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RED CHOICE & GREEN CHOICE
TIPS & TRICKS

There are a TON of green and red choice cards
included. Use only the ones that best fit your
student(s) or class. For example, if spitting is not a
problem don't use spitting. Each year I use different
green and red choice cards. 1 even change Them over
the year as my class grows, changes, and/or new
students join my class.

Using Too many green & red choice cards will
overwhelm students. You want students to easily
remember what green choices they can make. If you
have too many they will not be able To remember
them.

Introduce the green & red choice board during circle
time or a class meeting. This way you can have an
open discussion about Them. Students can ask
questions and Talk about them.

Introduce the choices a handful at a time, not all at
once. Explain The choices in concrete terms to the
students so they will understand what the choice is,
what it looks, and what it sounds like.




RED CHOICE & GREEN CHOICE POSTERS

To Make: Print the choice cards, headers, and
glue/Velcro To laminated green and red construction
paper/poster board. I use Velcro so I can easily
change out The choice cards when needed. 1 can also
pull Them off to redirect a student when needed.

Big/Class Poster: Post the green & red choice poster in
your classroom all year long. Put it in a place where
students can use Them as a Tool To help them make a
green choice. I keep my green & red choice poster at
students’ level in my circle area. Teacher and students
can use the poster as a visual reference/reminder all
year long

Individual Posters: They can be used o create small
boards for individual students.

Green Choices

Pocket of Preschool




UTILIZING CLASS MEETINGS

Class Meetings are a great way to infroduce the green
and red choice board, practice or act out making
green choices, Talk/reflect about green and red
choices more in detail, and celebrate students’
successesl!

WHY? Don't forget to have class meetings and/or
discussions about WHY they should make green
choicesl

Class meetings are a fabulous way 1o build a
classroom communityl

If there is a reoccurring problem in your classroom
have a class meeting to talk about The red choices
students are making and what green choices They

could make instead.

What happens when they or their friends are not
making a green choice? It is a good thing to talk
about what they can do when their friend isn't making
a green choice. For example, what if their friend is
using mean words to another friend. Should They say
something To Them, should They get a teacher, or
should They ignore them?

Pocket of Preschool



PRACTICE, PRACTICE, PRACTICE

Provide MANY opportunities for students to practice
making good choices. At the beginning of the year,
throughout the year as problems arise, and after

breaks.

Prompts: Giving verbadl, visual, and/or physical prompts
or cues can help a student make a green choice. “1
see your friend is watching you play. Try asking him to
play with you.”

Model, Model, Model: Model making green choices with
staff and students. Talk out loud when you are
modeling. “My friend is sitting next to me and we are
both exploring the shells. I need To make a green
choice and share the shells with her”

Verbal Praise: Commment and praise students who are
solving problems. Be specific with your praise. “Great
job waiting for your turn.” Cheer them onl

Practice with Puppets: Use puppets to practice green
choices. Have students act out each green choice with
puppets. Give students simple language they can use.
Research tells us to have students practice what they
SHOULD do. You can act out a red choice but only
have students act out GREEN CHOICES

Pocket of Preschool



I CAN MAKE GREEN CHOICES SONG

Singing is a fun and active way To practice the problem
making green choices. Sing the song To the tune of
“Mary had a Little Lamb”. If you have puppets you

can use Them for this songl Puppets just make it
more funl It also allows Them to be someone else and
some students will be more verbadl if they can pretend
to be someone else. Research tells us not to have
students practice making red choices. Only have
students practice making choices you WANT them to
makel
At The end of each verse, students can act out the

green choice (with or without puppets). »

Song
I can make green choices, green
choices, green choices. I can make
green choices. Let me show you how.
Maybe I can wait, wait, wait. Maybe 1
can wait. Let me show you how.
(Students pretend to wait)

I can make green choices, green
choices, green choices. I can make
green choices. Let me show you how.
Maybe I can use my words, use my
words, use my words. Maybe I can
use my words. Let me show you how.
(Students turn and tell their Friend
something like “Can I have a crayon?”)

Pocket of Preschool



GREEN CHOICES SONG

I can make green choices,
green choices, green choices.
I can make green choices.
Let me show you how.

Maybe I can war

- wait, wait

show you

Maybe 1 can wait. Let me

now.

(Students pretend to wait)

(sing using other green choices)




USING CHILDREN'S LITERATURE,

Most books have characters interacting with each oTher‘
Use This as an opportunity to talk about making
green/red choices. Students will be able to relate to The
characters in the book. It gives them examples of what
to do or what not o do.

