
“Communities of Love in Action, on the ground, in community, with community” 

Case Studies that highlight the positive impact of Community Stewardship: 

 

1. El Triunfo Biosphere Reserve, Chiapas, Mexico: 
The El Triunfo Biosphere Reserve in Chiapas, Mexico, 

is a valuable forest ecosystem that faced significant 

threats from illegal logging and land encroachment. 

Local communities, recognizing the importance of 

conserving the area's biodiversity and water resources, 

formed the El Triunfo Conservation Cooperative. 

Through sustainable land management practices, 

reforestation initiatives, and ecotourism development, 

the cooperative has successfully protected the reserve, 

improved local livelihoods, and fostered a sense of 

ownership and pride among community members. 

2. Transition Town Totnes, Devon, United Kingdom: 
Transition Town Totnes is a grassroots movement that 

began in Totnes, Devon, with the aim of building 

community resilience and reducing carbon emissions. 

The initiative focuses on promoting sustainable 

practices such as local food production, renewable 

energy, and waste reduction. The community-led 

efforts have resulted in the establishment of 

community gardens, renewable energy projects, and a 

local currency system to support the local economy. 

Transition Town Totnes has inspired similar 

movements around the world, demonstrating the power 

of community stewardship in creating sustainable and 

resilient communities. 

3. Gaviotas, Colombia: Gaviotas is an eco-village 

located in the Colombian llanos, an inhospitable and 

conflict-affected region. In the 1970s, a group of 

scientists, engineers, and local community members 

came together to create a sustainable community in this 

challenging environment. Through innovative practices 

such as solar power, wind energy, and reforestation, 

Gaviotas transformed the barren landscape into a 

thriving community with access to clean water, 

renewable energy, and sustainable agriculture. 

Gaviotas serves as an inspiring example of community 

stewardship, showcasing how grassroots initiatives can 

overcome environmental and social challenges. 

4. Wangari Maathai and the Green Belt Movement, 

Kenya: Wangari Maathai, a Kenyan environmentalist 

and activist, founded the Green Belt Movement in the 

late 1970s. The movement focused on tree planting, 

environmental conservation, and empowering women 

in rural communities. Through the efforts of the Green 

Belt Movement and local communities, millions of 

trees were planted, leading to improved soil 

conservation, increased access to firewood and food 

sources, and the empowerment of women through 

income-generating activities. Maathai's work and the 

Green Belt Movement received international 

recognition, highlighting the transformative power of 

community-led stewardship. 

 

These case studies demonstrate the transformative 

impact of community stewardship in addressing 

environmental challenges, fostering sustainable 

practices, and empowering local communities. They 

serve as inspiring examples of how collective action 

can lead to positive change and create more resilient 

and sustainable communities. 
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