Weekend of April 16, 2023
Divine Merey Sunday

This new Mass schedule will stay in effect until the
Covid-19 crisis is over. Thanks for your patience.

Barona:

Mass: Tuesday through Friday. Rosary at 7:45 AM, Mass
at 8:00 AM. @ Shrine

Saturday: 5:00 PM mass

Sunday: Sunday 8:00 AM.@ church
Confessions: By appointment only

Adoration: 1st Fri. of the month (8:00 AM).
Viejas:

Sunday: Sunday. 10:30 AM. @ Church
Confessions: By appointment only.

Sycuan:

Sunday: Sunday Mass 12:30 noon @ the Church

Confessions: By appointment only

PLEASE PRAY FOR....
Sue Kierig, , Donna Berardi, Vicaldo Family, Mae Guerrero,

Susanna Gotell, Michele Nikas Beaman, Richard Nikas, Wendy
Reyes, Irmina Gines, Gimo Manuel, Ruben and Marcie Cu, Joyce
Martinez, Dustin Lutze, Deloris Loucks, Sam Halabo, Lisa
Smallwood, Eleanor Davis Wallace, Walter Raczak, Robert and
Margie Cruz, Rick Lechner, Mike Wise, Neil Quizon, Jim Hughes,
Mary Begay, Tonito Arcangel, Juliet Ray, Manny llagan, George
Arviso, Ernie and Emy Lampa, Rose Ramos, Zita Haygood, Lilly
Gautreaux, Mark Noriega, Juan Miguel, Bert Zita, AJ & Angela
Samot, Deacon Gene Neral, Jim Hughes, Laurie Boedicker, Aspen
Sergin, Robert Laurel, Janet Vilareal, Romero Family, Annie
McTavish, John Francis, Orlando Nicolas, Blanca Lechner

Please check prayer list and add names as desired.

THANK YOU!

I would like to say how much I am grateful for all
those who assisted me with Holy Week and Easter at
all the reservations. Your time, donations and
dedication are so much appreciated. God bless you
all!

- Fr. Herman Manuel, SVD
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‘As the Father has sent me, so | send you.’
Jesus commissions us to be his withesses to the
end of the world, do not be afraid to proclam him

in thought, word and deed.
DIVINE WORD MISSIONARIES and SISTER SERVANTS
OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
800-553-3321

UPCOMING EVENTS

Sunday Mass is livestreamed @ 8:00 AM,
Barona.
Just go on Facebook under Herman Manuel

APRIL

SUNDAY. April 16 - 3:00 PM at Barona,

Divine Mercy Sunday, Adoration of Blessed
Sacrament

THURSDAY. April 27 - 5:00 PM at

Barona Clubhouse — Native American Martyr’s Meeting

MAY

Sunday, May 7 — 10:00 AM May Crowning
at Viejas, May queen will be Angelina TeSam. One
mass for all reservations.
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Calling Anyone & Everyone and all former
May Queens

Flower Making Schedule for 2023 May Crowning at
Viejas

Every Monday & Wednesday at 5:00 pm
Starting April 17, 19, 24, 26
May 1 and 3

Location: Viejas Catholic Church — Kateri Hall
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PASTOR’S CORNER

What We Can Learn from the
Doubting Thomas

A reflection on the 2nd Sunday of Easter

Somebody, a priest said that supposed we called you up to
the lectern and blindfolded you. Supposed we placed a
water bucket in front of you and asked you if it was empty
or full. What are three ways you can learn the answer to
the question without removing the blindfold?

One way is to reach into the bucket and feel if
there is water in it. In other words, you can experience

firsthand information if the bucket is full or empty. This

way of learning is called experiencing. It'’s knowledge that
we acquire by firsthand experience. It's knowledge that our
senses give us.



The second way to learn if it contains water is to
drop an object, like coin, upon it. If the object hits the
bottom of the bucket with a loud or ringing sound, you
know the bucket is empty. On the other hand, if the coin
hits with a slurp or a splash, you know the bucket contains
water. This way of acquiring knowledge is called
reasoning.

