Dec. 1, 2023

Greeting to all . . .
Blessings to you and your family. Another year is almost gone and some of us would like it to slow down a bit. But the upside to this is that we are closer to the time when Jesus will be coming for us. I firmly believe we are some place in the end times. Look around, major prophecies’ have been fulfilled. We now have had wars, and rumors of wars, Israel is a nation and I can go on and on but that subject is for another day.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Today BSL is about the “Temple Mount”. Not when or where the 3rd Temple will be build but “Who owns the Temple Mount today? The article you are about to read was written last year and it still is “the legal and political status of the sacred compound until this day”. At the end of the article, I wrote a paragraph why I believe “the legal and political status reason” is for today.    


So, let’s get started.

Your Brother in Christ, Tony Gonzalez
1 Peter 3:15
but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect,









Who Owns the Temple Mount?
Bible Scripture Letter #43

By David Lazarus |  Apr 25, 2022

Events over the past few weeks surrounding the Temple Mount in Jerusalem have brought into focus the Muslim Waqf and its claim to ownership over the holy site.
What is the Waqf, and what is the source of its demand to retain exclusive guardianship over the Temple Mount?
Waqf in Arabic refers to a piece of real estate held in trust and dedicated to religious or charitable purposes. According to Sharia Law, once a property is designated as Waqf, there can be no possibility of transfer of ownership, not through inheritance, sale or otherwise. Waqf properties are exempt from taxes, past or present, and any accumulated debts are cancelled. Over the centuries, Christians and Jews living in some Islamic lands were allowed to designate churches and synagogues as Waqf in order to avoid paying taxes.
The Temple Mount was first defined as Waqf immediately after the Mamalukes took control of the city. Over time, Waqf authorities designated numerous properties around Jerusalem. In the 13th century, under the rule of Sultan Baibars of the Mamluk dynasty, Waqf authorities were given military forces to protect the holy sites. In this way, they succeeded in neutralizing any secular government intervention in Temple Mount affairs.
This was the status of the Temple Mount during the period of the Ottoman Empire, and though there were tensions between the religious and secular authorities, the Waqf managed to retain its position and powers as overseers of the site. As a result, and because of the central role religion plays in Islamic lands, the head of the Waqf authorities became the most powerful man in Jerusalem.
When the British occupied the Land, and the Jewish population grew, the Waqf lost much of its power. The British Mandate setup a modern municipality in Jerusalem under the authority of a secular mayor. And while the Waqf was allowed to maintain some of its properties, especially the Temple Mount, much of its authority in the city waned. After the 1948 War of Independence, an agreement was signed to transfer the Temple Mount to the Waqf of Jordan, and this is the legal and political status of the sacred compound until this day, a situation that has enmeshed Jordan in the latest skirmishes on the Mount.
After the 1967 Six Day War, during which the Temple Mount was captured, Israel did not take advantage of the situation. Moshe Dayan, who served as Minister of Defense at the time, returned rule over the site to the Jordanian Waqf.
The far-ranging history and authority of the Waqf over the Temple Mount has created a complicated political, religious and legal situation for modern Israel. Today, the Waqf retains jurisdiction in Jerusalem only over the Temple Mount, and, according to signed agreements, all of its activities are supposed to be coordinated with the government of Israel. Yet, the government of Israel remains silent as the Waqf prevents Jews from praying on the Temple Mount, the holiest site on earth for Jews. When Israeli police removed the metal detectors put up to prevent weapons from being carried up onto the Mount after a recent shooting incident in which two Israeli officers were killed, Muslims around the world celebrated yet another Israeli capitulation to Islamic authority over the site.
Many believe that a decision by Israel to retake control of the Temple Mount will ignite a regional war that could lead to a third world war. Whether or not that would happen, it is clear from Scripture that the day is coming when, “I will shake heaven and earth, and I will shake all nations, and they shall come to the Desire of All Nations, and I will fill this Temple with glory,’ says the Lord of Hosts.” Haggai 2:6-7. And, “I will bring them to my holy mountain of Jerusalem and will fill them with joy in my house of prayer. Because my Temple will be called a house of prayer for all nations.” Isaiah 56:7.
Source : https://www.israeltoday.co.il/read/who-owns-the-temple-mount/

My thoughts
	I and probably many of you thought the “Temple Mount” was owned and ruled by Israel. Not until listening to a Christian program on radio, the program host said otherwise. The host just gave a flat statement about the ownership and continued on with his program. I was totally surprise about his statement and did my own research. I located this article and discover the radio host was right. 
	On page 2, bottom paragraph of this article, “Moshe Dayan, returned rule over the site to the Jordanian Waqf”. My question WHY? For the first time in many thousand of years, Israel finally had full control of all Jerusalem and he gave the “Temple Mount” back to Jordan. After my research, I realize why it was given back and this is my own opinion why Moshe Dayan gave control back to Jordan and it’s as simple as this. 
	If Moshe Dayan had not given the “Temple Mount” back to Jordan, the Jews would have their “3rd Temple”	today. Yes, there would be a problem with the Muslim having to share the same site but the answer to this would take another one or two pages to explain. Gods plan is always correct. The “3rd Temple” will exist sometime in the Tribulation period but for sure by the middle of the Tribulation per Daniel 9:27 and Matthew 24:15.   
You might have your own conclusion and I would like to hear from you.  

Thank you and may Our Lord always be in/with you and your family. Have a wonderful
“Merry Christmas & a Happy New Year” 
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