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10 years
10 challenges

1 ocean

Change humanity’s relationship 
with the ocean

ABOUT
THE

DECADE  



ABOUT COLC  
Est. 2018

COLC operates as an independent national 
project office with an administrative home at 

Ocean Networks Canada at the 
University of Victoria.

Community-Established Mandate
Catalyze collaborative momentum, relationships, 

coordinated action

Advocate for regional/community organizations at a 
national level

Co-identify and co-design ocean literacy research

Contribute to international ocean literacy efforts





Research Questions:

1. What is the current understanding and 
state of ocean literacy in Canada?

2. What are the current strengths and 
barriers of ocean literacy in Canada?

3. What are the key recommendations to 
advance ocean literacy in Canada? 

Understanding 
Ocean Literacy 
in Canada Study 

2019-2020 



Canada-wide Engagement



Study 
Outputs

● National Report

● Canadian Ocean Literacy 
Survey Highlights Report

● Media/Social Media 
Scan: Highlights Report

● Youth and Ocean Literacy 
in Canada: Highlights 
Report

● 5 regional reports

● 5 regional artists’ reports

● 4 regional Asset Map 
Tables 



     Determining Baseline



A Canadian Ocean Literacy Strategy

Launched March 16, 2021 

GOALS



Where are We Now:
Strategy Implementation Phase

Purpose:
● Regional and national momentum 
● Common language & coordinated action 
● Tracking & measuring impact 

Assess & Update Strategy & 
Implementation Plan – late 2024 

(2025-2030) 

(April 1, 2021 – late 2024)



Action Projects 

Ocean Culture & Celebration OL Research & International 
Collaboration

Ocean Education & Training







Canada's Ocean Decade Community of Champions
A clean ocean – 

Ocean Wise
A productive ocean 

– Kent Smedbol

An accessible 
ocean – CIDCO

A healthy and resilient 
ocean – Paul Snelgrove

A safe ocean – 
Jackie Dawson

A predicted ocean – 
Tula Foundation

An inspiring and engaging 
ocean - Diz Glithero



Workshop #1: July 7 ➔ Building and mapping community 
➔ Taking stock of current OLR  



July 7, 2021 - first Workshop at Decade Laboratory
● Build & map community; stock take of OLR
● Output #1 - Survey #1 - StoryMap - 132 

members)
● Output #2 - OLR definition (working)
● Output #3 - Workshop summary report

Aug-Sept, 2021
● Survey #2 - co-identify research gaps & 

priorities

Nov 23, 2021 - second Workshop (webinar)
● Output #1 - 4 research areas
● Output #2 - Survey #3 - organizing teams, 

actions

April 27, 2022 - third Workshop
● Research team action plan 
● Existing research initiative success story 

OLRC Work 
to date

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/collections/355c1375140e46febb2cd87646b51278?item=1




Measuring OL

Identified Research Priority Areas  

OLR & Climate 
Change

Cross-cutting: Justice, Equality, Diversity and Inclusivity

OL as a policy 
tool

OL and 
Sustainable 

Blue Economy




