
 Jacob's Ladder  
Volume XIV Issue 11                                                                                                     November 2018 

PURPOSE 
To keep the members and friends of Jacob’s Church informed of the ministries and happenings at our 
church and in the surrounding community to be ​The Church on a Hill, Shining Forth for Jesus Christ 

Jacob’s Church, 8373 Kings Highway, New Tripoli, PA 18066 
jacobschurch.org 

Pastor   
Rev. Scott L. Shay      610.298.2602 (home) 
8029 Penny Court                   610.756.6352 (office) 
New Tripoli, PA 18066          484.695.4021 (cell)  

Youth Leader   
Tad Schlegel                           717.644.1153 

Music Director 
Harold Redline      610.262.8613 

  
THE PASTOR’S EPISTLE 

“TRUSTING GOD AT ALL TIMES” 
 

But Joseph told them, “Don’t be afraid of me.  Am I god, to judge and punish you?  As far as I am concerned, 
God turned into good what you meant for evil, for he brought me to this high position I have today so that I 
could save the lives of many people.  No, don’t be afraid.  Indeed, I myself will take care of you and your 
families.” And he spoke very kindly to them, reassuring them.  (Genesis 50:19-21 L.B.) 
 
Only God is able to take what seems to be a terrible situation and then use if for good. Often our faith is put to 
the test in life.  After Joseph was betrayed by his brothers and sold into slavery, he was still able to forgive them 
and say, “you meant this for harm, but God meant if for good.” 
 
In this situation it was easy for Joseph to understand how God used his misfortune to save and preserve His 
chosen people.  But what about the times in our own lives when we can’t make sense of what is happening to 
us?  Often, we become discouraged or angry with God. We might even be tempted to ask, “Does God really 
know what He’s doing?” or “Does God really care about me?” 
 
In Job 5:7 we read “yet man is born unto trouble, as the sparks fly upward.”  Many times, we have noticed that 
fire does naturally fly upward.  So just as naturally as fire will raise up toward the sky, trouble will naturally 
come to us all.  Keeping this sober fact in mind we must now decide how we will react to negative situations. 
With the help of the Holy Spirit I pray that all of us will keep our trust in God who loves us so much that He 
sent Jesus Christ to die for our sins.  By trusting God, we are not only being faithful, but we are helping others 
to be strong during their times of trial.  By trusting God, we are being stepping stones to faith and not stumbling 
blocks. 
 
May we all learn the meaning of trusting God as we meditate upon the Word of God, worship, pray, and serve 
both God and all people.  Amen. 

 
In Christ’s Service  
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                                                                                                                                      Pastor Shay 
Jacob’s Church Board Minutes 

September 4, 2018 
Attendance: 
Pastor: Scott Shay 
Elders: Dave Zoghby, Mike Follweiler, Ronald Belknap 
Deacons: James Moyer, Jared Hermany, Kevin Dellicker, Leslie Ford, Solomon Johri 
Treasurer: David Follweiler 
Visitors: Donna Smith, Andrea Hermany, Ron Smith 
 
1. Pastor Shay opened the meeting with a prayer. 
2. The Stephen Ministry has begun their ministry training. 
3. Evangelism Committee is searching for a coordinator for Light the Night. Also searching for a committee 

leader. 
4. The Christian Education Committee- a motion was made to divide the special events duties of the Christian 

Education Committee and create a Special Events Committee. The Special Events Committee will organize 
all special events. The Christian Education Committee will be responsible for VBS, youth groups, bible 
classes, etc. Pastor Shay will meet with all interested volunteers. Motion was made to accept the changes by 
Solomon Johri and was seconded by Mike Follweiler. The motion carried. 

5. The Missions Committee still in search of volunteers 
6.  Youth Group has a service project for September 29​th​, 2018. Discussed possibly a meal at Wednesday Bible 

Study and invite KFC parents as an outreach. The Step-Up class will be using the Alpha video curriculum 
which explores the basics of Christian faith.  

