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Fragility forces the issue....

Matthew 5:3 NLT 
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, those who realize their need for Him, for the Kingdom of Heaven is given to them.”

1 Samuel 30:3-6 MESSAGE 
David and his men burst out in loud wails—wept and wept until they were exhausted with weeping. David’s two wives, Ahinoam of Jezreel 
and Abigail widow of Nabal of Carmel, had been taken prisoner along with the rest. And suddenly David was in even worse trouble. There 
was talk among the men, bitter over the loss of their families, of stoning him. But David found strength by encouraging himself in the Lord.

Luke 18:10-14 NIV 
JESUS:  “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed: ‘God, I 
thank you that I am not like other people—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax collector. I fast TWICE a week and give a tenth of 
all I get.’ But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a 
sinner.’ ” Jesus commented, “I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For all those who exalt themselves will 
be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.”

2 Corinthians 12:2-10 LB 
Fourteen years ago I was taken up to the third heaven for a visit. Don’t ask me whether my body was there or just my spirit, for I don’t 
know; only God can answer that. But anyway, there I was in paradise, and heard things so astounding that they are beyond a man’s power 
to describe or put in words (and anyway I am not allowed to tell them to others). That experience is something worth bragging about, 
but I am not going to do it. I am going to boast only about how weak I am and how great God is to use such weakness for His glory. I have 
plenty to boast about and would be no fool in doing it, but I don’t want anyone to think more highly of me than he should from what he 
can actually see in my life and my message.

I will say this: because these experiences I had were so tremendous, God was afraid I might be puffed up by them; so I was given a physical 
condition which has been a thorn in my flesh, a messenger from Satan to hurt and bother me and prick my pride. Three different times I 
begged God to make me well again.

Each time He said, “No. But I am with you; that is all you need. My power shows up best in weak people.” Now I am glad to boast about how 
weak I am; I am glad to be a living demonstration of Christ’s power, instead of showing off my own power and abilities. Since I know it is 
all for Christ’s good, I am quite happy about ‘the thorn,’ and about insults and hardships, persecutions and difficulties; for when I am weak, 
then I am strong—the less I have, the more I depend on Him.