Before, during and after you read, talk about how the
character(s) are making green/red choices. It may be the
focus of my lesson or I may just touch on it for a few
nminutes. Use Those teachable moments that come up as
you are reading!

Have students give a thumbs up when a character makes
green choice and a thumbs down when They make a red
choice.

If a character is making a red choice, Talk about what
the characters could do instead Students LOVE telling
you what someone is doing wrong so use it as a Teaching
strategy when you read.

If you do This often, students will be thinking about how

they characters act as you read on their ownl They will

shout out if a character is making a red choice and tell
you what they could do instead without promptingl

The next three pages are some of my favorite books 1
use in my classroom throughout the year that are abouts
character

Pocket of Preschoal
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Read themed and seasonal books throughout the year 1o reteach and

review Green and Red Choices as nheeded.
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GREEN CHOICE NECKLACES

Make a green choice hecklace and wear it in your
classroom! Print the cards, cut apart, hole punch, put
on a book ring, and attach to a lanyard. You can
support students' good choices without having To go
to where they are posted. Just show the picture
cards as a visual on your necklace.

Ask the child, “What green choice are you going to
make?”. Flip each choice card and talk with the
student, or the student can Tell you if That green
choice will work for the situation.

Choice necklaces can also be created for individual
students o wear

Pocket of Preschool




SMALL I cdn make work hard
GREEN Jreen
CHOICE choices]
CARDS
use my
words

gentle hands

calm body
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MORE SMALL
GREEN
CHOICE
CARDS

kind words

sit criss cross

keep my hands
¢ feet to myself

use materials
safely

\/

throw my
trash away

Pocket of Preschool



MORE SMALL answer the put my
GREEN o,uestion || things away
CHOICE )
CARDS

learn at

raise my
hand

look at the
speaker

00)

follow
directions
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SMALL
RED CHOICE
CARDS

not follow
directions

mean words

®

not sit
Criss cross

take
everything

take others’

leave things
oh the floor

_ e
s

CeAJoN;

out of
control body

I
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MORE SMALL
RED CHOICE
CARDS

color the make someone
furniture sad
V“Qﬂ
fi
be a bully laugh at
someone
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invade others’

MORE SMALL
RED CHOICE
CARDS
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I cdn mdke MEDIUM
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p. 18-23

follow
directions

use my words play with




gentle hands

dive hugs

calm body

ask others

‘Do you
Il want to |




sit criss cross

keep my hands

¢ feet to myself
TR

take turns
Y




share clean up

use materials throw my
safely trash away

\/

do my best answer the
| o,uestion

?




put my things

learn at group

raise my hand

use walking
feet




be a friend

look at the
speaker

OO

work hard




MEDIUM

RED CHOICE CARDS
(6 To a page)
0. 24-27

nhot follow
directions

mean words

not sit
Criss cross

take
everything




take others’
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leave things
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out of control
body
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GREEN CHOICE BOOK

Make a green choice class book or individual student
booksl Use all The pages or just the pages that match
the green choice cards you are using on your postenr

You can read the book during class meetings or read
the book for circle time.

Put the blackline copy in a center. The center activity
can be To make their own Green Choices book.

If individual students are struggling To make green
choices, make a copy of the book and send it AT HOME
with them. They can read AT HOME with their family

about green choices. This is a fun way to strengthen
the home school connection.

Keep the book in your classroom library ALL YEAR
LONG! Students can read and reread The book to
themselves or a friend throughout the year

Pocket of Preschool
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PARENT INTRODUCTION NOTES

Send home the Green & Red Choices parent note to strengthen
the home school connection and help parents understand what
green and red choices are.

3 Notes are Included:

« Basic Green & Red Choices Note
o Green & Red Choices Note WITH behavior charts included
o Green & Red Choices Note WITH sticker charts included

There is ALSO an editable Green & Red Choices Notel Just edit The text
as you wishl You will heed to open the file in PowerPoint if you would like
to edit it Directions are on the first page.

0
z @1

Families,

T'm so excited to share our behavior

management system with youl We use Green

and Red Cholcesin cur classroom. It s a

positive approach to behavior and a universal

suppert for all studentsin the classroom to

teach students the expected behaviors,

the choices we want students to make such as listen, use kind words,
and have a calm body. Greenls a symbol for go, keep goingandred is a
symbol for stop.

USING POSITIVE LANGUAGE GOES A LONG WAY! It builds a caring
commurity where students feel loved and safe so they are able o
learn and growd

We will be teaching green choices (aka expected behaviors) through
books and activities all year long. Making green choices is HARDI Each
behavioris paired with a visual support. We have a Green and Red
Choices Chart for visual support in our classroom.