7. Website/Social Media - website is running smoothly and next step is to begin streaming sermon audio. 
8. Shinefest was a success. Next year end time would be 8 pm versus 10 pm.  
9. The Wuchter House will be filled by the Schlegel family as of June 1​st​, 2019. Discussion was made for 

possible usage of the west side of the Wuchter House. 
10. The Property Committee- Gutters on church have been replaced. Porch on the Fenstermaker House has been 

completed and debris needs to be removed. This fall the siding will be power washed and gutters replaced. 
Mike Follweiler brought forth need for repair of the concrete ramps to the church and walkways and steps of 
the Parish House. Motion was made to repair in the amount not to exceed $3000 by Kevin Dellicker and 
seconded by Jared Hermany. The motion carried. 

11. The Scholarship Committee-Donna Smith presented a change in verbiage of scholarship requirements to be 
inclusive for those students unable to attend Jacob’s Church but do attend elsewhere. Mike Follweiler made 
the motion to accept the change and was seconded by Jim Moyer. The motion carried.  

12. Church Picnic-Motion to have a picnic was made by Solomon Johri and seconded by Leslie Ford. Possible 
date of October 7​th​ was discussed. 

13. Job Reviews- Harold Redline is up for review and will be performed by Kevin Dellicker and Ron Belknap 
with the assistance of Dave Zoghby. Date to be set. 

14. Andrea Hermany discussed need for volunteers for modern praise music. 
15. Board discussed importance of all mailings from the Church should be presented to the Church Board for 

approval. 
16. Home School Coop-Leslie Ford currently heads the Coop and with her move, the Coop will need a new 

coordinator. 
17. Pastor Shay presented a plan of some of Jacob’s Church congregants who asked to plan a Movie and 

Bonfire Covered Dish Night. Motion to accept was made by Mike Follweiler and seconded by Solomon 
Johri. The motion carried. 

18. The Board discussed importance of having AEDs for emergency situations. Discussed possibly 3 AEDs for 
placement in the church, activity center and possibly the Parish House. Solomon Johri volunteered to 
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explore options. A motion was made to explore options in units and price by Solomon Johri and seconded 
by Leslie Ford. The motion carried. 

19. Breann Sacks gave a letter to Pastor Shay asking to be removed from membership as she is moving away. 
Motion was made to accept withdrawal by Jim Moyer and seconded by Leslie Ford. The motion carried. 

20. The church received a packet from Hands in Service, Inc. which will be forwarded for review by the 
Missions Committee. 

21. Pastor Shay presented a letter of benevolent request for trailer removal from Carol Rassler’s house in the 
amount of $1483. A motion was made to write a check for that amount by Mike Follweiler and seconded by 
Jim Moyer. The motion carried. 

22 Treasures Report- 
 Balance at August 2018 meeting:                                            $58,281.84  
                     Income                                         $19,488.88 
                     Expenses                                      $40,954.51  

 Balance at September 2018 Meeting:                                     $24,961.07 
 
        A motion to accept the Treasurer’s report was made by Ron Belknap and seconded by Leslie Ford.  
        The motion carried. 
23. Jim Moyer and Leslie Ford 1​st​ term ending 2018.  
24. Leslie Ford’s last meeting will be September 4​th​, 2018. 
25. Motion was made to accept amended minutes that changes the Schlegel move in date to June 1​st​, 2019 by  
      Jim Moyer  
      and seconded by Jared Hermany. The motion carried. 
26. Motion was made to adjourn meeting by Rom Belknap and seconded by Leslie Ford. The  
      motion carried. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Solomon Johri 
 
Next Board Meeting is scheduled for 7:30PM, Monday, November 5, 2018.  
Next Elders Meeting is scheduled for 7:00PM, Monday, November 12, 2018.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
At our December 3, 2017 Annual Congregational Meeting, we voted to contribute $3,988 per  
week in order to meet our 2018 budget. The following tithes and offerings were collected in  
September 2018: 

