Conversation
with VA Attorney
General

Page 11

UJC Annual
Meeting
Page5

Group
Page 17

News of the Jewish VA Peninsula Community June 2023/5783

VIRGINIA UICYP
IXNIET WINNER
Readers’ Choice @ @ @gg

Our UJCVP joins with JCCs and Federations across the country in recognizing and supporting Pride Month
and reaffirming our commitment as an agency to be welcoming to ALL members of our community!
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2023 Annual Campaign

Secure Community Fund

In recognition of CEVO's 10th
anniversary
Joan & Steve Marks

Jewish Cemetery Fund

In memory of Sara Nachman
Sherri Goodman Reveal

In memory of Joshua Solomon
Glenn Solomon

Jewish Family Services
In honor of Joan & Steve Marks’
new granddaughter
Joanne & Richard Gordon

In honor of Rabbi Norman &
Jean Golner
Joseph Schy & Family

In memory of Bina Hacohen,
Auschwitz survivor
Steve Marks

In memory of Norman Marks,
father of Steve Marks
Joanne & Richard Gordon
Martha & Tsvi Katz-Hyman
Lisa & Sam Margolin
Barbara & Neal Rosenbaum

Guy & Robin Levy Rodef
Sholom Temple Legacy

Endowment Fund
In honor of Robin & Guy Levy’s
new grandson
Joanne & Richard Gordon

In memory of Norman Marks,
father of Steve Marks
Becca & Eric Maurer

In honor of Patty & Steve
Meyerson’s daughter’s wedding
Joanne & Richard Gordon

Senior Meals Fund

In honor of Dr. Corine Hoffman,
Ari Fried & Netaliyah Fried-
Hoffman on the birth of Tabitha
Belle

Sharon & Richard Hoffman

UJC Preschool Fund

In honor of Joan & Steve Marks’
new granddaughter
Barbara & Neal Rosenbaum

In honor of Patty & Steve
Meyerson’s daughter’s wedding
Sara Traster & Dave Harriss

UJC Youth Fund

In memory of Tiger, Rhonda
Diamond'’s beloved horse
Sara Traster & Dave Harriss
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Red Cross Blood Drive
in the UJC Gym

Tuesday, June 6th
10am-3pm

Visit: ujcvp.org

to make an appointment

Check out our UJC Blog: Chai Lights?
ujevp.org/ujc=chai=lights

LB = B

NOW SHOWING
Mel Brooks Film

IR E S EEEEEREERE RN

Wednesday,
JUNE 7th

10:00am - Spaceballs
1:00pm - High Anxiety
7:00pm - The Producers*
Shacks served all day!
& *with wing

PASSPORT MEMBERS
FREE -

NON-MEMBERS ,

§6 /FILMOR 4
$10 FORALLY /&

UJCVP.ORG

to RSVP

UJCVP Executive Director Eric
Maurer and CRC Chair Jeff
Luckman pose with Governor
Youngkin and other members of
the Virginia Jewish Federation
Leadership at the ceremonial
signing into law of HB 1606, on
Monday, May 8th, which adopts
the International Holocaust
Remembrance Alliance
(IHRA) Working Definition of
Antisemitism.
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Education Corner

Director of Education e Program
Development, Carmela Malkin Kuhn
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Sarfan Early Childhood Center Pre-K Graduates
Gan (Garden) 2 Class

Gan (Garden) 1 Class

Caroline Diamond Owen Bales
Alexander Dull Hayes Chambley
Nayan Dutta John Garcia-Finn
Eliza Gruber

Asher Morris
George Norris
Zachary Presgraves
Luna Pring

Gresham Horner
Alexander Kinney
Josephine Kramer

Chiho Nakashima Macie Lucas

Riho Nakashima Ava Mastros
Macie Sparks Lucy Meyers
Edele Traster Beckett Smithson
Caleb White Asher Slezak

Desmond Wilson

Hebrew School Graduates: Lana Bargash & Netta Marziano

Thank you to our loving educators: Gavrielle Bargash, Julia Downer, Tori Dixon, Maya Yartsev,
Danile Spokony, Reece David, and Eden Marziano!
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L. 2023 Award Winner
Sarfan Early Childhood Center

Magazine

BEST 0 Best Child Development Center

Peninsula Silver Award Winner

\ Readers’ Chowe |

\ AWARDS

Camp Chaverim

Best Summer Camp
Peninsula Gold Award Winner

Thank you to everyone who voted for our amazing UJC Sarfan Center and Camp Chaverim!

