Grace Devotion Week of April 14, 2024

Now on that same day rwo of them were gomg toa wllage called Emmaus, about seven miles from
Jerusalem, *and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. > While they were talking
and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them,

ISbut their eyes were kept from recognizing him. Luke 24:13-16
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I have always admired the painting in our church’s downstairs parlor. It depicts Christ,
and the two companions as they travel from Jerusalem to Emmaus. The serenity of the
foliage against the dirt path has always given me a sense of mystery and peace. I often say, it
is one of the reasons I choose to enter seminary. Since childhood, I have wondered why
these two followers did not recognize their friend and teacher they had followed so closely.
Our 21st century commission, in this chaotic world we live in, is to recognize Christ in
everyone we encounter. Through us, Jesus’ ministry, love and peace continue.

I am reminded of a time from Kara and I ventured to the local grocery store. At one
point while traversing the aisles, I noticed a frail middle-aged woman pushing an almost
empty cart. | encountered her again before we headed to check out. As I began placing our
groceries on the conveyor belt, I noticed the same woman was standing in front of us at the
register. Quietly I gave my credit card to the cashier who smiled, swiped it and handed it
back to me without the woman noticing. She repeatedly swiped her own card to pay and it
would not work. She apologized to the cashier and said she could not get her card to work.
The young woman behind the register told that her bill was already paid. The woman argued
that she did not complete the transaction, “How could it be paid?” The cashier looked at me
and said that I had paid her bill. The woman asked if she could hug me, and cried on my
jacket a bit, and left in tears. 1’d love to say I do this regularly, but in truth, there was just
something that moved me that day.

Food is an important way Jesus connected with others throughout the Gospel of Luke.
In the Emmaus encounter it is two disciples who pay it forward and invite an interesting
stranger to share their table. The point of the story at this juncture is that Jesus, although
crucified, is alive and continues to show up and share life. Extravagant hospitality is
limitless, it does not need to take place around the table. Life transforming realities can
happen anywhere at any time. | encourage every one of us to find a way to be Christ for
another and then keep doing that as many times and in as many ways as possible. How will
you share the resurrected Christ?

Blessings, Pastor Fred

Prayer: Gracious God, give us the ability to see your Son and Savior in others. Amen.
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Doing the hard cleanup work

But he knows where I am going. And when he tests me, I will come out as
pure as gold —Job 23:10

A man named Ed was sitting out in his backyard one day and he began to
notice the poor condition of his wooden fence. Most of it was sun-bleached
gray, and the parts that were close to the sprinkler heads had a good layer
of mildew. But Ed didn’t think much of it.

Some time passed, and Ed’s neighbor bought a new pressure washer, which he used to
clean his own fence. Ed saw that his neighbor’s fence looked just like new, so he asked him
if he could to borrow the tool to spray his fence as well.

After several hours of spraying, Ed’s fence looked good as new too. But he didn’t stop there.
He also used it on the eaves of his house, his brick, and his backyard deck. It all looked so
good!

Very often in our lives, God has to address areas of disrepair - attitudes and actions which
have grown moldy and ugly without us even noticing. And in doing so, He has to apply
pressure, which is sometimes painful.

But when we have a willing heart and open our lives to God, He will wash away the dirt and
the grime. It might take some pressure, but it will lead us to a more joyful, fulfilled,
and God-honoring life!

Prayer Challenge

Ask God to show you attitudes and actions in your life that have fallen into disrepair. Hand
those over to Him.

Questions for thought

Ask God to show you attitudes and actions in your life that have fallen into disrepair. Hand
those over to Him.

How might God want to deal with those negative actions and attitudes?

https://www.seniorlivingministries.org/2024/03/doing-the-hard-cleanup-work-3/
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Name:

Distress Gracious Prayer Honor
Suffer Shame Love Apart

Godly Commune Sacrifices Safety

Psalm 4 Date. _