September   2 $5,672.25 
September   9 $4,027.00 
September  16 $3,485.00 
September  23 $4,296.00 
September  30                                   $5,473.67  

  
 Budgeted Tithes and Offerings for January – September            $155,532.00  

Actual Tithes and Offerings for January – September            $175,669.30 
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Amount Over Budget for January – September            $  ​20,137.30  

 
 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

  
 

    
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  
Acolyte for November is Ethan DannerAcolyte for November is Ethan Danner  
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November Wedding AnniversariesNovember Wedding Anniversaries   
 
Congratulations and Best Wishes to The Following Couples  
  
Jonathan and Jodi BeckJonathan and Jodi Beck    
Edward Jr and Denise GawelkoEdward Jr and Denise Gawelko  
Howard and Arlene HammHoward and Arlene Hamm  
Taylor and Chris RauchTaylor and Chris Rauch  
Timothy Sr and Mary Van BlarganTimothy Sr and Mary Van Blargan    
  

    
    
    
    
  

   

 

   

Celebrating Their Wedding Anniversaries:  

What’s Happening? 
 
COVENANT SIGNING – ​​Continues​ ​​throughout the month of 
November​​, members of Jacob’s Church will have the opportunity 
to renew their faith and commitment to Jesus Christ by a ​voluntary 
signing of the Church Covenant.  The Covenant book is located in 
the church parlor. We praise God for His Church and the 
opportunity we have to serve. 
  
 
OYSTER SUPPER​​ – Saturday, November 3, 2018; serving 3:00PM to 
7:00PM in the Activity Center.  Lots of help is needed to make this event 
successfully. Please consider helping Friday, November 2 and/or 
Saturday, November 3.  Desserts are also needed!  Please reach out to 
Ron Smith at 610-298-3405.  The more hands, the lighter the load for 
everyone!  Lunch will be provided both days. 
 

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME ENDS​​ – Remember to turn your clocks back on Sunday, 
November 4, 2018, otherwise you will be at Church School and Family Worship an hour too 
early!  
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ALL SAINTS SUNDAY​​ - NOVEMBER 4​TH​ - During the worship service, Jacob’s Church 
remembers the members who entered into eternal rest since November of last year. 
 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIA​​ - It’s never too early to think about the 
Christmas Season!  So, let’s start now!  Don’t be late in ordering your 
beautiful RED poinsettia plants to decorate our sanctuary for the Christmas 
Eve Service on Monday, December 24​th​.  
  
This year we decided to color the altar RED! The price of the 6 ½” five 
plus blooms is $9.00. The payment box with envelopes and an order sheet 
are located in the church parlor.  Deadline to place your order is December 

2​nd​.   Any questions, please contact Pam Zoghby at 610.298.3002 
 

 
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD - SHOEBOX MINISTRY​​ – Feel free to 
pick up a shoebox in the church parlor, fill it up with fun stuff and bring it 
back to the church by Sunday, November 11th. If you prefer, you may 
place a monetary gift in the offering plate in an envelope marked OCC. 
Thank you for your generous participation!  
Please contact Tad Schlegel at 717.644.1153 for more information. 

 
 
THANKSGIVING EVE SERVCE - ​​Wednesday, November 21, at 7:00 pm Jacob’s Church will 
have our annual Thanksgiving Eve Service. Does anyone want to share a three to 
five-minute personal testimony with the congregation? This is the service to do it! Please 
contact Pastor Shay if you are led by the Lord to share a blessing. 
 
 
 
 

Membership News!  
 
CONGRATULATIONS​​ to Jared and Andrea Hermany! Their new bundle of joy, Nola 
Theresa Hermany, was born Thursday, September 27​th​ at 12:05AM! Weighing 8 lbs. 13 oz and 
22 ½ inches long. She joins big sister, Aria and big brother, Asa!  Congratulations from your 
Jacob’s Church Family! 
 
