Weekend of March 10, 2024

Fourth Sunday of
Lent

Barona:

Mass: Tuesday through Friday. Rosary at 7:45
AM, Mass at 8:00 AM. @ Shrine

Saturday: 5:00 PM mass

Sunday: Sunday 8:00 AM.@ church
Confessions: By appointment only
Adoration: 1st Fri. of the month (8:00 AM).
Viejas:

Sunday: Sunday. 10:30 AM. @ Church
Confessions: By appointment only.

Sycuan:
Sunday: Sunday Mass 12:30 noon (@ the

Church
Confessions: By appointment only

PLEASE PRAY FOR....
Vicaldo Family, Michele Nikas Beaman, Richard

Nikas, Wendy Reyes, Irmina Gines, Gimo Manuel,
Ruben and Marcie Cu, Joyce Martinez, Dustin Lutze,
Deloris Loucks, Sam Halabo, Lisa Smallwood,
Eleanor Davis Wallace, Walter Rapczak, Robert and
Margie Cruz, Mike Wise, Neil Quizon, Jim Hughes,
Mary Begay, Tonito Arcangel, Juliet Ray, George
Arviso, Rose Ramos, Zita Haygood, Lilly Gautreaux,
Mark Noriega, Juan Miguel, Jim Hughes, Laurie
Boedicker, Aspen Sergin, Robert Laurel, Janet
Vilareal, Romero Family, Annie McTavish, John
Francis, Orlando Nicolas, Blanca Lechner, Paolo
Espiritu, John Clark, Kevin Bethsayag, Tyre Nichols,
Steve TeSam, Jeanette Garcia, Mike Banegas, Bennett
Zerrudo, Mark Noriega, Carol Richardson, Nancy
Rourke, Colleen Crowden, Jeff Ashii, Pamela Nolan
CSC, Rosario and Paul Estepa, Haley Price, Mark
Marquez, Lulu Cabinatan, Michael Martinez, Fr. Earl
Henley, MSC, Fr. Dominic Asare, SVD
Please check the prayer list and add names as

desired.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Barona: Wednesdays at 3:00 p.m.
with Alyssa Parada

Sacramental Preparation with Mark Price are
ongoing each Wednesday.
Viejas: 3:00 PM

UPCOMING EVENTS

Barona: 4:30 PM
Sunday Mass is livestreamed @ 8:00 AM, Barona.
Just go on Facebook under Herman Manuel

MARCH
Wednesday, March 13 — 90th Anniversary of

church meeting, 5 p.m. at Barona

Sat., March 16 and Sun., March 17 — Annual
Lenten Collection -This collection supports the
works of Catholic Relief Services, the Church in

Africa and the Church in Latin America.
Envelopes will be provided.

Sunday, March 17 — Children’s Mass at all
reservations led by Mark Price.

Wednesday, March 20 — Native American Crest
meeting, 2:00 PM at Sycuan

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE

Sunday, March 24 — Palm Sunday, regular
mass schedule at all reservations

March 26- Holy Tuesday - 8:00 a.m. mass

March 27 — Holy Wednesday — 8:00 a.m. mass

TRIDUUM

Thursday, March 28 — Maundy Thursday mass,
5:00 p.m., Barona clubhouse

Friday, March 29 — Good Friday service with
Stations of the Cross, 3:00 p.m., Barona

Saturday, March 30 — Easter Vigil mass,
8 pm or when the sun sets, Barona

Sunday, March 31 — Easter mass at all
reservations, regular times.




PASTOR’S CORNER
The Joy of Loving the Lord
Radiates to Others
A reflection on the 4th Sunday of Lent

Today we celebrate the Fourth Sunday of
Lent. Lent is a forty-day season of fasting,
abstinence and penance. It is a season that is stricter,
in this sense, than the rest of the year. But it is
precisely the austerity that typifies Lent that is
interrupted today as the Church celebrates “Lactare”
Sunday.  “Laetare” is a Latin word that means
“Rejoice. “And it is the first word of the Entrance
Antiphon of the Holy Mass that we celebrate today.
This Sunday is more joyful than the rest of the
Sundays of Lent because we are celebrating the fact
that we are halfway along our yearly pilgrimage to
Easter Sunday. But, in reality, good Christians
should always feel joyful, even when they are fasting
or doing acts of penance. “The joy of Our Lord is
our strength. Go in Peace.” That is one of the ways
that the dismissal at the end of Mass can be phrased.
In these two sentences the true meaning of our faith
is summarized and underlined. The joy that we feel
as we recognize that we are faithful followers of the
Lord, the joy in recognizing that the Lord wants us to
be happy, should strengthen us during the rest of the
week. It should give us the strength we need to carry
the crosses that will come up during our daily life.

Today, as I said, the Church celebrates
the joy of knowing that we have reached the
beginning of the last few weeks of Lent. To
celebrate this event, the Church allows us to
place flowers on the altar, something that is not
allowed during the rest of the Lenten Season.
The priest and the deacon dress in rose-colored
vestments, a color that signifies joy better than
violet-colored vestments, the normal color for
Lent. In this way we do what our Lord always
asks us to do, even though the days of penance,
we don’t allow sadness and sorrow to rule our
lives. We radiate happiness.

In the Gospel Reading today, Saint John
explains to us the true cause of so much sadness
and sin in the world. He tells us that even
though Our Lord, Jesus Christ, Light of the
World, came to the world, humanity preferred
the darkness instead of the light. Even today,
many people are afraid of the light, they turn
their backs on God, they sin and act as if God
did not exist. And, of course, these people, since
they live spiritually in a dark and sick world, are
afraid of the light. They prefer the darkness.

The Holy Mass is the summit of our
faith. Even so, there are people who say that it
does not interest them. Some even say that it
bores them. The problem is that many of these
same people, since they live in darkness, cannot
see, cannot understand, that during the Holy
Eucharist, Our Lord becomes really present
among us. During the Holy Mass, the Light of
the World shines out again in the darkness to
show us the road we should follow towards Him
so that we can receive that Light in our souls and
in our hearts.

A good Christian should show to the
world the light received in the Holy Mass. The
light should shine in him or her so brightly that
they should be the image of Christ for others. In
a Christian like this we see the happiness that
surges out into the world from a pure heart, from
a person who does not fear the Light of Christ,
who tries by every means possible to ensure that
the light received is transformed into good
works that show his or her love for God.

Lent, even though it is a time for
austerity, is also a time for authenticity. We
know that there are many people in this world
who will try to lure us away from our faith.
Frequently, we have to make sacrifices when we
are tempted to exchange our love of God for
love of earthly things such as illicit pleasure, ill-
gained success or power. These days of Lent
place before us a dilemma we have to choose
between the light and darkness, between good
and evil, between love of God and love of those
earthly things that separate us from the true road
to Christ. If we choose good, if we decide to
follow Jesus, sacrificing those other things, we
will win out in the long run. We will realize that
all of those other things only end up separating
us from God and doing us harm. Without a
doubt, when we change our lives and choose the
good, we become better people. It could even be
possible that when we show others, through our
good works, that we live a joyful and pure life
completely dedicated to doing good that we will
influence family members and maybe even the
rest of the community to do the same.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice!