Green and red choices focus on the choice rather than the child I a
child makes a red choice, a teacher or another student may point it
out quietly or simply ask If that’s a green cholice The child canchange:
‘their behavior and make a green choice.
Tr7 USIY POSTHYE, 9reeh ChoiCe I0NGUds ok Home
Say Instead of
+ Walking feet + Norunning
+  Inside voice. + No vyelling
Hands to yourself « No pushing
Let's work as a team. +  Stop fighting about it
Use Kind words. + Stopsaying mean things
Puf it in the frash/recyclecan. + Stop throwing it on the ground
Can you share or trade? + Don't take the toy.
Is that a green choice? +  Why are you doing that?!
You look upset. CanI help you? + Stop the tantrum

Ul

ThOny. (Ol £0r Ol 1OUlr helP dnd SUPPOrt

Familes,

T'm so excifed 1o share our behavior
managemment systern with you We use Green and
Red Cholces In our classroom. It is a positive
approach o behavior and a universdl support For
all students in the classroom fo feach students

cholces we want students 1o make
caim body. Green is a symbol for

ch as listen, use kind words, and have @
ep going ond red Is a symbol for stop

USING POSTTIVE LANGUAGE GOES A LONG WAY! Tt builds @ caring community
where students feel loved and safe so they dre dble o learn and grow

‘e wil be teaching green choices (aka expected behaviors) through bocks
and activities all year long Making green choices is HARD! Each behavior is
paired with a visual support We have a Green and Red Choices Chart For
visual support in our classroom

Green and red choices focus on the choice rather than the child IF a child
makes a red choice, a feacher or another student may point it out quietty
or simply ask iF that’s a green choice. The: child can change their behavior
and make a green choice

We will use Green and Red Choice behavior charts in our classroom. Look for|
Hhose coming home s @ way to communicate with your dbout your chikls

Tt USING POSHIVE, 9reel ChoiCe IONPUdgs o Hory
Say Instead of
+  Walking Feet. + Norunning
+  Inside voice. + No vyelling
« Hands to yourself + No pushing
+ Let'swork asa team +  Stop Fighting about it
«  Use kind words, + Stop saying mean things
+ Putitinthe frash/recyclecan. + Stop throwing it on the ground|
+ Canyou share or frade? + Don't take the toy.
« Isthat a greenchoice? « Why are you doing that?!
+ Youlock upset CanI help you? + Stopthe tantrum.
Thalnr. 1oul For dl

[Oulf

; with sticker charts
amiles,

T'm so excifed 1o share our behavior
managemment systern with you We use Green and
Red Cholces In our classroom. It is a positive
approach o behavior and a universdl support For
all students in the classroom fo feach students

cholces we want students 1o maoke such as Isten, use kind words, and have @
calm body. Green is a symbol for go, keep going and red s a symbol for stop

USING POSTTIVE LANGUAGE GOES A LONG WAY! Tt builds @ caring community
where students feel loved and safe so they dre dble o learn and grow

‘e wil be teaching green choices (aka expected behaviors) through bocks
and activities all year long Making green choices is HARD! Each behavior is
paired with a visual support We have a Green and Red Choices Chart For
visual support in our classroom

Green and red choices focus on the choice rather than the child IF a child
makes a red choice, a feacher or another student may point it out quietty
or simply ask iF that’s a green choice. The: child can change their behavior
and make a green choice

We will use sticker chartsin our classroor. When we see your child
making a green choice they will be given a sticker as a reinforcer. When
the chart is Full it will be sent home.

o Oy FEET L
¢ lolg) &t s

S, Ireen CholCe Jinguicd

Say Instead of

+  Walking Feet. + Norunning

+  Inside voice. No yelling.

« Hands to yourself + No pushing

+ Let'swork asa team +  Stop Fighting about it

«  Use kind words, + Stop saying mean things

+ Putitinthe frash/recyclecan. + Stop throwing it on the ground

Tt Usi

Can you shdre or trade? Don't take the toy.
Is that a greenchoice? Why are vyou doing that?l
You look upset. Can I help you? Stop the tantrum

ThONE. 10Ul FOr dll 1OUr KElP and SUPPOrt!

Pocket of Preschool




GIréen & réd @h@ @@S

Families,

I'm so excited To share our behavior
management system with youl We use Green
and Red Choices in our classroom. It is a
positive approach To behavior and a universal
support for all students in the classroom to
teach students The expected behaviors.

