
      Weekend of March 17, 2024 
                              Fifth Sunday of Lent 

Barona: 
Mass: Tuesday through Friday. Rosary at 7:45 
AM, Mass at 8:00 AM. @ Shrine 
Saturday:  5:00 PM mass 
Sunday: Sunday 8:00 AM.@ church 
Confessions: By appointment only 
Adoration: 1st Fri. of the month (8:00 AM).  
Viejas:   
Sunday: Sunday, 10:30 AM. @ Church 
Confessions:  By appointment only. 
Sycuan:   
Sunday:  Sunday Mass 12:30 noon @ the   
Church 
Confessions: By appointment only      
                      
                   PLEASE PRAY FOR…. 

Vicaldo Family,  Michele Nikas Beaman, Richard 
Nikas, Wendy Reyes, Irmina Gines, Gimo Manuel, 

Ruben and Marcie Cu, Joyce Martinez, Dustin Lutze, 
Deloris Loucks,  Sam Halabo,  Lisa Smallwood, 

Eleanor Davis Wallace, Walter Rapczak,  Robert and 
Margie Cruz,  Mike Wise, Neil Quizon, Jim Hughes, 

Mary Begay, Tonito Arcangel, Juliet Ray, George 
Arviso, Rose Ramos, Zita Haygood,  Lilly Gautreaux, 

Mark Noriega, Juan Miguel, Jim Hughes, Laurie 
Boedicker, Aspen Sergin, Robert Laurel, Janet 
Vilareal, Romero Family, Annie McTavish, John 
Francis, Orlando Nicolas, Blanca Lechner, Paolo 

Espiritu, John Clark, Kevin Bethsayag, Tyre Nichols, 
Steve TeSam, Jeanette Garcia, Mike Banegas, Bennett 

Zerrudo, Mark Noriega, Carol Richardson, Nancy 
Rourke, Colleen Crowden, Jeff Ashii, Pamela Nolan 
CSC, Rosario and Paul Estepa,  Haley Price, Mark 

Marquez, Lulu Cabinatan, Michael Martinez, Fr. Earl 
Henley, MSC, Fr. Dominic Asare, SVD 

Please check the prayer list and add names as 
desired.  

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Barona: Wednesdays at 3:00 p.m.  
with Alyssa Parada 

Sacramental Preparation with Mark Price are 
ongoing each Wednesday. 

Viejas:  3:00 PM 
Barona:  4:30 PM 

  Sunday Mass is livestreamed @ 8:00 AM, Barona. 
Just go on Facebook under Herman Manuel 

 90 
MARCH 

Wednesday, March 20 – Native American Crest 
meeting, 2:00 PM at Sycuan 

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 

Sunday, March 24 – Palm Sunday, regular 
mass schedule at all reservations 

March 26- Holy Tuesday - 8:00 a.m. mass  

March 27 – Holy Wednesday – 8:00 a.m. mass 

TRIDUUM 
Thursday, March 28 – Maundy Thursday mass, 
5:00 p.m., Barona clubhouse 

Friday, March 29 – Good Friday service with 
Stations of the Cross, 3:00 p.m., Barona 

Saturday, March 30 – Easter Vigil mass,  
8 pm or when the sun sets, Barona 

Sunday, March 31 – Easter mass at all 
reservations, regular times. 

    PASTOR’S CORNER 
     Your Finest Hour ….  
       Is With the Lord                                     

A reflection on the 5th Sunday of Lent
 

The story is told about a couple who 
decided to use only biblical passages in their 
conversations during the Holy Week. When the 
wife woke the husband, she quoted Jesus’ words 
at the Garden of Gethsemane: “Why are you 
sleeping? Get up and pray that you may not 
undergo the test.” (Luke 22, 45) Whereupon the 
husband, quoting Jesus’ words at Cana, 

     UPCOMING EVENTS



responded: “Woman, how does your concern 
affect me? My hour has not yet come.” (John 2, 
4)

In today’s gospel (John 12, 20-33), we 
hear Jesus say: “The hour has come for the son 
of man to be glorified.” Further on, He says: 
“But it was for this purpose that I came to this 
hour.” There is an appointed hour for everything, 
and everything happens in His time, according 
to His will and plan. As it were, God has perfect 
timing. Let us be in tune with His timetable, and 
let us be constantly on the lookout, and be open 
to His schedule and call in our lives.

We are living on borrowed time in this 
world. We are accountable to God for what we 
do in our lifetime. And there is an appointed 
hour when we will come face to face with our 
God. Jesus tells us today how to truly live: 
“Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever 
hates his life in this world will preserve it for 
eternal life.” Our finest hour is when we can 
come before God and be able to say: Mission 
accomplished, Lord. I have served and I have 
loved!

We do not know when God will take us. 
Death came unexpectedly and fast for my 
brother-in-law who died in his sleep last March 
18. He was 59. As I blessed his lifeless body at 
the hospital emergency room where he was 
taken to be revived, I couldn’t help but cry and 
be reminded of the shortness of life, the reality 
of death that literally can come “like a thief in 
the night.” His hour had come … could mine be 
far behind?

There isn’t much we can say when a 
loved one dies for words will never be enough. 
We take comfort in what Jesus says today about 
a grain of wheat that falls to the ground and dies 
and produces much fruit. We can never know 
what is in a man’s heart, nor can we judge. We 
can never fathom the love God has for each of 
us. When our final hour comes, may we too 
become rec ip ients of His mercy and 
unimaginable love!

In one of my pilgrimages, a prayer 
leader prayed the “Hail Mary,” saying “Holy 
Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now 
and at the hours of our death. Amen.” I corrected 
her then, but come to think of it, there are many 
hours of death before we come to that final hour. 
We die a thousand deaths before we finally die. 

Let us not die before our time comes. Let us not 
die by our sinning, or giving up on people, our 
goodness, or life itself.

Speaking of pilgrimages, in a sharing 
session one of our pilgrims came to his finest 
hour when he publicly acknowledged his 
unfaithfulness and misdeeds and sought 
forgiveness from his wife. He finally faced the 
light and went past the shadows in front of him. 
The truth has set him free. Because of his 
humility and honesty, he opened the floodgates 
of grace upon the whole group, especially to his 
loving and forgiving wife. Indeed, a grain of 
wheat falls and dies, and produces much fruit! 
Has something died in your life? Has something 
gone wrong? Is there no more fire or not even a 
glow between you and your loved ones? It is 
time to invite the Lord into your heart, into your 
home, into your relationships. He wants to come 
in, but many times we shut him out, and that is 
when troubles and problems come up. One of 
our finest hours is when we realize our 
helplessness, and in humility acknowledge our 
need for God. Unless and until we do that, we 
will continue on the road of selfishness and self-
fulfillment that does not bring us to the road of 
true life and, ultimately, to eternal life.

Couples, please remember that at the 
wedding in Cana, the Blessed Mother was there, 
and Jesus was there as well. On your wedding 
day, you invited Jesus to be with you. But that is 
not enough. What is important is that you invite 
Him to be in your marriage. Your finest hour 
comes when you finally focus not so much on 
each other as on the same direction together. 
Come, Lord! We need you. Stay with us, Lord!  
Please don’t wait for the “last two minutes” 
before you come out with your finest moments 
and your finest hour. Don’t wait to be fined! Do 
not postpone your conversion, and do not 
postpone your loving. Yes, capture the moment 
and seize the day. And live in such a way that 
you will have no regrets in any way.
Lord, help me to live in such a way that when 

my final hour comes,
I will be ready to face You. Amen

- Fr, Gerry Orbos, SVD


