OPEN ARMS ADOPTION SERVICES, INC.

A Non-Profit Louisiana Licensed Child Placing Adoption Agency

7330 Fern Avenue, Suite 204, Shreveport, Louisiana, USA   71105

Telephone: 318-798-7664    Telefax: 318-368-1155   angelawhite@openarmsadoptions.com
Angela B. White, LCSW BACS, Executive Director
AGENCY FEE SCHEDULE ADDENDUM
Agency fees:
· The placement fee is $15,000.  It is due on the day the child’s birthmother signs her surrender paperwork.  The agency fees cover a variety of services and paperwork including, but not limited to, certifying that the adoptive parents meet Louisiana DCFS guidelines, coordination with out of state ICPC if applicable, conducting the required pre-placement birthmother counseling sessions, any additional meetings or counseling she may need, crisis intervention if needed, meeting with other birth family members if requested or needed, assistance with family selection and showing of profiles if needed, meeting with birthfather(s), counseling of birthfather, meeting with any birthfather family members if requested or needed, obtaining the social and medical history and securing the LA required Statements of Medical History from the birthmother, and the birthfather if known and available, conducting hospital visits, arranging the hospital forms signing, preparing all hospital required agency credentials, forms and Hospital Plan Letters, coordinating services for the birthmother, paperwork and discharge with the nursery, taking legal custody at the infant’s release, preparing the birthparents for the Surrender signing, attending and accepting the Voluntary Surrender, and conducting any post-surrender counseling session with the birthmother, extending support services,  and negotiating any post placement agreements between the birthparents and the adopting parents.  Should either birthparent request post placement counseling regarding the adoption experience, the fee will cover these sessions as well.  We feel it is important for birthparents to know that additional counseling is available.  The fee also includes the adopting parents’ Insurance Letter.  We will file for the new birth certificate with LA Vital Records with the name that you have chosen for your child, and assist with any problems with LA Vital Records.  

Legal fees:

· The agency’s attorney charges a separate fee for his services.  A deposit check of $12,500 payable to Attorney Steven R. Baker is also due on the day the child’s birthmother signs her surrender paperwork.  The attorney’s fee is a deposit for the bulk of the legal fees anticipated and averaged; if there is an unusual situation legally, we will discuss the situation with you as soon as we are aware of the situation, so you can decide how you want to proceed.  You will be billed immediately prior to finalization for the finalization court costs and legal services.  Mr. Baker will send you a very detailed statement so that you may be clear on his hourly fees, court costs paid or advanced, and other charges, as well as how much is remaining on the deposit, or due to be paid, prior to finalizing in Court.  The attorney’s deposit goes toward the preparation and conducting of the Voluntary Surrender(s) and other required birthparent paperwork to be filed with the Court, filing the Voluntary Surrender(s) by the birthparent(s) and other required Affidavits, with Caddo Juvenile Court, securing and filing the state and local paternity registry affidavits with the Court, securing a certified copy of the original filed birth certificate and filing such with the Court, the preparation and filing of the petition to terminate parental rights in Louisiana with the Court, the preparation and filing of the final petition of the adoption of the child with the Court, the Court costs associated with conducting legal procedures in LA to notice a birthfather, and to conduct all Court filings to lead to termination of his rights if he is or is not signing the Voluntary Surrender.   In the event a Provisional Custody by Mandate petition is required, Mr. Baker will prepare and file this document to the court as well.  In addition, the attorney will prepare and file with the Court the required Financial Affidavits and the Petition to Finalize along with any other needed court filings to affect the Finalization of the adoption.    