OUR HEARTFELT CONDOLENCES TO THE FAMILY OF:​​ ​​Madeline M. Merkel Seidel. 
Madeline was the daughter of Myron and Pearl (Bogert) Merkel.  She was the wife of John C 
Seidel, who passed away in 1998. Madeline is the mother of Joan wife of Richard Oswald and 
the grandmother of Beverly wife of Mitch Hosler and Daniel Rabert.  Madeline was born on 13 
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May 1923 and passed away on 5 October 2018. Memorial service for Madeline were held on 20 
October 2018 in Jacob’s Church with Pastor Scott L. Shay officiating.  Interment Jacobs Union 
Cemetery. 

CHRISTMAS CARD EXCHANGE 2018 

 
 

Beginning Sunday, December 2​​nd​​
 and ending Sunday, December 23​​rd​​. 

Jacob’s Church will again have a Christmas Card Exchange. Mailboxes will be 

set up in the West Vestibule. This is an excellent way of saving postage for the 

cards you would send to your friends, neighbors and relatives in the 

Jacob’s Church Family. 

 

Please take note to the following: 

 

1. When addressing your envelopes, please also put ​your name​​ ​on the top 

left​​-hand side of the envelope. This will be one way we can be sure that 

all the cards will be delivered in time for Christmas. 

 

2. Please put all your envelopes in alphabetical order by last name. 

This will make it easier to sort the envelopes faster. 

 

 

3. Also, when leaving Worship Service, please stop and ​check the​​ ​table in 

the parlor area​​ ​(see note below)​​ for any cards that were not delivered 

earlier. 

 

After the cards are sorted, they will be distributed to the congregation before 

Church starts at 10:15 am. If the cards are not all distributed before church 

starts, please take ​note:​​ After the Worship Service---check the table in the 

parlor area for any cards that are addressed to you. 

 

Thank You So Much For Your Help In Making 

The Christmas Card Exchange So Successful! 
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Youth News!  
  

Youth (Grades 8​​th​​-12​​th​​) Join the Fall Youth Retreat Weekend! 
The youth are going to Camp Swatara the 9​th​ – 11​th​ of November. On the 
10​th​ we will be traveling to Black Rock Retreat Center in Quarryville, PA. 
There the teens will experience an all day High and Low Ropes Course.  We 
will also continue the Alpha Teen Series this weekend. The total cost for the 
trip is $65.00 per person. This includes housing, meals, and the rope course. 
 
If you did not sign up for this great adventure, please do so by November 1.  Contact Tad!  
 
 

                             ​​Youth Schedule for November 
 

➢ Kids For Christ (KFC) Wednesdays at 6:00 pm in Activity Center 

➢ Jr. High Youth (FUEL) Tuesdays at 6:30 pm in Activity Center 
➢ Young Adults (STEP-UP)               Thursdays at 7:00pm in Fenstermaker House 

 
 
 
 
 
A Special Thank You to Tad, Lauren and Jacob’s Youth for 
painting the church doors. Great Job!  Looks Awesome!  
 
In the picture is Jacob Follweiler on the ladder, Molly 
Crawford and Jack Beiahline standing by the doors, Amanda 
Reidenhour, seated behind Lauren and Tad. 
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A LITTLE BIT OF HISTORY 
 
Dear Pastor Shay- I found this clipping and thought it would be of interest to you.  I remember Rev. Rahn and 
Rev. Schaefer.  Best Wishes Jan Fetherolf Shick…….Thank You, Jan 
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LOOK WHO IS IN THE NEWS! 
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                     Notes of Thanks!  
 
