
The Wyoming County Fair was held over the Labor Day 

weekend with another great showing by the Conservation 

District along with our booth partner, Bureau of Forestry.  

Two informative “Who Am 

I???” banners decorated 

the walls giving fair goers 

the chance to identify 

woodland mammals & fish. 

Along with the banners, we 

had our mounts & infamous 

pond with plant life & fish. The District & Forestry     

provided stickers, posters, wildflower pollinator mix &                  

canvas backpacks for the kids to decorate with stencils & 

markers. This has been a huge hit over the years for 

young & old alike.  

Many thanks go out to our Staff 

& Director’s who took shifts  

working at the booth. We had a 

great time talking to the fair              

patrons & answering as many of 

their questions as we could. Plenty 

of informational pamphlets were 

there for the taking. 

It was great to see so many   

people out to enjoy the fair &  

planning has already started for 

the 2024 Wyoming County Fair. 
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Susquehanna, Sullivan, Wyoming, & Bradford  
Counties Master Watershed Steward Program 

The Penn State Master Watershed Steward program was established to strengthen      

local capacity for management & protection of watersheds, streams, & rivers,                        

by educating & empowering volunteers across the commonwealth.  

Susquehanna County Master Watershed Steward (MWS) Program was established in 

2022. This was made possible with assistance from our partner organizations -          

the Susquehanna County Conservation District & the Alliance                                                     

for Aquatic Resource Monitoring. 

Courses generally run annually and require approximately 40+ hours of training (primarily 

virtual) along with 2 to 3 field training days. These sessions are held statewide and                 

include presenters representing numerous private and government organizations from 

throughout the commonwealth. 

MWS volunteer project examples: 

• Organizing educational events such as, rain barrel building workshops & seminars on 

backyard stormwater management. 

• Participating in stream restoration projects. 

• Sampling water quality & stream assessments. 

• Coordinating & conducting stream clean-ups. 

• Working with municipal officials on stormwater. 

• Planning & carrying out habitat improvement projects. 

• Teaching adults & children about the environment.  

 

Contact Jeremy Leadicker at jxl6817@psu.edu with any questions. 

mailto:jxl6817@psu.edu?subject=Susquehanna%20County%20Master%20Watershed%20Steward%20Program


Similar Yet, So Different... 
Get to know the differences between these 4 very similar trees 

that we have in Northeastern PA. Check out more info at  
www.bplant.org  



Extending Your Grazing Season 
The end of the growing season is rapidly approaching & pastures are nearly depleted. This doesn’t    

necessarily mean your grazing season has to end. Many of us have hay fields with excellent regrowth, 

but not quite enough to make it worth while to bale or chop. Pictured above is regrowth off a warm 

season annual that was cut late in the season. The forage remaining here will be grazed off before a 

cover crop is planted. Not only do the cows have the benefit of a high quality forage, but the farmer 

has the benefit of manure being deposited. The below picture is cows on a field that was mowed for 

hay twice this season. Weather conditions this fall have made third cutting hard to put up. The cows 

will graze this instead. The farmer is still able to utilize the crop, but has zero machine cost                        

associated with the harvest. Again, the farmer benefits from the animals depositing manure on the 

field. For about $300 in supplies a farmer can temporarily fence in about 5-6 acres. Imagine your                  

operation has to buy some of your hay for winter feeding. If your herd eats one round bale a day & it 

costs $30 per bale to buy, 10 days of extended grazing gets your investment back & you then own the 

infrastructure to continue this cost saving practice. When done correctly this practice could also be 

quite the time saver. Lets look at the scenario above again. Say you are setting up your temporary 

fence for the first time & it takes 2 hours, over 10 days this would average out to 12 minutes a day 

for feeding. Imagine you are putting round bales out & it takes 20 minutes for you to start the  

tractor, get a bale out of the barn, get twine off the bale, open/close gates, put the bale in the            

feeder, & put the tractor away. Over the 10 days  you’re saving yourself 80 minutes of time & you 

don’t need to start a machine every day. For a small investment, grazing forage on hayfields with 

temporary fencing could be a very profitable & time saving practice for many operations out there. 



A Fall Bus Trip is again being offered for the public by the Susquehanna County Forest Landowners                            
Association. Usually this trip is held on Columbus Day, but this year the event will occur                                   

on Tuesday, October 10.th  
  

The first stop will be at the SUNY Environmental Science and Forestry Department’s (ESF) Lafayette 
Road Experiment Station located on the outskirts of Syracuse. For over 33 years, the ESF has been on a 

mission to restore the American Chestnut tree to our Eastern forests.  
 

The functional extinction of the American chestnut tree has been called the greatest ecological disaster to 
strike the world’s forests in all of history. At the beginning of the 20th century there were approximately 4 

billion American chestnut trees in the eastern USA.  Then in 1904, it was discovered that a Japanese                   
Chestnut tree planted at the Bronx Zoo carried a blight that was killing their American chestnuts.  

By the 1940’s the blight had spread so quickly that the American Chestnut trees were all but completely 
dead in its entire range. We had lost the ‘Redwoods of the East” with their nourishing nuts that sustained 
wildlife, man and his livestock, the perfect wood that had been used to build houses, barns and furniture 

for over 300 years, and the forest ecology had lost a key species as one in every four hardwoods                                 
was an American chestnut. 

 

In their long search, ESF scientists have developed a variety of our native American chestnut tree by                    
inserting a gene that is found in wheat. This gene is eaten by billions of people around the world every 
day. It is a natural defense gene that helps protect wheat from diseases, and now it has been shown to                

protect the American Chestnuts from the blight! This variety is called Darling 58, and these trees have 
great potential for restoration because they retain the original American chestnut genes                                     

with added blight tolerance.  
  
