De Luz Home of the Smallest Post Office

Notes on P. 0, =

Service as early as 1582, First collection was
at a big ocak tree (down now) near De Luz Creek
on the back road to the McManus place. Everybody
picked up his own.

From the early 1890's to 1900 the mail service
was at the W. W. Wilmot adobe (Click("

Fred Orvis was the first postmaster.

The Reagans had mail service downstairs in

the two-story house (hotel).

Then a bldg. was built by Mr. Leslie and Louie
Garnsey in 1914 and Louie was the postmaster

in his yard for 16 years.

The P. O, was moved to the Alexander place for

8 yre., with Tiffany as postmaster. In 1938

it was moved to the Homer McDowell nlace across
from school for over a year, with Tiffany as p.m.
Then it was moved across from the bunpgalow near
the two-story house, with Tiffany as p.m.

Chloe Baxter was the postmistress until the p. o.
was closed in 1955.

Gramp Day carried the mail many years in the early
days, using a buggy and his horse Vanda,

During the 1930's and on Chas. Jave and Jack
Gulihur carried the mail.
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The only real village in the world (I am quite sure it
is the smallest village and certainly the most restricted in
all dimensions) is in California, 11 miles north of Fallbrook,

And it is readily reached by motﬂr car.
We were browsing about the countryside in a Graham

Cavalier sedan from Ralph Hamlin Motors, bent on esczp-
ing traffic congestion, and prepared to log a serene tour.
Thus we found ourselves heading from Hemet for Temecula

via Winchester, and on
stretch only €:zzountered a car
every half hour, which was fair
enough, what?

But after— [ea\nng Fallbrook.
headed rather northwesterly; we
found ourselves at De Luz. The
VEry name i 1!_{,l]1.IIlDl.E3 The pla.m

It,é'mmernl;r a -pottoffice ,/;,‘;d
Walter Tiffany; the postmaster,
told ‘us ‘Ripley had made the
place: ous by dubbing it the
smallest postolfice in the v.orld
in mumber of people served
it, there being only twentgy=six|
familles occupying about twenty- |
dve miles of surrgunding country.
SERENE SPOT
“We didn't learn why Mr. Tif-|

fany had isclated himself at De |
Luz, but a wvery good reason in-

serene, peaceful, non-earsplitting |
ife In a beautiful place.
.The zostoffice structure itself

.‘5 very small, being onlv Elght-
i feet square, and surely must be

the most complete of its size in
the world. It iz mo mere mail
box. Mr. Tiffany conducts a

| Full-fledged business in it, though
pe does mot have the equipment

handie international money or-
ders to Czechoslovakia and such
places. But no postmaster-gen-
eral at Washington ever took
more pride in the postal service
than the De Luz postmaster does
in carrying out his duties to the
“dotted " .and “crossed [ A

deed would be the wish for a|

thist s

TODAY'’S
~ MOTORLOGUE

"IN BRIEF

DESTINATION — “Browsin -
the back country” to Fallbroo::
and De Luz.

L ROUTE—Los Angeles to Po-
1I'ﬂl.l\tla. Ontario, Mira Riv-
| erside, San Jacinto, Hemet, Win-
rcha:ter Temecula, l'-‘al]hrmk and
i De Luz. Return route via Elsi-
| more and Corona between Temes-
| uls and Mira Loma.

| DRIVING TIH'E—E:];M. ta ter
| hours.

DISTANCE — 270 ml.l-es, plu«
short side trips.

ROAD .CONDI IﬂN’S—H.I.gh—
wars to and from Falbrook.
Dirt road beyond Fallbrook.
| SCOUT CAR—Grmham Cavalier
Six sedan from Ralph Ifamlin
Motors, Southern California dis-
tributor. -

railway  superintendent and
among other things he did was
to amalgamate the street car
companies of Oakland into the
Key Route system under “Borax”
Smith. .