LY [V
ANNUAL

MEETING 2023
Wednesday, June 14th A
7:00pm

. A\ TA
401 City Center Blvd. q

You're Invited!

Come together to celebrate the
work of the UJCVP and recognize
the critical role each of us plays in

U

Uniteq Jewish
Vi !
ommunity le?llllw"ala 2

Hebrew School graduates Netta

Marziano and Lana Bargash o .
with their certificates of building and sustaining our

completion. community.

RSVP at ujcvp.org

4
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JCC Maccabi Moment

Leading up to the Maccabi Games this summer, we O
will be featuring the teen athletes who will

be representing the UJC on Team Newport News!

NAME: Evan Schorr

AGE: 16

SCHOOL: Tabb High School
SYNAGOGUE: Temple Sinai
EVENT: Star Reporter

What are you most looking forward to at the JCC
Maccabi Games?

Trying something new - I've never participated in a
sporting event this big!

What is your favorite joke?
I’'m afraid for the calendar... it’s days are numbered!

What is one question you wish people would ask
you more?

How are you? Or, how is your day going? But mean
it.

If you could choose a new name, which one would
it be? What is your favorite kind of cuisine?

Hmmm... Jackson Boris |Senberg Italian. | like pasta carbonara.

Good luck, Evan!

-

- o O @—- Thank you to everyone who
i came to throw pies at

“ Maccabi Team NN at the UJC

- Yom Ha'atzmaut celebration!
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JCC Maccabi Moment

NAME: Sam Schorr

AGE: 14

SCHOOL: Tabb Middle School
SYNAGOGUE: Temple Sinai
SPORT: Swimming

What are you most looking forward to at the JCC
Maccabi Games?
Swimming and competing, and eating good food.

What skills do you have that you are most proud
of?

My video gaming skills (Fortnite) and | guess I'm
smart... I'm pretty smart.

What is your favorite celebratory dinner?
Carbonara pastal

What is one thing that instantly makes your day
better?

Having a lot of free time during the week or school
getting cancelled.

What is the grossest thing you would do for $100?
Kiss my dog on the lips!

Good luck, Sam!

Maccabi Moment continued on pg 10
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Help support Maccabi Team NN with
the purchase of a T-shirt

Order nowl
Shirts will be available in July,

Visit:
ujcvp.org/pagmen’rs

Questions? Email jmalkin@ujcvporg
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Presidents Message - Wendy Eisner

Anne Frank’s story is one with which we are all familiar with. We have all learned
about how she had to hide in an attic in order to avoid Nazi terror on the Jewish
people. This story always makes me sad and angry. She was curious and bright, and
yet, she never had a chance to grow up and see where her future would take her.
Her diary has been used for the purposes of education for decades. However, now !
it is being questioned whether it is appropriate for children. It has been said that it is too scary for
a child to process, or too sad. Recently, it has been questioned because of Anne’s discussions
about her changing body.

The big question now: why?

A new law has gone into effect in Virginia that relates to sexually explicit materials in books that
are used for educational purposes. Since Anne Frank discusses her changing body, her diary has
been flagged as a book with sexually explicit material.

| find this shocking and personally believe that banning books is never a good idea. Although
the story is sad and difficult to read at points, it also provides an accurate account of a young
girl’'s experience in the Holocaust. If this book is banned because it is said to have “sexually
explicit material,” then the point of Anne’s story is being missed. Students need to understand
what her life was like, how it ended, and why.
As antisemitism rises, it is my fear that more
Holocaust books will be questioned, and
potentially removed, from our educational
system. Therefore, it is more important than
ever to use our collective voice to remind
educators why this book, and others like it,
should not be banned. This is the UJCVP at
work.

Wendy
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arent / Child Swim Class
.fQ£ ages 6 months - 2 years& -~
“Join your lnhhle one in the water for

ThW‘5 J une ;261 songs, beginning water skills &
Ay water play activities!

+An aduH must be in the water ‘
with each child+

Passport Members FREE! Redister at: u 3
J jcvp.org
Non-Members - $35 / child questions? tmail Sara: straster@ujcup. org

SFri. Junef23,-

AEri. aunef308 f the paol deck during
IREIIOE Realste
FRSIuIe . A REE
D% pe

C1ass 1= 5:30-60m— None o
CIass|2 - 6-6:30DM|  Questons?
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JCC Maccabi Moment

NAME: Aliyah Stupar

AGE: 15

SCHOOL: Grafton High School
SYNAGOGUE: Rodef Sholom Temple
SPORT: Swimming

What are you most looking forward to at the JCC
Maccabi Games?

