HISTORY OF DE LUZ SCHOOL 1970

Oldtimers say that the first school classes were held
during the 1880's in a small building on the Day property.

In 1888 a wooden-frame school with bell-tower and fromt
porch was built on the Wilmot acreage, near the west fork of De
Luz Creek. The setting was picturesque, with groves of live
oaks nearby and sycamores, wild blackberries and grapes all
along the creek. Felix Garnsey was the last and only graduate
from the old school in 1922, The building was torn down in 1927,
and the lumber bought by John Kuhnis. A palm tree and a conifer
still indicate the site (1977).

The new school was built in 1927 on the present De Luz=-
Murrieta Road. The board members, including Louis J. Garnsey,
debated the architectural style, and the midwest design pre=-
vailed over a suggested mission-style building. Again the
setting was a beautiful one, with the view from the front steps
and bell-tower towards Rocky Peak a magnificent one.

All eight grades were taught by one teacher, and thie person
usually lived with one of the families, as was the custom in
rural areas. Sometimes to help with income and also to keep up
the enrollment for average daily attendance, families boarded
children who needed foster homes, and the couniy paid the room
and board,

The register goes back to 1890 as Santa Rosa District. In
1906 there is a Tenaja Joint District and later a De Luz Elem.
School Di=trict, Recluse held school on Saturdays.

In 1968 the board and community reluctantly decided to
close the school. The bhilding had no bond beams and so did not
meet the Field Aect earthquake protection standards. Also the
enrollment was small, with 5 or 6 children, grades 1 to 8. So
the pupils were transported to the Fallbrook echools.

The Fallbrook Board brought the building up to code after a
year or so and then the school was used as a community center and
became known as the De Luz Nature Center. A nature trail was laid
out by the Forestry and volunteer help for hikes and outdoor studies
of wildlife, Programs, exhibits, and films were arranged for the
Fallbrook school children, and field trips were scheduled.

The interest in nature study and ecology are receiving good
response. Because solar energy is becoming important, olans are
underway to heat the school with sclar energy on a state-funded
pilot program.



INFORMATION FROM EARLY SCHOOL REGISTERS
1890 = SANTA RUSA DISTHICT

Irvine Camp 16
Charlie " 12
Nell Carr 14
Joe N 12 v
Frank Day 13 7
Jessie Day 10 65
Edith Day 7
Fred Heylmann

Geos " l'D
Dora " 8
Emma i 6
Lacey Sherman 7
Harry Moeller 11
Lillie Stewaet 13
Mattie L 10
Arthur Wilmot 7
C. W. " 7
E. 8. " 6
Robert Behre 7
1891 -

Register ghows Charlie,

Edith, Arthur, Oscar, and
Guy Wilmot; the same Days

and Heylmanns plus Ruth

Hedges, Norton, Lottie, and
David Swanson and Myrtle FParamon.

1892 and 1893 about the same.

1394 plus Lizzie Brown

1896-7 Wilmots, Pearl and Carl

Sample, Edith Day, Matti
Stewart, A. L. McCulloch

1897 Edith Day
Prescott Smith 6th
Gertrude McCulloch 5th
Leila Griffin
Joe QOleveria
Maud Hill

Ora Griffin
Nellie Leslie
Mattie Stewart
Hubert Lecslie

1898

Edith Day

G. McCulloch
Edith Wilmot
Rachel Wilmot
Grace "
Maud Hill
Frances Hill
Frescott Smith
Arthur Wilmot
Charlie n
John Wilmot
Guy and Maurice

Wilmot
Francelia Williams
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9th grade

1899 and 1900 Len Harvey taught.
Edith Day left Apr. 1899

1900-01 Edith, Chas., Guy, Rachel,
and Helen Wilmot (children of W. Wa)
Arthur, John, Oscar, Grace, and

Maurice Wilmot (children of Ross W.)

1903 - Miss Howard

Grace, Maurice, John, Oscar Wilmot
Frances and Clarence Hill

Arthur Garnsey 15

1904 = Mrs. Jennings
Grace, Maurice Wilmot
Maude, Frances, Clarence, Elmer Hill

1905 C. B. Pittman

4 Hills, 3 Wilsons, &4 Courtneys, Eldon
Camp, Casio

1906 - C. B. Pittman

L Hills plus Blanche (4 yrs.)