JACOB’S CHURCH LADIES MINISTRY​​ – Thank you so much for the women’s conference you held on 
Saturday-it was excellent! The speakers were inspirational and music glorious!  Thank you for all your hard 
work to make everything come together.  I know it took a lot of time and prayer to do such a wonderful day for 
us all!  Bless You!!  Kathleen Kleissler, New Tripoli 
 
JACOB’S CHURCH​​ - Mike and Dave – Thank you so much for making the trip to Summit Hill and installing 
new doors in my home.  I truly appreciate your time and kindness.  Thank you again, God Bless-Brittany, 
Summit Hill 
 
JACOB’S CONGREGRATION​​ – Thank you for the expressions of love and kindness for Pastor Appreciation 
Month.  Thank you for acknowledging the 30 years of ministry that we’ve shared.  Thank you for your support 
and friendship.  We also really appreciate the gift cards, the mugs, and the framed “Pastor Appreciation 
Certificate” with personal messages and signatures from so many of you! We are blessed to be a part of the 
Jacob’s Church Family! God Bless You, Pastor Scott and Donna 

   
                                            Looking Ahead to December 
 

Sunday, December 2 – Advent Communion 
Sunday, December 2 – Annual Congregational Meeting 

Monday, December 24 – Christmas Eve Service - 7:30pm 
Sunday, December 30 – Ordination and Installation of Deacons/Elders 

 
Mission Moment 
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JACOB’S CHURCH ACTIVITY CENTER REPORT 

“THE CHURCH ON A HILL, SHINING FORTH FOR JESUS CHRIST” 
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October 25, 2018 

 

 

 

The following activities were held in the Jacob’s Church Activity Center for the month 

of October….. 

 

Private celebrations were held on Saturday, October 6 and Sunday, October 14. A 

private celebration was also held in the church on Saturday, October 13. 

 

The Women’s Prayer Group (Sisters of Esther) continue to use the meeting room on 

Tuesday mornings. The Men’s Prayer Breakfast Group continue to use the 

meeting room on Wednesday mornings.  

 

The Stephen Minister staff trainings were held in the center on Monday, October 1, 

15 and 29; Thursday, October 4, 18 and 25. 

 

The Home School Co-op were in session on Monday, October 1, 8, 15, 22 and 29; 

beginning at 9:30am, ending approximately at 11:30am. 

 

The Revolution Twirlers held practices on Friday, October 19 and 26, beginning at 

6:00pm and ending at approximately at 9:00pm. 

 

The KFC youth group held meetings on Wednesday, October 3, 10, 17, 24 and 31. 

The FUEL youth group held meetings on Tuesday, October 2, 9, 16, 23 and 30. 

The Youth Praise Team held practices on Monday, October 8 and 22. 

 

The annual Ladies Retreat was held on Saturday, October 13. 

  

On Saturday, October 20, a luncheon was held in the Activity Center after the 

Memorial Service in the church for Madeline M. (Merkel) Seidel, wife of the late 

John C. Seidel. Madeline was the mother of Joan A. Oswald and the 

grandmother of Beverly Hosler.  Madeline was born May 13, 1923, daughter of 

Myron and Pearl (Bogert) Merkel.  Madeline left her earthly body on Friday, 

October 5, 2018 at the age of 95 years. Pastor Shay officiated the memorial 

service.  Deepest Heartfelt Sympathy from your Jacob’s Church Family. 

 

 

God Bless You,  

 

 

Faye M Foulk 
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Jacob’s Church Schedule in Church​​              ​​ November 2018 
  
 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    

  

 

 

   1            9:00-11:30am 
Little Lambs Preschool 

7:30pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

 

  2  

  

 

3 

 

 

       

4      9am Sunday 
School/Confirmation 

10:15am Blended 
Worship Service.  

