
I started work on a project and after years of quiescence I am excited to 
announce that the project has finally been completed.



The VMCA & Central Life Sciences 
Presents…………



Photo Contest

VMCA’s Masters of the Lens











Under the Scope Criteria

a. Submit a microscope or macro lens photo

a. Only organisms



Under the Scope

Gulf Fritillary Caterpillars



Toxorhynchites Resting 
Under the Scope



Rockpool Rockstar
Under the Scope



Close Up (Cq. Perturbans)
Under the Scope



Rachel Kempf



Larval Transitioning
Under the Scope

Go-Go Gadget Criteria

a. Must be taken with a cell phone or tablet

b. Must include an arthropod

c. Only organisms



Go-Go Gadget

Forest Tent Caterpillar



Go-Go Gadget

Ladybug Larva on Co2 
Tank



Go-Go Gadget

Asian Lady Beetle



Go-Go Gadget

Haemaphysalis
longicornis Larva Shot



Rachel Kempf



Ludicrous Criteria

a. Photo needs to be “silly”
b. Cannot be altered

c. Must include an arthropod



Ludicrous

Culex restuans



Ludicrous

Moving Day!



Ludicrous

Ladybug Pupae Full Frontal



Ludicrous

Cup of Ranch



Ludicrous

Amblyomma americanum off deer 
ears (4483)



Rachel Kempf



Original Meme Criteria
a. Must be an original photo

b. Must be creative and appropriate



Original Meme
“Mosquitoes are really bad at my house!”



Original Meme



Jay Kiser



Mosquito Outreach Criteria

a. Photo demonstrates public outreach efforts
b. Must be creative and show engagement



Mosquito Outreach Criteria

a. Photo demonstrates public outreach efforts
b. Must be creative and show engagement



Mosquito Outreach

Mosquito Goes Bananas



Mosquito Outreach

Dragonfly Naiad in the Classroom



Mosquito Outreach

Bug Bizarre 2023



Jay Kiser



Incognito Habitats Criteria

a. Portrays a hidden mosquito habitat
b. Hide & Seek



Incognito Habitat

Aedes atropalpus hidden habitats



Incognito Habitat

Where’s Waldo



Incognito Habitat

Hidden Horde



Jay Kiser



Research Criteria
a. Introduces or communicates research project or lab 

experience
b. Arthropod/mosquito related 



Research 

Classic Jay Kiser



Research

The Dedication is Real, Folks



Research

Gettin’ Some Sugar



Research

Testing 1, 2……Testing





Mosquito Interactions Criteria
a. Interaction between mosquito and others or their 

environment
b. Communicates behavior or ecology



Mosquito Interactions

Huh, that hurts



Mosquito Interactions

Resting in the shady 
under leaf



Mosquito Interactions

Turtle Bloodmeal



Mosquito Interactions

Aedes albopictus on leave



Mosquito Interactions

Hang in there!





Overall Best 
Mosquito 

Photo



Overall Best 
In 

Show



Things Learned
• Better Advertising

• More Efficient Posting
• Adding New Categories

• More Detailed Categorical Guidelines
• Distance & Phone Voting 

• Many Improvements are still to come



Introducing Officially 
The 2024/25 2nd Annual VMCA Photo Contest

The VMCA Photo Contest

II

VMCA’s Masters of the Lens

Coming in…..
2024-2025
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