Wileons, 2 Wilmots, Courtneys, Casio,
Hubert and Bugene Rubottom, Bessie Carr

1907 = Annie Howard
Grace Wilmot, Rubottoms, Hills, Wilsongy
Carr, Camp

1908 = Nona Reid Tenaja Joint District
Camp, 4 Hills, 2 Wolfe, Grace Widmot,

2 Sanchez, Juanita Stambre, 2 Lienhard
(Hortensia and Frieda from De Luz Sta,)
Rose, Chester, Clara, and Clarence Colema
Freemans, Lathrop, 5 Willsons

1909 Migs Harrison
12 plus 7 Tenaja (Recluse taught on Sat.)

1911 - Lillian White

Edw. S. Brode (Ned), 5 Fhillips,
Marjorie and Reese Tittle, Dorothy Day,
Roes and Elmer Leslie

1912 much the same
1913~k 2 Sanchez, 1 Brode, 2 Leslie,
2 Nuthall, 2 Feirio

1916-17 Lillian A, Greenfield

R o

Ned EBrode 13
Anthony Scaccia 12
Mary 2 12

Ross Leslie 12 Elmer Leslie 1
Dominic and Josie Scaccia

Lester Orvis 8
Bert Owens 16
Ruth Garnsey 5 1lst gre

Mary and K, Ferrero



1917-18 Faith Ferbitz
Felix Garnsey 9 Lth gr.
Ruth Garnsey 7 2nd

3 Prahls, A. Hunt, L. Everett
1918-19 same

1921=22 Eunice Ward

Felix Garnsey graduated
Harry Garnsey promoted to 3d
Ruth n L1 n ?th

Francis Mantino (Bud Herron)
Lorraine Stoner

Lee Tanner

Levis Tiffany

John and Wm. Dubel

Lois and Winifred Bush
Carl, Leona Frahl

1922-23 Lillie Cosner

Harry and Ruth Garnsey

2 Prahls, 1 Stoner, Tanner, Tiffany,
Jamee Crouse

1923=4 Laura M. KNoble
Nina Bonner
Harry Garnsey

Ruth " graduated from Sth
Vincent Griffin

Chas, Jave Sth

Milton loy L oa

Corinna Norris

Catherine Parriesh

Carl Prahl graduated from 8th
Leona Prahl

Bagilia Scolaro 2nd

Levis Tiffany

1924-5 Vivian H. Miller
Carl Loefke

Horman Shannon
Marjory Parsons
Bagilia Scolaro
Georgena Martin

Ivan La Marr

Jean and Mary Parsons
Robt., Leamon

Harry Garnsey

Leona Prahl

Vincent Griffin

LeRoy Taylor

Frankie Hill

Mildred Dubb & Hazal Butts

1919-1920

Felix Garnsey 6th
Harry 1A
Ruth " 5th

Herron, 3 Frahls, Stoner

1921-22 Tenaja Mre. Grace Vannoy
and her 7 children: Marion, Hubert,
Joseph, Eulalone, Esther, Caddie,
and Josephine

Mzhlon Wilson, Harvey Wilson

Mary Lee Parker

Virginia, Myrtle, Clifford Ortega

Kenneth Russell

Ruby, Richard, Johnny Freeman

Bert Johnson

2%



4 From the note on the back by Louis Garnsey:
h Old De Luz schoolhouse built 1888.

{ New built in 927. Picture taken by Manley

§ Jennings. His mother taught and he attend-

ed school here in 1904. Attorney in L. A. Len

Harvey with P. O. in Santa Ana taught here. Also

Josie Aleronds from Santa Ana.

(The building was torn down and the lumber

used by John Kuhnis).

At old De Luz School:

Back row: Bud Herron, Carl Prahl, Felix
Garnsey, Miss Duff.

Front row: Harry Garnsey, Emma Prahl,

Leona Prahl, Ruth Garnsey, Ruth Mandy Orvis

At old De Luz School 1922
Back row: John Dubel, L. Stoner,
Bud Herron, Miss Ward

Front row: Carl Prahl, Harry

Garnsey, Wm. Dubel, Leona A 2 ~g, fonatl 1 NS | winifrea M - TR
Prahl, Lois Bush, Ruth Garnsey, | P ‘  Gamselfy oS

Winifred Bush, Levis Tiffany, g ; v L Wit or v v it : Lee
Felix Garnsey, Lee Tanner (Felix : | g 418
graduated)

) Tanner| f

Flash the dog




A FMI.Y school, everyone enrclied (all 10 of them) is

related to someone else in the room, with the ncapnun
of labhh Hartfic:d, age &, front | row. loft,