Perhaps one reason he is at
De Luz is t]la.t land lherenbout;

2B
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gures are not yet available 23
3 the effect. Statistics for the
ther states, however, zhow &
ubstantial gain in gasoline con-
umption over the previous year
x°  to tax incroases. .

4__ar the higher rates becam
ffective the gain was reducsd
n Delaware and practically
wiped out in Pennsyvania and
yew York Meanwhile consump-
iion in the remainder of the
sountry gained approximately

tion in consumption and
& greatar amount

in Pennsylvania gascline con=
sumption dropped 967 per cent
as a result of the higher tax;
New York lost 8.6 per cent; and
Delaware 3.2 per cent.

«yyhile the immediate effect
ntlnmﬂnemtncmselatn
increass the revenua from
_motor fuel,” the Teport states,
“ayasion, boot-legging, In-
ereasad administrative
ficulties and cosis, snd ths

npatural restriction of motor
vehicle use, all comblne o re-
duce revenues.” '

CARS MUST
_I'OP FULLY FOR

SCHOOL B US

Comparatively few mntorists
kmow the school bus law rratect=
ing children. The Public Safety
Department of the Automobile
CluIﬁnf Sputhern Californla of-

~t5 reminder:

iTomobile drivers elther
me=ting or overtaking a sciool
Bus halted on any highway out-
side of & busi: 73 OF resldence
district fo load =7 unload pit=
pils must come fo 3 full siop
and then proceed not faster
then ten miles an hour for &
reasonabls distance.”

Visitors May View

i e e

Valley of Fire

Visitors to Boulder Dam may
take an interesting side trip to
the Boulder Dam Valley of Fire
State Park, recently set aside by
Nevada.

The can be reached via
. 8. 91 to Glendale, which is

rty-nine miles northeast of Las

_agas, then State Route No. 12
Logandale and Overton
to the Valley of Fire.

HE PUSHES THE
And 5000 Tires Go ‘Round

Ponfiac
the Rotating Tire

i R e o
BIG VALVE DOWN
and "Round Every Dry at the

Plant Where Carl
Mounting Machine

Rodman Is Operator of

{Continued From Fage One)

heavy run-offs, the settlers just
have to stay home because they
can't get across either De Luz
ereek (which is otherwise ford-
able with ease) or the Santa Mar-
garita River, with its last of Cal-
ifornia’s old-time plank roads.

Thera it is; the pygmy post-
office In an immense back-coun-
try valley through which flows
the De Luz, jolning the Santa
Margarita not far from O'Nells
Lzke. The live oaks, cotton-
woods, eucalyptus and ironwood
grow so thickly in places that the
vegetation has the appearance,
in demsity, of a tropical jungle.

That is all there is to the vil-
lage—the postofiice and twenty-
six families scattered for miles.
For their groceries, gasoline, etc.,
the twenty-six go to Fallbrook,
for there is no sLOTE in De Luz

DE LUZ CRADLES
RURAL CHARM

® Luz: it st=vs as it first was.,”

‘ finish them yeu shy from the

The vicinity of De Luz has a
r_harmunkmwtuotherregions.

for it iz 5 perfect refuge for those
wha wish to forget the world and |
by the world be forgotten. It is
as quiet as a Trappist mMonas-
tery. There is nothing to do but
loalk, = Is nowhere to go but
the 8-by-3 postoffice, and no on2
to talk to except Postmaster
Tiffany, and sometimes, mnatu-
rally, he does mot want to talk

From De Luz to Fallbro2k is
o eleven miles, yet when you
lively life you facs. A half dozen
church steeples invite you to
theological contentions, but there
are no movie theaters. Here
thera is a Chamber af Tammerce,
which, happily, does not include
De Luz in its efforts to bring
stacks of tourists and Midwest-
ern culture. And there isa good

There is not a lot for zals, though
you might buy 2 hundred acres,
or MoTe.
of Commerce, NO
Nothing but p2ace and gulet.-
However, Lee Garnsey used to
come to Los Angeles often and
act as a booster for De Luz, but
most happily he failed to start a

barber shop.

boom.