Green choices are good behaviors, worded in a posmve way They are
the choices we want students to make such as listen, use kind words,
and have a cdlm body. Green is a symbol for go, keep going and red is a
symbol for stop.

USING POSITIVE LANGUAGE GOES A LONG WAY! It builds a caring
community where students feel loved and safe so they are dble To
learn and grow!

We will be teaching green choices (aka expected behaviors) through
books and activities all year long. Making green choices is HARD! Each
behavior is paired with a visual support. We have a Green and Red
Choices Chart for visudl support in our classroom.

Green and red choices focus on the choice rather than The child. If a
child makes a red choice, a teacher or another student may point it
out quietly or simply ask if that's a green choice. The child can change
their behavior and make a green choice.

Ty Using PosHive, 9reern Choice langudde o Home
Say .. InsTead oF
«  Walking feet: « No running.
« Inside voice. « No velling.
« Hands o yourself « No pushing.
« Let’s work as a team. « Stop fighting about it.
« Use kind words. « Stop saying mean things.
o Putitinthe trash/recycle can. « Stop throwing it on the ground.
« Can you share or trade? « Don't take the toy.
« Is that a green choice? «  Why are you doing That™!
« You look upset. Can I help you? « Stop the tantrum.

Thalny. roul for dil 1our helP dnd SUPPOr!
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Green, g, [ed ChoICES

with behavior charts
Families,

I'm so excited to share our behavior
management system with youl We use Green and
Red Choices in our classroom. It is a positive
approach to behavior and a universal support for
all students in the classroom to teach students
the expected behaviors.

Green choices are good behaviors, worded in a positive wayThe\/ r‘e the
choices we want students to make such as listen, use kind words, and have a
cdlm body. Green is a symbol for go, keep going and red is a symbol for stop.

USING POSITIVE LANGUAGE GOES A LONG WAY! It builds a caring community
where students feel loved and safe so they are dble To learn and grow!

We will be Teaching green choices (aka expected behaviors) through books
and activities all year long. Making green choices is HARD! Each behavior is
paired with a visudl support. We have a Green and Red Choices Chart for
visudl support in our classroom.

Green and red choices focus on the choice rather than the child. If a child
makes a red choice, a teacher or another student may point it out quietly
or simply ask if that's a green choice. The child can change their behavior
and make a green choice.

We will use Green and Red Choice behavior charts in our classroom. Look for
those coming home as a way to communicate with your about your child's

day.
Ty Using PosHive, 9reern Choice langudde o Home
Say .. InsTead oF
«  Walking feet: « No running.
« Inside voice. « No velling.
« Hands o yourself « No pushing.
« Let’s work as a team. « Stop fighting about it.
« Use kind words. « Stop saying mean things.
o Putitinthe trash/recycle can. « Stop throwing it on the ground.
« Can you share or trade? « Don't take the toy.
« Is that a green choice? «  Why are you doing That™!
« You look upset. Can I help you? « Stop the tantrum.

Thalny. roul for dil 1our helP dnd SUPPOr!
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Green 2 [ed ChoICes

with sticker charts
Families,

I'm so excited to share our behavior
management system with youl We use Green and
Red Choices in our classroom. It is a positive
approach to behavior and a universal support for
all students in the classroom to teach students
the expected behaviors.

Green choices are good behaviors, worded in a positive wayThe\/ r‘e the
choices we want students to make such as listen, use kind words, and have a
cdlm body. Green is a symbol for go, keep going and red is a symbol for stop.

USING POSITIVE LANGUAGE GOES A LONG WAY! It builds a caring community
where students feel loved and safe so they are dble To learn and grow!

We will be Teaching green choices (aka expected behaviors) through books
and activities all year long. Making green choices is HARD! Each behavior is
paired with a visudl support. We have a Green and Red Choices Chart for
visudl support in our classroom.

Green and red choices focus on the choice rather than the child. If a child
makes a red choice, a teacher or another student may point it out quietly
or simply ask if that's a green choice. The child can change their behavior
and make a green choice.

We will use sticker charts in our classroom. When we see your child
making a green choice they will be given a sticker as a reinforcer. When
the chart is full it will be sent home.

Try using PosiiVve, 9reern ChoiCe 1dndudde O HorMe

Say .. Instead of ..

«  Walking feet: « No running.

« Inside voice. « No velling.

« Hands o yourself « No pushing.

« Let’s work as a team. « Stop fighting about it.

« Use kind words. « Stop saying mean things.

o Putitinthe trash/recycle can. « Stop throwing it on the ground.
« Can you share or trade? « Don't take the toy.