 School To Hohld
- Last Last Day?_,-

TEACH“- Pfilmpnl und wporinlondcnt at De-Luz School, Mrs. Itmulimd Martin, nnd
sixth grader Jim McManus look for signs of life in the injured whippoorwill Jim found
ilml mnrning The school is studying a science unit of animal first aid, ‘ ! “FALLBROOK—June hma monthm
? Ty W’."-.‘“—"’"""’" e Wl""“"’"""“ *"""‘!""'"!‘ dren evervwhere herald as the hn-dly-otvum

: AR onth, the beginning of o whole summer of rioth
fHE SIII DIIGD coum L g bug play,

At De.Luz achool this year, children nn wons

"1 | dering if the Jast day of school, June 7, will be.
' the last day ever for thelr school. T

i N Yesterday the residents of De-Luz Valley wmt ¥
J 1" "to the polls to declde If the De<luz school dis-
“ o ltrlet ghouM be annexed by the Fallbrook school
i‘f 4 district. If the proposal was passed, the 10 stu. =
i g . iy dentg at De-Luz this year will travel down to
£

Fallbrook next year and the ivy.covered: one.
. TO SAN DIEGO COUNTY HOMES . .. | . room schoolhouse will probably hecomp a com:.

909 5. Hill 5, Oteanside, Calif—7221406 = ' ' nnunlty center bullding, ;
oy . Wednesday, Jun' B JPOR b SECOND IN COUNTY  ° . 000
e Joriini i i ....m. Sl el e ’ SLUINL L Bullt In 1928, the school, Tocated 12 milelﬁ'bm
by ke 1 (0 Fallbrook off a twisting mountaln road, was the
[} . second one in the County and is now one of the

. ared: Tt Is unique In that it 1s not only a one-

., 71 three remaining ene.room: sehoolhouses in the
: } . i room school, but also a one-school | district with

"‘z,b

y ' .'125 meres of land, : :

R © Asa distriet, it must offer klndsrganlen through
¢ © ! élghth, ‘This year, Rosalind Martin, teacher,
< principal and  superintendent. has 1hm first
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o © o FAMILY BCHOOL® . .« «  ©
DeLuz school s a family school, A]] oi the
students come from the valley, and of the ten
chilkdren there, only onc is not related to some-
one élse In the room. Most of the children have
had older brothers, slsters or cousins who also
attended De.Luz; many have mothers and fa-
. thers, aunts and uncles that went there. ...
' The largest envollment was 24 six years ago.
| Since a school is not permitted by state law
: (Continued on Page 6) :

ik
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DE-LUZ !CHOOL o s k one-room schoolhouse huilt in IH‘! it is ﬂll :mlyI school 1:
in the De-luz district and the second to be started in the Caunw Voters wenl fto ‘
the polls yesterday to decide if it should still exist as a sch i
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HOLDER

URAL ROUTE THEFE
+ALLBROOK CA 92ULZ

RAL ROUTE BOX

'

..4..4-.« ‘da.“!‘-h HALF OF the De-luz volleyball I'wm, Daniel M:Menus.-
J THE TWO oldest girls in the school, Karen Manring, 10, ' fourth grade, left, and Riley Brain, sixth grode, decided
left, and Penny Sr.hurnu:lllt. 12, sfill enjoy De-luz's well

. 1o see how a volleyball fits through a netless basketball
equipped pquground_ ! (] mlg.
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OPENS TEMPO

lﬁon Of De Luz Worsens
loods Wash Out Roads

By NEIL BALL
! St Wrller, The Son Disve Unlon

DE LUZ — Even if you make it
over a washed-out road, a lempo-
rary bridge and a dangerous De Luz
Creek ford, the community of De
Luz, about 12 miles north of Fall-
brook, is difflcult to find.

There is no wide road spot. No

st office. No library, No drugstore.

o newspaper. No coffee shop. Not
even a gas station.

Al there s here is a campground
with a tiny market, some of the
finest scenery in America, 331 peo-
ple and many more avocado Lrees,
and a one-room school.

Because floodwalers from the

Santa Margarita River and its tribu-

taries have torn up the countryside,

students.

had when De Luz School District

IR | il closed it June 30, 1968, and

the district — by default, because
there were not a legal number of

School District.

the school is open again for 25! ;
That s five times as many as it ‘B8

students — into Fallbrook Union }

NOW OPEN — Some 2} students from the Deluz
area are attending class in the old Deluz

Schoolhouse this week and mosi of last week as the
cebaal iime camcanad in arrammacdnta studente et

DE LUZ SCHOOL

Built in 1927.

Closed in 1968 to
become Nature Cen-
ter.

Re-opened March 8,
1978 because record
floods made the
roads impassable to
buses.