 ​All Saints Sunday 

 

5  

7:30pm 

Church Board 
Meeting  

6   9:00-11:30am 
Little Lambs 
Preschool 

Healing Prayer Group 
7:00pm in Parish 
House  

7        9:00-11:30am 
Little Lambs Preschool  

7pm Mid-week Bible 
Study  

  

 

8             9:00-11:30am 
Little Lambs Preschool  

7:30pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

 

 

 

 

9  

 

10 

 

 

       

11   9am Sunday 
School/Confirmation 

10:15am Blended 
Worship Service 

12  

 7:00pm 
Elders Meeting 
in Parish House 

  

 

 

 

13     9:00-11:30am 
Little Lambs 
Preschool 

Healing Prayer Group 
7:00pm in Parish 
House  

14         9:00-11:30am 
Little Lambs Preschool  

7pm Mid-week Bible 
Study  

 

15          9:00-11:30am 
Little Lambs Preschool 

7:30pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

 

 

 

16  

  

 

17 

 

 

  

 

 

     

18   ​9am Sunday 
School-Confirmation 

10:15am Blended 
Worship Service 

19 

 

20   9:00-11:30am 
Little Lambs 
Preschool 

Healing Prayer Group 
7:00pm in Parish 
House  

21​          ​ 9:00-11:30am 
Little Lambs Preschool  

7pm Thanksgiving Eve 
Service  

  

 

22  

Thanksgiving Day  

 

 

23 

 

24  

 

       

25   ​9am Sunday 
School/Confirmation 

10:15am Blended 
Worship Service 

 

 

 

  

26  

  

27 
9:00-11:30am Little 
Lambs Preschool 

Healing Prayer Group 
7:00pm in Parish 

House  

28    ​      ​ 9:00-11:30am 
Little Lambs Preschool  

7pm Mid-week Bible 
Study  

  

 

 

29          9:00-11:30am 
Little Lambs Preschool  

7:30pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

 

 

 30  
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Jacob’s Church Activity Center Schedule     November 2018 
  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      

 

 1 SMT 
9:30-3:30PM 

 Step-Up 7-9 
FENSTERMAKER 
HOUSE 

  2 ​Prepare for 
Oyster Supper 
8:00am  

TWIRLERS  6-9 

3 

Oyster Supper 
8:00am-9:00pm 

       

4 

 

5 

Home School 
Coop 
9:30-11:30am 

 

  

6  

Sisters of Esther 
9:00-11:30am 

 

FUEL – 
6:00-8:30PM 

7  

Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast 
7-8:30am  

KFC 6-8:15PM 

8  

Step-Up 7-9 
FENSTERMAKER 
HOUSE 

 

 

 

 

9  

TWIRLERS 6-9 

 

10 

Private 
Celebration 

11-3PM  

 

       

11 

Private 
Celebration 

10:30-1:00 

12  

Home School 
Coop 
9:30-11:30am 

SMT 1:00-3:30pm 

YOUTH PRAISE 
GROUP 

  

 

 

13 
Sisters of Esther 
9:00-11:30am  

FUEL-6:00-8:30P
M 

 

14  

Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast 
7-8:30am 

KFC 6-8:15PM 

15  

Step-Up 7-9 
FENSTERMAKER 
HOUSE 

SMT 1:00-3:30PM 

 

 

 

16  

TWIRLERS 6-9 

  

  

 

 

17 

 

 

  

 

 

     

18 

 

19 

Home School 
Coop 
9:30-11:30am 

SMT 1:00-3:30PM 

20  

Sisters of Esther 
9:00-11:30am 

FUEL-6:00-8:30P
M 

 

21  

 Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast 
7-8:30am  

KFC 6-8:15PM 

22  

THANKSGIVING 

DAY 

 

23  

TWIRLERS 6-9 

24  

Private 
Celebration 

 

       

25 

 

 

26  

Home School 
Coop 
9:30-11:30am 

27  

Sisters of Esther 
9:00-11:30am  

FUEL-6:00-8:30PM 

28  

 ​Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast 
7-8:30am  

29 

Step-Up 7-9 
FENSTERMAKER 
HOUSE 

30  
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 YOUTH PRAISE 
GROUP 

 KFC 6-8:15PM SMT 
9:30-12:00PM 
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