Probably meeting new friends and seeing friends
from last year.

What is the best vacation you’ve ever taken?
Going to New York! We went two years ago and saw
Broadway shows. It was a lot of fun.

A genie grants you the ability to have infinite
amounts of one item. What is it?
Puppies! (I'll share.)

What is the strangest food combination you enjoy?
French fries and mustard. | don’t know why, but
mustard instead of ketchup.

What skill would you like to learn?
| want to learn Greek. | would love to live in Greece. Good luck, Aliyah!

To learn more about Team Newport News in the JCC
Maccabi Games, please call or email Jessi Malkin
757-930-1422 | jmalkin@ujcvp.org
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Special Opportunity: Conversation with Virginia
Attorney General Jason S. Miyares

Join David Brand, Special Assistant for Outreach

in the Office of the Attorney General of Virginia,
for a conversation with the Honorable Jason S.
Miyares, Attorney General of Virginia, as he shares
takeaways from his March trip to Poland and Israel
in a statewide
conversation
online, on
Thursday, June
1st at 12:30 pm. |

The bi-
partisan trip
spearheaded
by Attorney
General
Miyares, co-
led by North
Carolina
Attorney
General Josh
Stein, included 14 attorneys general from across the
country.

The delegation visited Auschwitz with one of

the foremost Holocaust scholars in the United
States, where they discussed the historical rise of
antisemitism in the 1930s and 1940s, and how it was
able to thrive in progressive European cities.

Included in their visit to Israel, was a meeting with
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, where they learned
about the background and impact of the global
Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions (BDS) movement,
and a visit with Israeli President Isaac Herzog and
Senior Advisor to the Prime Minister, Ambassador
Ron Dermer.

The Attorney
General
returned to the
Commonwealth
with renewed
determination
to combat the
scourge of
antisemitism
through his
newly created
Antisemitism
Task Force.

Learn more about Attorney General Miyares’ trip and
how his experience will impact the fight against hate
in the Commonwealth.

FREE and open to the entire community.

Pre-registration is required. A link to join the
conversation will be provided to those registered for
the event.

To register for this program, please visit our UJC
website: ujcvp.org

June 2023 | Jewish CommunityNews 11



Thank you to our sponsors, families and community for
your particiration in our 37th 5K & 1 mile fun run!

For race results and more photos, visit:
uicvp.or/sarfan-center-5k

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS!

PLATINUM SPONSOR

TOWNE BANK

SILVER SPONSORS

Brinlh @ ZIEGLER
PERSONAL TRAINING (g trips

Associates Seting Hamplon, Roacdls aince 1969

(757)877-2054 + 15324 Warwick Blvd, 23608 » www.zieglerplumbing com

PLEEd
X:,.- \Q‘
4
A
Weccetl

/,
\

Susan & Mayver Levy BettY & ROY Lasris

BRONZE SPONSORS
ACt TT ALLERGY{*PARTNERS ﬂlAMﬂN@EﬂGE

')

consignment

Bouiaue LIG S Sfate Farm:

Fraley Insurance &
Financial Services

Lawn Care & Landscape

Asian eril Sarfan & NaChiman LLC
Joan & Steve Marks Attorneys at Law
AUO Accidents, Criminal, Traffic
Lasris, walSh and Curry LLC (757) 247-5861

FRIENDS
BAY DESIGN BROOT
CAMP

11747 JEFFERSON AVE. * SUITE 2-G.

NEWPORT NEWS,

(757) 599-6985 / (757) 599-3501 FAX
‘www perfectpawspetraining.org

perfectpansperaining 2@yahoo.com

THOSEWHO SWEATTOGETHER_STAY TOGETHER

Beth & Jack Arager
Shelly poretnoy
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(ONOR BOYD  KAMEA HENDERSON
YISHALHYMAN

PJd LiBRARY
SHARBAT STORY HouR

Meet behind the J at the camp playgound in
the UJC backyard for Shabbat stories, songs
and challah for snack time.

SATURDAY, JUNE 2¥TH - 10:30AM
FREE COMMUNITY EVENT!