There Is an oak tree on an
jsland in the river about which
Harry Garnsey used to play when
he was 4 years old. In £he flood
=f 1824, which washed out the
Santa Fe Raibwoy in Temecula
Canydn (In those years there was
no coast line railway to San
Diego from Los Angeles; the line
b fnland by way of Temecula
and Fallbrook and thence down
to Falibrook Junction), a whole
train was left stranded in the
bed of the river. But the cak
tree managed to hold enough
earth about its roots to maintain
jtself ever since. y

Harry Garnsey, polnting to
it, sald: “The tree has never

grown since; it’s just llke De

There is no Ctmrnbefl

little hotel where you can eat

d slesta.

Incidentally, let me tell any and
all philatelists who may read this
that Postmaster Tiffany has the
world's record for the neatest and
plainest cancellation of stamps.
Requests for his cancellations
ecome from all over the world in
great numbers, and Mr. Tiffany,
every day in every way, lives up
to his record

A final request, if Tmay: Plea=e
d.on’tn]ltrs'tnvisitDeLuzat
the sar-2 time.

Pontize Chosen

by FE_IEEd Pilot|

Boris Serglevsky, pilot of the
Sikorsky S-43, world's fastest
commercial amphibear, has
c¢hosen a Pontiac touring
for his personal car, it was
learned yesterday.

' shifted until all tracks have been

510 SaAuspe se= weo-a -
not stop so suddenly as to cause
colllsion by following vehicle.

TURN SIGNALS
6. Signal
and further insure safety by
looking to see whether a vehicle
is approaching from the rear.
Wait before pulling out from the
curb until making such observa-
tion. Again, remember that the
ap g vehicie may not be
under control. ‘
7. Always keep both hands on
steering wheel and eyes on the
road ahead while driving. Look
behind before backing.

8. Stop before crossing all rail-
roads and after carefully looking
in both directions and listening,

before making a turn,

proceed only If it is safe beyond
any possible doubt and then pro-
ceed in low gear, gears not being

clearad.

g, When stopping on highway, |
pull as far off hard surface as
road conditions permit and where
the stop is prolonged, see that the
rear of vehicle is adeguately pro-
tected.

10. Do not operate at excessive
speed at any time. AL curves,
blind erossings, crests of hills, In
fog or

wherever “he view is eur=|

tailed, reduce speed sSo as to be
able to stop within the digtance
of tlear vision.

FORDS
WIN TROPIIES

ABROAD

Competing with the mest cost-
ly and powerful Eurcpean and
Amerlcan makes, it was revcaled
here today that Ford V-8 motor
cars this year won both major
trophies of the annual Monte
Carlo Rally for which they could
be entered—the Monte Carlo
Rally Trophy and the Ladies’
Cup, for cars of unlimited power.

Out of approximately 100 cars
entered in the Rally, which is
considersd the greatest ur-
ance test in European motordom,
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23 were Ford V-8's.

The winner of the trophy and
50,000 francs was 1. Zamfirescu,
a Rumanian Ford V-8B owner,
who covered the most difflcult
route of 2403 miles from Athens
+a Monte Carlo. )

The Ladies’ Cup was won for

sedan | the second successive year by

Madame M. J. Marinavitch of
Paris, France, who started from

A holder of many records in
Sikorsky flyinz boats, the fa-
mous pilot took delivery from a
Connecticut dealer.

l

1l’a.‘nerntm.'u. Italy.

Tallinn, Estonia, this time and
covered 2486 miles. Last year
Mme. Marinovitch started from
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DeLuz Post Office

By MAIE ELLIS

DeLuz is located in the moun.
tainous northern section of San
Diego County, south of the
southern edge of Riverside
County, It Is not a town but a
cluster of ranches lying con-
tentedly In a long high' valley
with Innumerable beautiful oak
trees watered b crystal clear
cool streams running all the
¥ear around from the surround.
ing towering mountains.