At the Experiment Station, we expect to observe the actual harvesting of Chestnut nuts. These will be nuts 

that are from wild chestnut trees that have been crossed with the Darling 58 so around 50% of the nuts 
will have the gene for blight tolerance. We will also see the Darling 58 trees. They are only 5-6 years old 

and some of them have started to produce flowers but most are still too young                                                
to reliably produce nuts. 

  
We will be divided into 3 groups and walking for most of the two hour tour. As only a few chairs will be 

available, if you have a combination chair/cane, you may want to bring it. 
  

Lunch: At noon, we will leave for the Carrabbas Italian Grill Restaurant in Fayetteville. We will have a 
choice of several selections from their Lunch Menu, including a variety of drinks and desserts. Lunch will 

be on your own. After lunch, we will drive a mile to the Stickley Furniture Museum.  
  

The Stickley Furniture Museum in Fayetteville, which opened in 2007, explores over a century of                              
furniture making excellence. It highlights the craftsmanship that made the Stickley company America’s 

foremost fine furniture maker. A Stickley Brothers Mission dining room suite won a grand prize                                    
at the 1904 World's Fair in St Louis. 

 

The first Stickley furniture company was actually built near Susquehanna, PA in 1883. The Stickley 
brothers then branched off into different parts of the country, each establishing a reputation for creativity 

and artisanship. At the Fayetteville Museum, there are thousands of items that stretch from Gustav                  
Stickley’s earliest work to furniture just off the shop floor. The Stickley company continues to build fine 

furniture today in a new factory just down the road. We will be receiving a tour from the museum                               
director and historian, Amanda Clifford. About 3:30 to 3:45 PM, we will leave                                                              

the Stickley Museum for Montrose. 
 

Cost for the trip is $40.00 per person, which does not include lunch. Meet at Price Chopper Parking Lot at 
7:45 am. For more information, please call Joyce Stone #570-278-4494 or Bill Bayne #570-967-2673. The 

deadline to receive your payment is October 9th.          

Submitted by Joyce B. Stone, President of SCFLOA 

Susquehanna County Forest Landowners Association 
Fall Bus Tour 



Environmental Education 
Agriculture Day 2023 included the Tunkhannock Area School’s 4th Grade students, all 

students enrolled in the Endless Mountain Christian Academy and many of the students 

from the Salt-n-Light Home School Group. Some of the learning stations included: Bees & 

Beekeeping, Maple Syrup Production, Forestry, Veterinarian, Organic Farming & Dairy 

Nutrition just to name a few. Presenters shared their knowledge and expertise, while the 

students enjoyed interacting and learning in the outdoor classroom! 



This past month Nicholson Township finished up a Dirt and Gravel Road project with the placement of 

DSA (Driving Surface Aggregate). This project was initially awarded in the spring of 2021 with the 

awarding of the first phase of the project with fill and drainage improvements to the roads. This first 

grant that was applied for was for $74,400 with an in-kind contribution from the Township of 

$26,000 bringing the total project value up to $100,400.00. The second grant was applied for back in 

the fall of 2021 and was awarded in the amount of $106,084.90 with a Township contribution of 

$34,542 for a total of $140,626.90. This second phase was for the DSA top of the project which 

would give the better road surface and cap over the rest of the project. 

The combination of these two project reduced the amount of sediments that were flowing off the road 

surface and into the nearby waterways and wetlands. The benefit will not only be the                                         

environmental impact from these projects but also greatly improved the driving surface for the                         

residents along this route and hopefully will also cut the maintenance down on this road that the road 

crew must do to maintain the roadway.   

This project was held up for an extra year do to the rising costs of placing the DSA on the project. All 

the bids that the Township received for the placement of the DSA far exceeded the grant amount 

that they received from the District. In the end, the Township made 

the decision to purchase a paver & do the DSA placement themselves. 

In the first two                

pictures you can see 

the road crew placing 

the DSA with the roller 

ready to compact the 

DSA once it has been 

laid down.  

DGR Project: Nicholson Township 



DGR Project: Nicholson Township 
 Continued... 

There were some mishaps along the way that happened that took a little extra time to sort out. The 

first problem that we had to overcome was placing the material on a steep downhill. When the trucks 

are dumping the material into the box on the paver it is difficult to keep the truck close to the paver. 

When a truck slips out from in front of the paver large pile of material can be lost in front of the paver 

and needs to be cleaned up before we could continue. Luckily, a skid steer with a bucket is always kept on 

site for any problems like this that may arise. We had this cleaned up and back                                              

to paving within an few short minutes. 

The other issue took a little longer to fix and cost us about a day of work on site. The second picture 

show a chain that had snapped on the auger that feeds the material out of the paver. This was a                     

vital piece that we needed to have working correctly to properly mix and lay the DSA on the road.                         

The Township crew did a great job getting things back up and running and able                                                

to complete the job by the end of the week.  

In these pictures we have the roller standing by ready to compact the DSA down to the proper                        

compaction after the DSA has been laid down. The second you can see the DSA after compaction showing 

tell tale signs of proper compaction. When the DSA is at it’s maximum compaction the larger stones that 

are in the mix can start to shatter. This can be noted by the slightly lighter grey color at the surface. 

This is the sign that we look for when we are on site that everything is turning                                             

out the way we wanted.  

UNTIL NEXT TIME WITH CONSERVATION COMMENTS... 