- Rain or shine -

Please RSVP at ujcvp.org
Questions? Email Jessi: jmalkin@ujcvp.org

WATER AEROBICS with INSTRUGTOR STACEY PAULL

Passport Members - FREE! | Non-Members - S5 per person, per class
Meet at Glendale Pool - 53 Minton Drive
Tues. June 20th - Thurs. June 29th - Mon. July 3rd - Thurs. July 6th (6:30-7:30pm)

RSVP at ujcvp.org | Questions? Email Sara: straster@ujcvp.org
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~ June 2nd
Libby Batten
Jewish Family Services Director

June 20th
Yainaree Garcia
Sarfan Center
Perakhim Infant
Teacher

14

We’re here for YOU.

CUSTOMIZED SERVICES

Peninsula Funeral Home
understands that every religion
has meaningful traditions. We
will work with you to arrange
the religious funeral that reflects
your loved one’s beliefs and
final wishes.

ITTAKESAFAMILY-— -~ |
TO COMFORT A FAMILY ~ _

N June 28th- , June 17th
Bécka Price Linda Tompkins
SarfanCenter Nitzanim Sarfdn Center -
2-year-olds Téacher 4 Mazelfots Teacher , -
rd . S8
?g

We can help.

Call us today. 757'595 '4424
i

1 HIHE1 . -
PENINSULA 11144 Warwick Boulevard, Newport News ﬁ’é‘ﬂ

0 0
FONERALTIONE ¢ SUMSPASEEIRRSY .

S 1527

www.peninsulafuneralhome.com
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Thank you to Assaf Lowengart,
William & Mary shortstop and
member of the 2020 Israeli
Olympic baseball team, for joining
us at the UJC for a film screening
of “Israel Swings for Gold.”




Community Relations Council

Anne Frank and other Holocaust Books in the Hampton School District

On April 22,2023, The Daily Press published an article detailing how Hampton City Schools, in addition to others in
Virginia, have created lists of books found to contain “sexually explicit content” as described in Senate Bill 656, which
passed the state legislature last year. The list included a number of Holocaust related books, including The Diary of
Anne Frank, The Book Thief, Number the Stars and The Boy in the Striped Pajamas. The updated Instructional Materials
Policy requires teachers to send notices before these materials are taught, warning families that they contain
sexually explicit content and giving the option to use an alternative reading.

The UJCVP mobilized to respond and organized a delegation to attend the Hampton School Board meeting. At the
meeting, the UJCVP Vice President Steve Shapiro in his public comment asked, “What is the value of misconstruing
the content of a book? Silencing the history of the Holocaust has potentially dangerous outcomes, not to mention
the message this sends to the many minority students who attend Hampton public schools. Practices such as these
have proven to be dangerous in periods of history, such as the Holocaust, and we must learn from and about these
periods in history.”

Responding to Senate Bill 656, Shapiro shared that “each reader of the statute and its definition is different; it
appears vague on purpose, intending to isolate titles focused on certain topics. Reading is a foundational skill
critical for future learning, complex thinking, and the ability for today’s students to become active participants in
society in the future!”

The UJCVP convened a productive meeting with senior leadership from Hampton City Schools to discuss its policy
and share concerns about how it can impact Holocaust education in the school. Understanding that the district
must remain compliant with Senate Bill 656, the district recognized our concerns and committed to take the
following actions:

« The district has eliminated the rating system that categorizes books as having “mild,”“moderate,” or “explicit” sexual
content.

- The list of books containing sexual content will be removed from the Language Arts page on the website pending
a full review of the books on the list.

« This summer, the district will organize teams to review every book on the list, grading the books against a rubric
and noting the pages where sexual content is included.

« The district will create resources to support educators in implementing this new policy that discourages educators
from choosing not to use books on the list.

« The district will reconvene with the UJCVP again in the fall to review.

We applaud the school district for responding to our concern with seriousness and committing to meaningful steps
that are compliant with the legal code.