A third way to learn if the bucket contains water is
to ask someone you trust. The person could look into the
bucket and tell you if it has water on it. This way of
learning is called believing. It'’s knowledge that we acquire
by faith.

Experiencing, reasoning and believing, these are
the three ways we acquire knowledge in this life. Now
consider a second question. Of the three ways of acquiring
knowledge, by which way do we learn most of our
knowledge? Do we learn by experiencing things with our
senses, by reasoning about them with our minds or by
believing them with our hearts? If you said believing,
you’re absolutely right. We acquire most of our knowledge
by believing what others tell us. Some experts estimate
that we learn as much as 80 % of our knowledge in this
way. For example, few of us have traveled around the
world. The only way we know about, most countries is by
what others tell us. In other words, we trust the people who
have been there. If they tell us there is a country called
East Timor and that its people do this or do that, we
believe them. What is true of the way we acquire regular
knowledge is even truer of the way we acquire religious
knowledge. Most of our religious knowledge comes to us
by believing what the Scriptures tell us. In other words,
most of our religious knowledge comes by believing.

This Second Sunday of Easter is called the
Doubting Thomas Sunday, because the gospel that we use
every year during this Sunday is about Thomas who
doubted about the resurrection of Jesus when his
companions told him about the event. St. Thomas the
apostle is one of the chosen twelve disciples of Jesus to be
His apostles. Throughout his life, he always believed in
Jesus. He did not miss attending to the teachings of Jesus.
He lost hope when the source of his inspiration, the light of
his life was nailed on the cross and died. So, when his
companion said that his inspiration was raised from the
dead, in the first place, he did not believe. Rather, he said:
“Unless I see the mark of the nails in His hands and that
my finger into the nail marks and put my hands into His
side, I will not believe,” (v.25). In other words, a firsthand
experience or ‘to see is to believe.’

Anyway, what we can learn from St. Thomas,
according to the homily of Bishop Soc Villegas, DD (and |
will add some even if [’'m not worthy) is

First, not to do what he did. What he did was he
left the group. The other ten, even if they are sad of the
death of Jesus, banded together except St. Thomas. He
detached himself from the group. That is why when Jesus
appeared to the group, St. Thomas was not able to enjoy
Christ’s presence. So, when we are sad or are discouraged
of our church leaders and other groups, we should not
detach ourselves from the Christian community, the
church. The presence of Christ always comes within our
Christian community.

The second thing is: St. Thomas was sincere. He
did not understand what is happening, so he did not
presume that he knew everything. He could not grasp it
fully that a person died and come back to life. He taught us
a lesson that if we do not understand, then, let us humbly,
honestly and sincerely accept the fact that we do not know
and understand, so we ask others to explain it to us.

The third thing is: We need inspirations in order to
make our life more meaningful. All of us need inspirations;
it may be people or an event, in order to be strong and to
continue serving Him.

Even myself [ have inspirations in order to
strengthen my vocation as a priest. There are seven of
them: 1) FAMILY- They are at the background and the
people could hardly notice them, but they give me
encouragement, protection and freedom. They nurture my
spiritual and social life. 2) MY VOCATION- I can choose
marriage and can be happy now. But I am happier today
as a priest I could serve Him without limitation and with
freedom. 3) PEOPLE- They are my inspiration. Without
them, I'm not a priest now. They allow me to serve them. 4)
WORD of GOD- Somebody had said: “The Holy Bible
teaches me the best way of living, the noblest way of
suffering and the most comfortable way of dying.” The
word of God is my guide until the last moment of my life.
5) PRAYER- It is the mightiest power on earth. It moves
mountains. Through the power of prayer, there are cases of
illnesses that the doctor found them hopeless is healed.
Even myself, I can testify. 6) SACRAMENTS especially the
Eucharist- The body and blood of Christ is my strength
every day. 7) JESUS HIMSELF- He is my inspiration
above all. I would rather give up everything but not Him
because he said: “Even when temptations come...’l am
with you always till the end of the world.””

The last thing that we can learn from St. Thomas is
after he knew and understood that great event he went all
the way even unto death in following Jesus Christ.

Fr. Joseph Benitez