‘2l Legend has it that before
postal service was estabilshed
in DeLuz, any resident going to
the village of Fallbrook, brought

8 back all mail for the Deluz

| ranchers and placed it In a
large hollow of an Immense
ok tree. It was then picked
up from there,

In 1882 postal service vas
maintained by any ones of sev-
eral ranchers who became post.
master in his own home. Qne
of these early Postmasters was

8 Fred Orvis, living on what is

g now called the Stoner place,

% Driving up the DeLuz Road to-

% day, one may see the remain:

of the house still standing, a

Bell rock fireplace with fts tall stone

i qchimney sturdily resisting the
o clements,

The original house built by
Gramp Day and the post office.




" village of Fallbrook, brought |
vack all mall for the DeLuz
ranchers and placed it in a
large hollow of an immense
oak tree. It was then picked
up from there.

In 1882 postal service was
maintained by any one of s2v-
eral ranchers who became post
master in his own home. One
of these early Postmasters was
Fred Orvis, living on what Is
now called the Stoner place.
Driving up the DeLuz Road to-
day, one may see the remains
of the house still standing, a
rock fireplace with its tall stone
chimney sturdily resisting the
elements.

In 1909 a Mrs. Regan rented
the old hotel-site ranch and
camped thers with her family.
In 1910 she bought the 80 acre
ranch and remodelled the old
two-story hotel building. She
bullt an outside stairway with

a tinv room underneath it om

e

ONE MAN POST

o AU ERTRS

OFFICE — In 1914

—

this

ehl-foot

S L
by eight-foot post office

was consiructed by L. J. Garnsey who became the first DeLuz postmaster. The

office remained open
- slot marked “Letters”
double-sized mail boxes.

the ground floor. This little
room became another “home’
post office with Mrs. Regan
postmaster. Across the DelLuz

Road from her little post office
is thy spot where later the, as
yet. unborn™; little DeLuz post
office building would sit out its
iinal days in U. 5. Government
work.

In 1914 the eight foot by eight
foot post office building was
constructed by rancher L. J.
Garnsey on his place under the
beautiful spreading oaks. Garn-
sey was the [irst postmaster to
serve In this small building;
and the carrier, fondly known
to all as “gramp™ Day, con-
tinued hauling the DeLuz mail
from Fallbrook.

BUILDING MOVED

In 1916 Mrs. Regan sold her
ranch to Mrs. Alexander, own-
er of the Hotel Alexandria in
Loz Angeles, and her brother
Mr. Tiffany operated the ranch.
In 1930 Tiffany as new post-
master bought the little build-
ing from L. J. Garnsey and
moved It to the wide spot be-
side the road opposite the old
hotel site previously mentioned.

In 1528 Mrs. Alexander sold
to Dr. Samuel Wilson, but Mr.
Tiffany obtained permissinn
from Homer C. McDowell to
move his postoffice there across
the road from the lovely schocl
house.

In 1939 he sold the building
to the new postmaster,
Baxter, who had the much-
travelled building re-settled in
its previous spot. Hehe Mrs.
Baxter served as postmas

and in service until 1954. Ca the door of the office is a
and on the side of the building are 33 small and one

ter from 1939 to 1954 or 1955.
Thus ended 40 or 41 years of
faithful service by the little
post office bullding. The Deluz
territory became part of the
Fallbrook postal area, and is
presently served by ome of sev-
eral rural routes from Fall-
brook.
BECOMES A TOOL SHED
Mrs. Baxter wanted her little
building on her ranch upon a
the Garnsey ranch
it could not make
so0 it became the
who

ex-post office tool shed. It may
be seen there today with a slot
in the door labelled LETTERS
and on its right side still equip.
ped completely with its triple
rows of regulation metal mail
boxes: 33 small and one double-
sized. The boxes are filled|
from the inside, but the doors.
are ouside and handy for
“dawn to dark"” working ran-
chers. :
Now as to its closing date;
some say 1954, but Mrs. Felix
Garnsey has a copy of a San
Diego newspaper printed July,
20, 1964 carrying an article and
pictures, with a caption’'DeLuz
Post Office Closed But Is No
Dead Letter”, The article states
that the post office closed in|