Jeff Luckman, Chair of the Community Relations Council of the UJCVP

ANNE FRANK §| wmaRkus zusak

THE

v

' THE STRIPED

"

THE DIARY

OF A

YOUNG GIRL

WITH AN INTRODUCTION BY ELEANOR ROOSEVELT

PAJAMAS
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Congregation Adath Jeshurun
401 City Center Blvd., Newport News, VA 23606

Telephone # 757-930-0820 | Website: www.ajshul.com
Rabbi Gershon Litt, 757-559-1836

Simple Strawberry Trifle

1 kosher angel food cake, torn into bite-sized pieces
3 Ibs. strawberries, washed, hulled & sliced

3 containers of kosher whipped topping

3 pkgs. of kosher strawberry gelatin

Prepare gelatin. Place in refrigerator until it begins to set
y and has the con-
sistency of egg
whites. In a large
glass bowl, make
a layer of cake
| pieces, a layer of
strawberries, a
layer of gelatin,
and a layer of
whipped topping.
Repeat for 2 more

Here’s an easy Summer Recipe. Leslie Frank’s Aunt Polly Ellenson made this every year and the family always loved
it. This is an easy version. You may need more ingredients, depending on the size of your bowl.

layers. Decorate top with sliced strawberries. Let it sitin
refrigerator for 1-2 days. Serve and enjoy!

You can change the fruit, gelatin, or pudding flavors in
any combination. A great, refreshing summer dessert!

Shabbos Candle Lighting Times:
June 2 - 8:01pm
June 9 - 8:05pm
June 16 - 8:08pm
June 23 - 8:10pm
June 30 - 8:10pm

Rabbi Litt’s Shabbos Schedule:
June 16th, July 21st

Congregation

{ Emet V'Or

Truth and Light in the Reform Tradition

Shabbat Services

Erev Shabbat services are held Friday evenings at 7:00pm
unless otherwise noted.

June 2" — Special Shabbat celebration with
Rabbi, Cantor and Music accompaniment

June 9t — Rabbi led services
June 16t — Shabbat in the Home
June 23" - Rabbi led services
June 30t - Shabbat in the Home

July 7th — Rabbi led services

All are welcome to visit! Our location:
101 Production Drive, Suite 101, Yorktown, VA 23693

Office.CEVO@gmail.com
www.emetvor.com
757-952-3737

Rabbi Scott Gurdin
Cantorial Soloist Dr. Jonathan Rathsam
Musical Accompanist Dr. Ben Corbin

Special Events & Other News

June 2" — Get your party hat on —it’'s CEVQ’s 10t
anniversary. Please join us for a special Shabbat service
with all three of our leaders — Rabbi Gurdin, Cantor
Jonathan Rathsam, and our musical accompaniment,
Ben Corbin. For planning purposes, please email Rita
Cooper at fsucalum@cox.net if you’re planning on
joining us.

June 8t — Board Meeting (Zoom)

Religious school news — If you’d like to sign your child
up for religious school starting in September, please
email us at office.CEVO@gmail.com.

n fo.me/CEVOcommunity
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RODEF SHOLOM TEMPLE

FOUNDED IN 1913 AND & MEMBER OF THE UNITED SYNAGOGUE OF CONSERVATIVE JUDAISM

We gre; Warm, welcoming and steeped in the rich traditions of Judaism,, Egalitarian and Eclectic

Living personol fewish journeys ocross a spectrum of porbticipation... Looking forwaord to seeing pou!

June Programs:
Tuesdays with Rabbi Adult Education - Tuesdays at Noon via Zoom
Rabbi Gilah Dror’s Retirement Celebration Weekend - June gth, 1oth and 11th
(Please contact the temple office or visit our website for RSVP information)

In-Person and Zoom Services

Minyan: Mondays & Thursdays @ 7:45am
Kabbalat Shabbat: Fridays @ 6:00pm
Shabbat Morning Services: Saturdays @ 9:30am

v S - == Please see our website for more information.
Contact the office for Zoom information: office@rodefsholomtemple.org

401 City Center Blvd. - Newport News, VA, 23606 - 757-826-5894 - rodefsholomtemple.org

20/30 Something Young Adult Group

Thurs. June 15th, 6-8Spm Sun. June 25th, 11am-2pm

Games & Ice Cream Young Adult Beach Day
Meet at Port Warwick for lawn games and dessert. [l Have a day of fun in the sun at Fort Monroe beach.

For more info and to RSV P, visit: ujcvp.org
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Temple Beth El of Williamsburg \&h
Celebrates our 2022-2023

B’nai Mitzvah Students

EVELYN KAMEA CONOR HENRY
RAJEC HENDERSON BOYD KAPLOW

Temple Sinai
11620 Warwick Blvd, Newport News, VA 23601
(757) 596-8352

WORSHIP SERVICES

Friday, June 2nd @ 7:30pm - Kabbalat Shabbat Service

Saturday, June 10th @ 10:00am - Religious School Shabbat Service, followed by light Kiddush luncheon
Friday, June 16th @ 7:30pm - Kabbalat Shabbat Service

Saturday, June 24th @ 10:00am - Shabbat Service for Healing, followed by light Kiddush luncheon
Friday, June 30th @ 7:30pm - Kabbalat Shabbat Service

Contact Rabbi Sokol at rabbiseverine@gmail.com or (314) 628-9196 if you are interested in attending services.

