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1.

CREATIVITY

Accenture Song | Sustainability Studio 08.30

HARNESSING

FOR CHANGE
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1.

We are on a mission to 
make sustainability 
irresistible, meaningful, 
and actionable.
  For everyone

Researchers

Strategists

Innovators

Creatives

Designers

Accenture Song | Sustainability Studio
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1.

Corporate sustainability  momentum  is building…  

Accenture Global 2000 Companies

Have publicly-stated  net-zero targets  , up from 27% in 2021

34%

Accenture, 2022. Accelerating global companies toward net zero by 2050. 
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1.

… but corporate  action  is trailing.

Accenture Global 2000 Companies

Have publicly-stated net-zero targets and are  on track to meet them

<3%

Accenture, 2022. Accelerating global companies toward net zero by 2050. 
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1.

5

VLADIMIR ASTAPKOVICH/SPUTNIK/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES

Of CEOs are dealing 
with 10 or more 
global challenges to 
their business

93%

Sustainability risks and opportunities
 dominate the CEO agenda

98%
Of CEOs are stepping 
up as advocates for 
sustainability

Of CEOs are upskilling 
and reskilling their 
workforces to meet 
emerging needs of 
sustainability

74%47%
Of CEOs state that 
building responsible 
supply chains is part 
of their strategy

Accenture & UNGC, 2023. The 12th United Nations Global Compact-Accenture CEO Study
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1.

But critically, a
limiting belief 
impedes progress.

58%
of global executives 
view sustainability as 

being locked in 
conflict with growth 

Accenture, 2023.Accelerating sustainable 
transformation: Dispelling old myths to seize new value
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1.

Subtle Shifts
That render the limiting
belief  a myth

3
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1.

Lead
with 
purpose BRAND 

PURPOSE

H3

Audience 
Motivator C

Audience 
Motivator A

Audience 
Motivator B

PURPOSE

A 
Future 
Business 
Reality A

B 
Future
Business
Reality B

C 
Future
Business
Reality C

Strategic 
Initiatives & 
Priorities

Time 
Horizons 
into the 
future

H1

H2

H3

01 02 03
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1.

BRAND 
PURPOSE

Audience 
Motivator C

Audience 
Motivator A

Audience 
Motivator B

High-quality 
journalism

Always in 
pursuit of 

truth
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1.

Make 
sustainability 
human

01 02 03
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1.

Forge 
unusual 
alliances

01 02 03

+ 
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1.

Businesses collaborate 
to build new systems

Functions collaborate 
to solve hard problems

The Insight
The team went deep with consumers. 
They went into their homes, spending 
time across the day and evening with 
people to really understand how 
CHRGV@RGHMF©ȯS©HM©SGDHQ©DUDQXC@X©KHUDR©
Through this engagement, they learned 
that a key reason dishwashers go 
unused: GUILT. Consumers believed 
that dishwashers were not only more 
expensive than washing dishes by 
hand, but that they also used a lot 
more water and energy. 

The real insight came to the team in 
learning that washing dishes by hand 
uses far more resources: In the U.S. 
dishwashers use 80% less water4, and 
8 dishes is all it takes to save water 
UR©G@MCV@RGHMFå©

Visual: 24 Gallons (w/11 minutes of handwashing) vs 
4 Gallons (per 1 dishwasher cycle) in an EnergyStar dishwasher
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1.

To harness 
creativity, we must 
value creativity

Accenture Song |  Sustainability Studio
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1. Imagine what

we might do




