Grace Devotion Week of April 7, 2024

Psalm 133
'How very good and pleasant it is when kindred live together in unity!
’It is like the precious oil on the head, running down upon the beard, on the beard of Aaron,
running down over the collar of his robes.
3It is like the dew of Hermon, which falls on the mountains of Zion. For there
the Lord ordained his blessing, life forevermore.
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Last Sunday, the empty tomb cast light on the most joyous celebration in the Christian
year. What a tough act to follow. What can possibly be said in response to the text our entire
faith is based upon; “Because He lives, we live also!” I chose to focus on Psalm 133 because
it offers us a path forward from the Garden. Jesus’ resurrection leads to a resurrection for our
entire Christian community. We need to live together in unity!

Living peacefully seems a daunting task. Yet the ancient Psalmist provides two
examples of such living, anointing with oil and the morning dew, both gifts from God. In the
ancient world, oil poured out onto someone was a sign of blessing and hospitality. Such oil
was often strongly perfumed and therefore signaled to anyone within nose-shot that an
extravagant moment of blessing was taking place. God chose this act to be the one that the
prophets would perform to designate God’s anointed one, the king of Israel. Likewise, dew
was associated with blessing and restoration. It was something God gave in the mysterious
early morning hours before sunrise, like manna in the wilderness.

Living the way Jesus and the early disciples lived was a radical witness and challenge
to the social mores of the day. Worldly possessions only got in the way of sharing God’s
love and grace. “Things” were for meeting needs and need trumped greed. So, how do we
live in the unity Psalm 133 depicts? Let’s go to the motto of the United Church of Christ
taken from the Gospel of John; “I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those
who will believe in me through their word, *’that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in
me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent

pes

me.
Blessings, Pastor Fred

Prayer: Unite us as one, graceful God, and send out to care for your world together. Amen.
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Blessed to Believe
“Blessed are those who have not seen and yet believe.” John 20: 29

We live in times of skepticism,
Of doubt and disbelief.
We see life through a broken prism,
Distorted by our grief,

And just like Thomas, we mistrust
What we have not observed.
True faith is built on solid trust,
Submission unreserved.

Such faith demands no evidence,
No proof that can be measured;
Demands no pay or recompense,
But is a trust that’s treasured.
Faith is just one ingredient
In life’s sweet recipe,
Where effort is not vainly spent
To doubt what we can’t see.

We do not see the air we breathe
Or light waves of the day,

Yet still we know and do believe
The life they bring our way.
Thus, even more, let’s trust the Lord,
Believe, put doubts to rest,
And then with faith we are assured
That we will be so blessed. Patti Miller




Struggling with thankfulness

Always be joyful. Never stop praying. Be thankful in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for
you who belong to Christ Jesus.—1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

Scottish minister Alexander Whyte was known for his uplifting
prayers in the pulpit. That’s because he always found something for
which to be grateful. One Sunday morning the weather was so gloomy
that one church member thought to himself, “Certainly the preacher
won't think of anything for which to thank the Lord on a wretched day
like this.”

Much to his surprise, however, Whyte began by praying, “We thank
Thee, O God, that it is not always like this!”

Tough circumstances often make giving thanks a real challenge. And today, on a day when
thankfulness is in so much focus, people around our nation and our world are experiencing
unspeakable pain. So how, then, can we fulfill the mandate laid out in today’s Scripture?
While our situation might make it difficult to give thanks to God, one thing we must always
remember is that God is good. And because of that, we have confidence in tough times that
it won’t always be like this. A better day is coming.

When that becomes your hope, thankfulness is a natural response. So give thanks today
not because of your circumstances, but because you have a God who loves you and
gives you hope for better days ahead!

Prayer Challenge

Ask God to give you encouragement and hope on days when it’s hard to be thankful.

Questions for thought

As you pause to give thanks today, where are you struggling and waiting for God to come
through?

How does the hope of a better day ahead make you feel?

https://www.seniorlivingministries.org/2024/02/struggling-with-thankfulness-5/



John 20:19-31
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