%&W Shedorm—
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GRAND
CLUB

S SUMMERTIME
af

— Farm & Freeze

Lunch & Bingo on ThurSdays Specializing in locally grown plants, produce, and
freeze-dried foods.

Visit us at the Smithfield Farmers Market:
June 10th, June 24th, July 1st - 9am-12:30pm
115 Main Street, Smithfield

XY & F &
Email Carmela: & &6\
carmela@uijcvp.org for more info or to RSVP
g N
4% (np]
$ (£5)
4 v
Vo £ 20

farmandfreeze.com | farmandfreeze@gmail.com

Lawn Care & Landscape

Mowir#; Garden Bed
(Electric Offered) Maintenance
Edging Yard Design
Bush & Branch Pressure Washing
Trimming
Gutter Cleaning
Mulch

Brian Diamond
757-329-5677
Facebook: Diamond Edge LLC
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A Brief History of Jewish Summer Camp

by Kara Baskin

For most people, camp involves tales of first crushes,
canoes, bunk beds and bug bites. We write post-
cards and letters back home. But Brandeis University
scholar Jonathan Krasner has co-authored an actual
book about camp, “Hebrew Infusion,” detailing how
summer camps adopted Hebrew, not for proficiency,
but to cement Jewish identity and attitudes in post-
war America.

As a researcher, he’s also an expert on the history of
Jewish summer camps overall, digging beneath the
fun memories to trace their ethnographic origins.
He talked to JewishBoston about how camp origi-
nated and evolved, and the role it plays in modern
childhood.

Tell me about your research and
your book, “Hebrew Infusion.”
My colleagues Sarah Bunin at
Il Hebrew Union College, Sharon

~ Avni at City College of New York
and | wrote a book that was pub-
lished last year called “Hebrew
Infusion,” which is really about
Hebrew use in Jewish summer
camps. We looked at over two
dozen summer camps across the
United States, different denomina-
tions and affiliations and different regions of the coun-
try. We did site visits to these camps, and we also did a
larger survey of the camps, including camps we didn’t
visit. It doesn’t capture every single camp, but it is sta-
tistically valid in terms of what we found.

What did you ask?

We asked questions about the kind of Hebrew they use
at their camp and what their goals were in using Hebrew
at camp. We were able to, through both the survey

and through our observation, talk a little bit about what
the purpose is and how Hebrew acts in various ways in
summer camps. I’'m a historian, so | was able to trace
the use of Hebrew in summer camp back quite a bit.

Let’s talk about the history of summer camps. When
did Jewish summer camp start getting popular, and
why did parents start sending their kids there?

In the 20th century, Jews started sending their kids to
summer camps. Also at the beginning of the 20th cen-
tury, many camps had restrictions around religion. So
Jews set up their own summer camps, because Jewish
kids weren’t really welcome at Christian summer camps.
A lot of these early camps were religious.

There were two types of summer camps set up from
the beginning. One type of summer camp was mostly
for middle-class, upper-middle-class kids. The idea was,

20 Jewish CommunityNews | June 2023

with the increase
in urbanization,
and with the :
increase in leisure
time, people were
going to the country on vacation. You could send your
kid to a camp while you go up to the mountains. In
the early 20th century, as people were becoming more
urban, they were losing touch with nature. The idea
was to introduce kids to the great outdoors and to a
wholesome environment, and to get them out of the
city for the summer. So that was one group of people
who started going to summer camp. The other people
who were going to summer camp were children of
immigrants.

Tell me about that.

In the early 20th century, there were a lot of Jewish im-
migrants, along with a flood of other immigrants from
Europe, and a lot of them lived in very congested parts
of cities. There were philanthropic agencies that started
sending those kids off to summer camp for a few weeks,
in order to, again, expose them to the great outdoors, to
Americanize them, to give them the opportunity to eat
wholesome food. So that was really how it started—the
middle-class track and the immigrant track.

