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Wyoming
voter 1D

law faces
challenge

By Victoria Eavis
Casper Star-Tribune
Via Wyoming News Exchange

CASPER-Anattorney and former Democratic
statelawmaker filed suit Wednesday over Wyo-
ming’svoter ID law, arguingit violates multiple
sections of the state’s constitution. The lawsuit al-
legesthelaw, which wentinto effectlastyear, is
inconvenient and unnecessary.
“(ThevoterIDlaw) trammels the constitution-
> —— alrightessential tosuffrage both
inpassage and operation,” the
| suitstates.

Thelaw, whichrequires voters
toshow ID at the polls, was
passedinthe 2021 legislative ses-
sionand hasbeenineffect forless
o~ /| thanayear. Wyoming voters

—#= havelonghadtoshow aphotoID

whenregistering, a provision the
lawsuit does not challenge.

Thelawsuit, filed by former Democratic repre-
sentative Charles Pelkey, represents one of the
firstattemptstolegally challenge the voter ID
law on the basis of the state’s constitution.

“Thisisnotthelastcentury,” thelawsuitread.
“The government needs to show why the firstac-
ceptable photoID cannot display automatically
tothe poll workers when people vote, so voters
canbe welcomed and thanked for voting—rather
than challenged.”

Thelaw was enacted via House Bill 75, whose
primary sponsor was Rep. Chuck Gray, R-Casper.

Notably,40 members of the House of Repre-
sentatives and half of the 30-member Wyoming
Senate signed on as co-sponsors.

“This formal complaint has been filed by afor-
mer Democrat state legislator afterthe law has
already gone into effect and been utilized in mul-
tiple elections,” Gray said in a statement. “To-
day’sfilingis frivolous and demonstrates how the
radical Left wants tomakeiteasiertocheatin
elections.”

See Voter ID, page A2

Pine Bluffs wood artist to he
featured in the Smithsonian

By Will Carpenter
Wyoming Tribune Eagle

CHEYENNE-People
around town stilldon’tseemto
understand what Curt Theo-
bald does foraliving.

“It’sabigthing,andit’shard
tobelieve,” Theobald saidina
phone conversation this week
withthe Wyoming Tribune Ea-
gle. “Alotof peopleinthe com-
munity of Pine Bluffs know
that ‘Curt works with wood,’
butany more thanthat,no.It’s
hardtodescribe.

“Imadethispiece of wood.I
glued 700 pieces of wood to-
gether,and then ’m goingto
sellit for $15,000. That doesn’t
make sensein the farming and
ranching community of Pine
Bluffs.”

Restassured, there are plen-
ty of people who dounderstand
hiswork. Theylive all overthe
world, including Ireland,
France,New Zealand and Eng-
land. Butfrom May 13-April 2,
the public will be able to see his
work somewhere new—-inour
nation’s Capitol.

Theobald, acontemporary
wood artistlivingin Pine
Bluffs, recently had his 2013
artwork, titled “Eye of the
Storm,” purchased by Smith-
sonian Institute collectors
from another private collector.
Itwillnow be featuredinthe
Renwick Gallery of the Smith-
sonian American Art Museum
asapartoftheir newest show,
“This Present Moment: Craft-
ing aBetter World.”

Andthatisn’thisonly honor.

Forthe opening exhibition,
Theobald was one of 12 artists
invited to Washington, D.C., to
interact with attendees during
the showing. Out of more than
170pieces,he waschosento
representthe medium of wood-
working with his sculpture.

Married LCSD1 principal,

asst. superintendent resign

Curt Theobald works on an alabaster bowl on a lathe at his home in southeast Laramie County. Theobald is
an internationally known artist and teacher known for segmented woodturning. Photo by Michael Smith
for "Our Faces: Portraits of Laramie County” project

“There’s plenty of wood art-
iststhatthey could have select-
edfrom,” he said with alaugh.
“Did they putthenamesona
big spinning board and throw a
dartatit?”

It’salabor-intensive medi-
um, carving and sculpting
wood. Theobald spent many
yearsrunning acabinet busi-
ness, putting his skills to prac-
tical use, whichis probably
why neighbors get confused as
towhathe’s doingin the shop
allday.

But during his time running
abusiness, he waited for those
six weeks off where he could
work on his craft. It was the
thing that allowed him to ex-
press himself, after alife of

Ataglance

Curt Theobald, an internationally
known wood artist, recently had
one of his pieces purchased by the
Smithsonian American Art
Museum in Washington, D.C. Still
in awe, Theobald talks about the
background of his passion and the
piece that landed him in the most
prestigious museum in the United
States.

manual labor.

“My dad, he’sthe farmer—
our farmjustturnedintoa
century farm-and his deal s,
ifyoudon’thave three hours
of workinby eightinthe
morning, you’re aslacker,”
Theobald said.

Theobald told his dad some
years agothathe would be fly-
ing to England to teach wood-
turning.

“His question was, ‘How
much doesthatcost?’ Isaid,
‘No, dad, they’re paying for me
tocome.’ Itjust doesn’tmake
sense tosomebody thatused to
tillthe ground.”

He canthank his father for
one thing, and that’sinstilling
inhimawork ethic. What’s
kept Theobald woodturningis
the drive to solve problems and
create something new. The mo-
ments where he realizeshe
doesn’tknow how to do some-
thing are often his favorite.

See Theobald , page A2

Wanted: Your Yellowstone

memories, favorite places

Tocommemorate this year’s 150th an-
niversary of Yellowstone National Park,
the Wyoming Tribune Eagle is producing
aspecial commemorative magazine that
will beincluded as a premium for current

Yellowstone memory, as well as your
“must-see” partofthe park. Doyou have
aplaceyouhavetovisiteach timeyou
trek to the northwest corner of the state?
Tellusaboutit sowe canshareit with oth-

By Jasmine Hall
Wyoming Tribune Eagle

while his wife opted tore-
sign. Both of their depar-
tures will formally gointo
effectatthe end of the con-

At aglance
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Their letters of resigna-
tion were approved ataspe-
cial meeting April 12, where
no details were given as to
why both officially left the
district after two decades.
The administrators have
been outoftheirrespective
offices since October, and
Dave Bartlett said he will
remain “gainfully em-
ployed” until the end of
June. He opted toretire,
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“Idecidedtotakeretire-
ment,” Bartlett told the Wy-
oming Tribune Eagle.
“Leadershipisjustgoingin
adifferentdirection.”

LCSD1 Superintendent
Margaret Crespo and Assis-
tant Superintendent of Hu-
man Resources Vicki
Thompson said they were
unable toanswer whether
the couple had been on paid
administrative leave since

special meeting held April 12.
Leadership in the district, as
well as the Bartletts, gave no
details as to why the couple
left their positions after 20
years.

lastfall, or the circumstanc-
esunderwhichtheyre-
signed, because these are
personnel matters.

See Resign, page A2
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