‘ Atleftisﬂxe&mnesMcManus}mmeinDeluz, Luz School, one of the few remaining one room
* “which boasts two stories and an attic. It was built schools still in use. It had 12 stucents last year,
in 1853 as a hotel and stage stop. In center isDe expects seven or eight in Septernber. At right is -

LAND NCW $2,000 AN ACRE -

De Luz Post Office Closed,
Butf Town's No Dead Letter

By SYD LOVE hasnschao!hutmtlstm‘e_ilmthe smallest in the,in Riverside County. :
hgﬂlﬁﬂemhamhﬂaﬂmmﬂwhnmtumummmmlgk De Luz School, a one room,
ittle place. necessarily to prosper — WnlesS|apnrovimately i structure boasting a good crop
It is a good spot to live. ~~ |you unnih:lalpiulhﬂ'peuple?m':m :h&;tmmdg ivy, healthy trees mmﬂ,
And 2 lot of fascinating things|seem interested in buying nowa-| . E, W boxes 3C-|.roen lawn, is across the street
of varying magnitude have hap-|days. cessible from the outside. from the McDowell home. The,
pened here. Just south of the Riverside| Today the post office build-{community’s 8 residents pro-
&meu!ﬂmfolksnahﬂﬂyﬂmtylﬂre,nemvmyb&ingaﬂsm the property vided 12 students last year, For
werecm:enmdwbenthepnstginsllmﬂesnnrghwutnfhﬂ- another next i

:
;s

; year, seven of eight are
office was closed. mk,mpu&gsﬂedmupﬁréw&ﬁn,mﬂahﬁmmﬂ
. Road—a climbing, winding strip|si Toad as traveler| «
BCRETIRERCS GRIbSS Savement that takes the mo-|arrives from Fallbrook. When g 1o ot e gt

of
“A lot of people thought Deliorict through sycamores gaks|in service the post office was
Luz would die when the pﬂr!lmdmumwmdsandmmmmtbesmtmmmeuc-

%E‘
:

office was closed,” Homer Me-| ariati -
O el cxplained. “But, let me| o v of chaparral. NS Y James McManus and his wife,
tell you, just the opposite has NATION'S SMALLEST VALUE DOUBLED Barbara, live in the two-story|

happened. The Post Office Department “Instead of dying when ﬂlehumemmile'luward}‘all-
DeLuIisSanDiaguCnuntjr'snpenﬁdilsstaﬂmheminlm.pmtdﬁmm'ﬂm.Delmbm:k from the school. The
porthernmost outpost. It is a| When, for eConomic nam,gﬂmwufewihfhaammwmwashﬂtmlaﬂasa
community but not a fown. Ititv-'asc}uﬁedinFehruar‘y,tﬁ,menlnfanngreﬂnﬂﬂ:withthehulelaudstagesmp,Bndnﬂis

i wmnmmmucummmd a re-
ligious retreat they operate.

vicinity. He and his wife, »|ducted i >

have m&hhmsmMm-&nDﬂ°MUEﬂ
: “We used to raise Palominos Up the hill in the di-
mmmgg&m rection is where truck hijackers
retired. mmiﬁ; ath;ﬂlﬂﬂ""lum.m' " -
place, "espec ranch. And there was a Wi outJ
'mmﬂ-mﬂfﬂlm- Mmm' too. Blltitls
|MAIL BY HORSE closed now.
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