« Is that a green choice? «  Why are you doing That™!

« You look upset. Can I help you? « Stop the tantrum.

Thalny. roul for dil 1our helP dnd SUPPOr!

POCKET OF PRESCHOOL




POSITIVE NOTES HOME

Positive Notes Home are a great way to increase the home school
connection, build a caring classroom community, and develop
positive relationships with your students and their families. For
nmore fun, copy the notes on green paper! Get it..green choices
note on green paper!

Send positive hotes home when you see students making a green
choice. It's easy. Just copy and cuft.

Shout Outs: Instead of giving the student the note right after
they make a green choice, save them unftil The end of the day for
“shout outs”. At the end of the day do your “shout outs” or
read all The positive notes to celebrate students making green
choices! My class LOVES shout outs. 1 love seeing a smile on a
student’s face when they are given a compliment. It is a great
way To end the day on a positive notel

Adding Student “Shout Outs”™: To add a student component to
your “shout outs”, have students give a “shout out” to a friend
that they saw making a green choice. It is a great way for
students to point out something positive dbout their friends!

Pocket of Preschool
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STICKER CHARTS

Many of you have been asking how I reward students who
make green choices. I mostly use positive verbal praise and
high fives.

However some Kids need external motivation, so I created a
few sticker charts for you to usel Kids LOVE stickers, right?
And they are cheapl You can put them on your supply list or
wish list at back To school. If you heed to buy stickers check
out the Target Dollar Spot, Michaels dollar areaq, or the Dollar
Tree.

There are two designs and three different sizes o choose
fFroml

Printing Tip: You guessed it..green choices chart on green
paper!

=If you need less boxes, cut The sticker chart in The middle
right under the Top ten frame.

% iﬁiﬁ%ﬁﬁ
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BEHAVIOR CHARTS

Many of you have been asking if I could create a communication
system to increase the communication about a child's behavior
between school and home. So here it isl

Daily, weekly, and monthly behavior charts are a way for you to
communicate with parents about a child’s behavior. You pick if you
want To use daily, weekly, or monthly behavior charts. You can use this
with your whole class OR just with individual students.

How it works: At the end of the day you or your students color the
thumb/Face green if they have made mostly green choices and red if
they have made mostly red choices. Make any notes you heed to at
the bottom of the page/day. It can be placed in their home folders or
notebooks if you use that system in your classroom.

*There are two monthly charts. One is for a 4 week month and the
other is for a 5 week month.

*You can do a weekly chart even if your students don't come 5 days a
week. Print The weekly chart WITHOUT the days of the week on the
side column. Simply cut off the days you don't need.

Pocket of Preschool
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If T made green choices, The happy
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choices, The sad face is colored red.
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My Day

If I made green choices, the Thumbs up
is colored green. If I made red choices,
the thumbs down is colored red.
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If I made green choices, The thumbs up is colored green.
If T made red choices, the thumbs down is colored red.
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for purchasing or downloading
this item from my TPT store

POCKC+ Of PrréSChoOl!

Any comments or questions please emai me at
pocketofpreschool@gmailcom

Please click the button in the store to “Follow” me and SAVE!
ALL N€W Produc+s are 50z« off for +h€ first+

TCr‘m 24 hours af+€r I POoS+ +hEmn!

*+This product is for ONE teacher only.**
You may NOT share this with colleagues, your entire grade, or
school/district without purchasing the proper number of licenses.
By purchasing and/or downloading this electronic file, you agree to the use
as follows for personal use/single classroom use only. You can purchase
additiondl licenses of all my products. Go on TPT, go To “my purchases”,
and click “buy additiondl licenses”. Please contact me regarding pricing
information on a site/school wide license.

NO part of this document may be distributed, posted on the internet,
copied, edited, resold, or posted o a any type of shared drive. ALL
contents of this document are under copyright protection including all

text, graphics, content, and fonts. Thank you for respecting my hard
work as well as the hard work of the artists whose work helped create
this product:

LE+'S CONNECH rollow me For Freebies, giveaways, updates, tips,
tricks, and to see my products in action!

BIog Pin+€reés+ FACCbOOK TPT  INS+AIram

Thank you so much to the following designers for all Their
fonts and gr‘aphlcsl i

Littheds | | (@
CLIP ART

* ic]jpsi



http://www.pocketofpreschool.com/
https://www.pinterest.com/pocketpreschool/
https://www.facebook.com/pocketofpreschool/
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Pocket-Of-Preschool
https://instagram.com/pocketofpreschool/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Pocket-Of-Preschool
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