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“My plan has always been to
go into engineering and
London was my first choice
of university. I settled in
well in my first year with
halls of residence just north
of Hyde Park. It was a good
chance to make connections
and start a social life. Other
than that, I joined a club for
those interested in rail
transport. I also took up
archery, as well as enjoymg
my studies.

But once the pandemic
hit, the college was closed,
and we did everything
remotely. The social aspect -
deteriorated; it was hard to
see friends, who mostly left
London, while I was able to
stay. My main internship
was cancelled too so I had to
find alternative ways to
keep my personal
development going.

My first move was to start
a website design business
with a friend and became a
student ambassador for

- ProPrep, which provides
supplementary course study
materials for Stem students.
Although I had lost my
chance to do formal
experience, I also did some
work for an engineering
company on residential
housing projectsand
generally tried to stay busy
I'm aware that the more
varied my skill set the

- better, and I have used
this time to explore ,
opportunities that are not

standard, so there have been
positives in what’s
happened. Followmg the
ban of social gathermgs
between more than six

peODIe student unions are
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Jade Low, 20, is about to start his
third year studying civil engineering
at Imperial College London

less keen for in-person
events and have advised
clubs and societies not to
plan in-person ones.

| However, my club is

working hard with our
student union to organise
in-person opportunities in
smaller groups.

This latest announcement
has certainly caused
confusion. Some of my
peers are deciding not to
return to uni and some have
regretted signing for
student houses.

T'm optimistic
that this can be an
opportunity to
manage our

time better’

Personally I’'m still
optimistic that this canbe
‘an opportunity to readjust
how we interact with others

and manage our time better. |

It is also important to stay
happy and motivated (and
not switch off) by keeping a
healthy balance between
work, study, exercise,

. hobbies and development.

For first years, I can see
‘there will be challenges like
getting to know people this

| term. I'd suggest talking to

the year above for advice. Be
‘ready to work hard and not
fall behind. And make sure
you also have a supportive
bubble in case we do
lockdown again. It’s the
human contact that keeps

-
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