What happened next?
By the 1920s, there was a recognition that Jewish
_ camps, just
like non-Jewish
camps, could
19 also be used
for educational
# and ideologi-
4 cal purposes,
Wi so you began
, to have Zion-
W ist summer
= camps, you

i Y .- began to have
JeW|sh culture camps and you began to have camps that
were Yiddish-speaking. So that was the next stage in
the development of camping, and more people started
sending their kids to camps. But it really didn’t explode
in popularity until after World War Il, as Jews were
becoming more middle class and had more disposable
income.
They began sending their kids to camps in larger num-
bers. And that was really the time when the Conserva-
tive movement opened up their Ramah camps, and the
Reform movement opened up the URJ camps and a lot
of federations and JCCs [opened camps]. Some of those
federation camps, by the way, date to the beginning of
the 20th century. Some of them started out as camps




for philanthropic purposes for those immigrant kids | was talking about. But
then, camping had really become mostly a middle-class endeavor, and it really
wasn’t so much a philanthropic thing anymore, even though some offered
scholarships for needy kids. But, really, it wasn’t noblesse oblige anymore.

It really wasn’t until the 1990s when Jews began to be very concerned about
our continuity and about assimilation. There was a notorious population study
that was done in 1990 that showed a 52% intermarriage rate. There was a
certain amount of —I don’t think it’s too strong a word—hysteria in the Jewish
community about survival. | think people were really looking for magic bullets
that were going to ensure Jewish survival. People knew from the data that, if
you send your kids to day school, there were good outcomes in terms of Jewish
continuity.

But the problem with a Jewish school education is it’s really expensive. It was
an attempt to try to look at other kinds of settings that could also move the
dial on Jewish continuity. People began to look at summer camps, along with
Israel trips and other kinds of experiences, as potential interventions that could
positively affect Jewish identity.

What’s an important takeaway for people who are looking at camps this year,
especially in terms of your book?

We were able to document that there were a lot of camps that use various
amounts of Hebrew in the day-to-day life of camp. And one of the things that
is documented through my historical research is that there was actually a time,
around when the State of Israel was created, when there were a number of
camps that for ideological reasons really wanted to teach kids the Hebrew lan-
guage so they could be proficient in Hebrew. What we found and what parents
might be surprised about is that the vast majority of Jewish camps today that
use Hebrew are not really interested in proficiency. They’re not really interest-
ed in the kids being fluent Hebrew speakers when they come home.

What are they interested in?

They’re interested in promoting positive association with the Hebrew lan-
guage, with the State of Israel, with Jewish ritual, and also they’re interested in
making camp fun. And one way of making anything fun, if you’ve ever belonged
to a secret society, or if you ever belonged to a club when you were younger,

[is that] people have secret handshakes or secret languages. Hebrew kind of
performs in that way at camp. It’s like an insider language that people use; it’s a
way of inducting kids into camp life and the world of camp.

What would you say to parents who are on the fence about sending their kids
to camp?

First of all, | would say that Jewish summer camps are one of the most posi-
tive, joyful places where Jewish kids can live their Judaism and be around other
Jewish kids. The environment is much
more permissive—the great outdoors,
fewer rules. It doesn’t feel like a school
environment. It’s a way of acculturat-
ing kids or socializing kids into Jewish
life, but not in a formal classroom
environment.
| would also say that there’s a great vari-
ety of Jewish camps out there, to choose %
from, and there’s bound to be a camp
that speaks to your particular interests. : :
| also think that, if you care about Judaism, and |f you're interested in promot-
ing positive associations with Judaism in your kids, send them to a place where
chances are they’re having a good time.

Full article can be found at:
https://www.jewishboston.com/read/a-brief-history-of-jewish-summer-camp/

June 2023 | Jewish

Adult Picku
Basketbal

Saturdays @ 7:00pm
in the UJC Gym

All experience levels
welcome!

For more info, text Eric:
617-780-2916
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Art made with love
(and a little humor)

etsy.com/shop/
DelDoodleDesigns

For 10% off your order
use coupon code:
DOODLUV
at checkout!

Sara Traster
deldoodledesigns@gmail.com




Y

Hal?clle
S with§p

Will your child be away

Ca Fé at camp this summer?
Let Jessi WMalkin know.

She would
vour child

love +o send
some swail mail

while they're away!

Email;

jmalkine

WEVP.org

Glendale Pool will be closing early (at 4pm) on
Thurs. Jung 22nd for a swim meet. Go Gators
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Glendale Pool Events
Sat. 6/10 - Midnight Swim, 8-10pm
Sat. 7/1 - July 4th Cookout
Sun. 7/9 - Bingo, 2-3pm

Visit ujcvp.org for Glendale summer
pool hours.

