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Director’s Note

The Complete Works of William Shakespeare (Abridged) is
a modern classic of theater parody. Originally written and
performed in 1987 by Adam Long, Daniel Singer, and Jess
Winfield, the play’s plot (if one can say it has one)
involves a troupe of actor’s attempting to perform all of
William Shakespeare’ plays in comically shortened or
merged form. Typically, the actors use their real names
and play themselves rather than specific characters.

The version we are performing takes advantage of the
denerous leeway provided to make modifications. The
actors themselves helped write this version that expanded
the cast from 3 to 9 and localized the humor to our
context. A few jokes from the 80s didn’t land anymore.

To borrow from Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night'’s
Dream: “If we shadows have offended, Think but this, and
all is mended: That you have but slumbered here, While
these visions did appear...” Don’t take it too seriously.
Shakespeare wrote for everyone and I hope that everyone
can find something to enjoy in our version of (Abridged).
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