West	Wellcamp	before	the	weather	got	any	worse.	

Tom	departed	for	Cecil	keeping	to	the	west	of	the	Bunya	Mountains	and	able	to	keep	clear	of	the	
weather.		

With	only	a	couple	of	showers	to	divert	around,	able	to	arrive	home	without	issue.	

The	Toowoomba	based	190	and	182	filed	their	IFR	plans	and	departed	Gayndah	climbing	through	the	
cloud	base	to	come	out	on	top	at	7000	feet.	

With	the	AWIS	on	we	listened	intently	to	the	changing	condiJons	at	Toowoomba.	
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GeHng	ready	to	depart	Gayndah	

‘Base	100	Vis	800’,	then	base	‘300	Vis	1000’……….	That’s	sounding	beier.	And	then	condiJons	gepng	
worse	again.		

We	decided	there	would	be	liile	chance	of	gepng	into	Toowoomba	so	started	planning	for	an	approach	
into	Wellcamp.	

With	only	half	a	dozen	aircrab	in	the	air	across	southern	Queensland	at	this	Jme	who	would	have	
thought	that	they	would	all	be	arriving	for	Wellcamp	at	the	same	Jme?	

Rob	decided	with	all	the	traffic	for	Wellcamp	at	the	same	place	at	the	same	Jme	it	would	be	a	good	
opportunity	to	fly	the	29	RNAV	and	missed	approach	for	Toowoomba	for	pracJce	and	let	the	traffic	sort	
itself	out	at	Wellcamp	before	heading	there.	

As	luck	would	have	it,	right	at	our	missed	approach	point	we	popped	out	of	the	cloud	and	landed	on	
runway	29	without	any	problems.	

Al	and	Des	in	the	190	followed	straight	aber.	

Not	all	that	unusual	for	Toowoomba	the	cloud	libed	further	to	actually	allow	for	a	couple	of	VFR	
Helicopters	to	get	in	before	deterioraJng	fairly	rapidly	again	forcing	a	few	other	aircrab	to	do	a	missed	
approach	and	head	for	the	beier	weather	just	a	short	distance	to	the	west	at	Wellcamp.	

Despite	the	weather	dropping	our	numbers	from	about	35	back	to	7	it	was	sJll	a	great	day	out	with	the	
perfect	opportunity	to	keep	our	instrument	skills	current.	

With	the	great	interest	from	the	local	InternaJonal	Fellowship	of	Flying	Rotarians,	Darling	Downs	
Aeroclub	members	along	with	our	friends	based	at	Gaion,	Warwick	and	Caboolture	we	will	reschedule	
this	trip	for	another	date	in	the	near	future.	
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“YRA”	safely	home	in	beauNful	Toowoomba	

<—————————————————————————————————————————————>	
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 HONG KONG - OUR NEWEST & FASTEST GROWING SQUADRON 

Under the leadership of Dr. Eric Chin (PDG) the HK Squadron has 98 active members and is this 
year’s IFFR Host for the Taipei RI Convention Annual Dinner including a post convention Fly-A-
Way to Mongolia in 2021. 

Subject to the Pandemic situation, Eric will arrange a Helicopter flight for 20 min from the roof 
top of the Peninsula Hotel with a view of the famous HK Victoria Harbour. 

IFFR has not held any activity during the past 3 months due to the pandemic.  The last activity 
was our Annual Meeting held on 12th June ’20 with WPE George Ritche, from the UK Squadron 
who conducted the meeting, sharing his flying experience with our members in a hybrid mode - 11 
members face to face plus zoom. 

With many young flying enthusiasts “recruited” by Eric HK provides the conduit for IFFR to share 
Rotary and IFFR with other Asian countries like Malaysia, Mongolia and The Philippines.

 
Eric enjoying being copilot whilst visiting the UK in January ’20
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Eric sharing the fun with IFFR Past World President Feroz Wadia
 

 Smiling with the eyes in London - Eric and Past World Secretary Ian Kerr
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Chinese Lunar New Year Lunch 
Sharing good food with IFFR Past World President Angus Clarke & Alisma

 
Hong Kong Christmas Party in 2019
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