Don’t miss out on Summer Fun
with the J!
Get your UJC Passport membership today to
take advantage of all our summer programs and
events, including access to Glendale Pool!

22
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Visit ujcvp.org/passport-membership
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PENINSULA
FARMERS'
MARKET

\ Every Thursday at the UJCYP Vb yown favonite vendow today

401 City Center Boulevard Wb”“; o beautiful Market

ISLSNAC
River Organics
Breezy Hill Meadworks
SouplLove Va Beach

from 10a-2p

Allen's Farm
Big Daddy's BarBQ
Blissful Bath LLC

Cousin Butterfly e
G&S Apiary Glow Holistic
Claudia Moore's Homemade ~ SUPer Lo.Cal Food
Dog Treats & Accessories Project
Hunger LLC Versability with
Kathi's Clam Chowder Able Acres
Liliana's Produce Casa de Proa
Linda's Goat Soap & Pasta Bloodys by Buz
Oberweis Dairy Smittys All American Cuisine

UJCVP Pearl Society Fennario Coffee Roasters

Nl
Summer
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The Sarfan €arly Childhood center wil be cloSéd

Monday. june 19th throudh Friday. june 23rd.
summer session begins on Monday. June 2éth.
d b 60 & & 6 dbaadbda
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Newport News, VA 23606

757-930-1422
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UJ CVP Commumly June 2023 Calendar

Thursday, June 1,2023
10:45am - Grand Club/Bingo
12:30pm - Conversation
with VA Attorney General

Saturday, June 3, 2023
11am - Glendale Pool
7pm - Adult Pickup Basketball

Sunday, June g, 2023
1pm - Glendale Pool

Tuesday, June 6, 2023
10am-3pm - Blood Drive

Wednesday, June 7, 2023
Mel Brooks Film Fest:
10am - Spaceballs

1pm - High Anxiety

7pm - The Producers

Thursday, June 8,2023
10:45am - Grand Club/Bingo

Saturday, June 10, 2023
11am - Glendale Pool
8pm - Glendale Midnight Swim

Sunday, June 11, 2023
1pm - Glendale Pool

Monday, June 12, 2023
1pm - Glendale Pool

Tuesday, June 13, 2023
11am - Glendale Pool

Wednesday, June 14, 2023
11am - Glendale Pool
7pm - UJC Annual Meeting

Thursday, June 15, 2023
10:45am - Grand Club/Bingo
11am - Glendale Pool

6pm - 20/30 Group
Get-Together

Friday, June 16, 2023
11am - Glendale Pool

Saturday, June 17,2023
11am - Glendale Pool
7pm - Adult Pickup Basketball

Sunday, June 18, 2023
11am - Glendale Pool

Monday, June 19, 2023
SARFAN CENTER CLOSED
1pm - Glendale Pool

Tuesday, June 20, 2023
SARFAN CENTER CLOSED
11am - Glendale Pool
6:30pm - Water Aerobics

Wednesday, June 21,2023
UJC CLOSED

SARFAN CENTER CLOSED
11am - Glendale Pool

Thursday, June 22,2023
SARFAN CENTER CLOSED
10:45am - Grand Club/Bingo
11am - Glendale Pool

(Pool closing at 4pm)

Friday, June 23,2023

SARFAN CENTER CLOSED

11am - Glendale Pool

5:30pm -Preschool Swim Class 1
6pm - Preschool Swim Class 2

Non-Profit
Organization
.8 Postage
PATD
Mewport News, VA
Permit No.10

Saturday, June 24, 2023
10:30am - PJ Library Shabbat
Story Hour

11am - Glendale Pool

7pm - Adult Pickup Basketball

Sunday, June 25,2023
11am - 20/30 Group Beach Day
1pm - Glendale Pool

Monday, June 26, 2023

FIRST DAY OF CAMP CHAVERIM
FIRST DAY OF SARFAN SUMMER
1pm - Glendale Pool

Tuesday, June 27, 2023
11am - Glendale Pool

Wednesday, June 28, 2023
11am - Glendale Pool

Thursday, June 29, 2023
10:45am - Grand Club/Bingo
11am - Glendale Pool
5:30pm - Parent/

Child Swim Class

6:30pm - Water Aerobics

Friday, June 30,2023

11am - Glendale Pool

5:30pm -Preschool Swim Class 1
6pm - Preschool Swim Class 2



